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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that we, Wrirriam G. JoxNgsand
Ricoarp M. Grorer, citizens of the United
States, residing at Cl mttanooga, in the county
of Hamilton and State of Tennessee, have in-
vented a new and useful Mail-Box, of which
the following is a gpecification.

Thisinvention relates to mail- boxes: a,nd 1t
consists 1n the construction and mmnumment

of parts hereinafter fully set forth, and illus-

trated in the accompanying dmwmﬂg
The general object of the invention is to pro-

vide 1n a letter-box of sheet metal of suitable

thickness certain mechanism whereby unlaw-
ful access to the box 1s positively obviated
and a large free opening provided for the in-
troductmn of mail-matter. -

A S[)GC]..;L] object of the invention is to pro-
vide in a box of the character specified an os-
cillatory receiver and means associated with
the lid of the box to oscillate the receiver,
which shall be of the simplest possible design
and of such character that itsoperation will be

positive and certain at all times.
A Turther object of the invention is to pro-

videin connection with an oscﬂldtorv recelver
a lid pivoted at its upper margin and adapt-
ed to serve as a shelter that projects over the

opening of the box even when-the lid is raised

for the introduction of mail-matter, thereby
completely preventing the entrance ot lmn or
snow into the box.

In describing the invention reference Wlll
be had to the accompanying drawings, in
which 1s shown one form of embodiment of
the 1nvention capable of carrying the same
into practical operation, it being understood
that various changes in the form and propor-
tion of the elements exhibited may be re-
sorted to without departing from the spirit of
the Invention.

In the drawings, Higure 1 is a front eleva-
tion of a mail-box embodying the invention.
Hig. 2 is a vertical transverse section through
the mail-box shown in Fig. 1, the parts be-
ing shown in full lines as in the position for

the 1ntroduction of mail-matter within the
box and being shown in dotted lines in the

|||||||

position occupied when the Iid of the box is
lowered. |

Referring to the drawings, in which corre-
sponding parts are designated by the same
characters of reference throughout, 1 desigo-
nates the body of the box, which is prefer-
ably formed of sheet-steel of suitable
ness. Lhe top2of the box is curved on a cir-
cular arc and is secured to the box proper by
riveting, as shown. The top is joined to the
rear wall of the box; but between the top of
the forward wall of the box and the front edge
of the top 1s an opening 3 for the introduc-
tion of mail-matter, which is closed by a lid
4, hinged at 5 and limited in its upward move-
ment by the forwardly-curved flange 2 at the
front margin of the top 2.

On the inner face of the lid 4 is rigidly se-
cured near each end thereof an arm 6, which
has pivotally connected therewith at 7 a link
8, pivoted at its front end, by means of a pin
9, to the side wall of the receiver 10, which is
mounted for oscillatory movement on a pivot-
pin 11 in each end wall of the box at the cen-
ter of curvature of the top 2. The receiver
1s open along one side, as shown, and along
the other side has a curved wall adapted to
move just within the top 2 of the box when
the receiver is oscillated on its supporting-
pivots. At the upper margin of the opening
in the front side of the receiver the material
forming the top of the receiver when in re-
celving position 1s bent backward to form a
curved guard 12, the curvature of which cor-
responds to that of the top 2 of the box and
the lid 4, which when in closed position is
substantially continuous with the top. At the
lower margin of the opening 3 in the box the

material forming the front wall thereof isbent

inward and extended downward to form a
curved guard 13, over which the receiver may
swing and barely escape contact therewith.

It will be observed from an inspection of |

the drawings that when the lid 4 of the box

is raised and the receiver is swung by means

of the arm 6 and the link 8 into the position
indicated insolid lines a large opening is pre-
sented for the imtroduction of mail - matter
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within the receiver, thus adapting the box for |

the reception of letters, newspapers, and pack-
ages of moderate size. It will also be noted

that the hd 4 is when raised to uncover the

opening 3 of the box still held in such posi-
tion that it projects forward some distance
bevond the front wall of the box and forms a
pmtectwe shelter for the opening, such that
rain and snow are excluded trom the interior
of the box.

From an inspection of the drawings, par-
ticularly the parts shown in dotted lines 1n
Fig. 2, it will be seen that when the receiver

18 dn"ected downward to permit the discharge -

of mail-matter into the box the overlapplno
ouards 12 and 13, formed upon the receiver
and the box, reqpectwely prevent any possi-
bility ot unhwtul access to the interior of the
box by slightly raising the lid 4 and introduc-
ino within the opening 3 a wire or other slen-
der implement. 1t will also be seen from
careful examination of the drawings that the
cguard 13, formed at the lower margin of the
opening” 3, serves effectively to prevent un-
lawful access to the box when the lid 4 1s low-
ered slightly from the solid-line position in
Fig. 2. |

A special feature of the invention lies In
the extremely simple form of connection be-
tween the pivoted lid 4 and the receiver, this
connection comprising only two members SO
connected that any failure to act satisfacto-
rily is impossible.

777,026

Having thus deseribed the construction and
operation of our invention, what we claim as
new, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
18—

A mail-box comprising an outer casing hav-
ing an arched top rigidly mounted thereon
and provided with a relatively large mail-re-
ceiving opening in the front wall thereoh saldcl
top presenting an upwardly and forwardly
curved flange qlono the upper margin of said
opening, a lid pwotmlly mounted at one edge
just beneath said f
otal movement by %ald flange, an oscillatory
receiver closed at one side and having at the
opposite side an opemno of the same size as
the opening in the casing, a downwardly and
inwardly curved guard-plate at the lower mar-
gin of the opening in the casing, a rigid arm
fixed upon the inner surface of said hd, ancl
a link pivoted at one end to said arm and at
the other end to said receiver so that the rais-

ing of the lid will swing the receiver into po-

sition to receive mail and the loweri ing of the
lid will swing the receiver 1nto p051t1011 to
empty 1ts contents.

In testimony that we claim the foregoing as
our own we have hereto affixed our signatures
in the presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM G. JONES.
RICHARD M. GEORGL.

VWitnesses:
J. H. JoHNs,
W. J. GRIFFITHS.
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