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To all whom it may concermn: __
- Be 1t known that I, Cuarvis 1. HogrrEL, a

citizen of the United States, residing at De-
hance, 1n the county of Defiance and State of

Ohlo, have invented new and useful Improve-
ments 1n Check-Hooks, of which the follow-
Ing 1s a specification.

This Invention relates
use on gig-trees and harness-saddles; and the
primary object of the same is to provide a
simple and effective organization of elements,
including a pivoted hook member, which may
be leadlly operated to apply ‘md release a
checkrein, the device also having features of
construction which will obstruet aceidental
disengagement of the rein therefrom.

The invention consists in the construction
and arrangement of the several parts, which
will be more fully her einafter described and
claimed. .

In the drawings, Figure {is a perspective
view of a check-hook embodym{r the features
of the invention and showing the hook closed.
Kig. 2 1s a side elevation of the hook broken
away 1n part and showing the hoolk member
1n closed position. Fig. 3 isa view similar to
2, showing the hook member open. Fig.
41s a lea,r elevatmn of the hook.

Similar numeralsof reference are emploved
to indicate corresponding partsin the several
VIewsS. |

The numeral 1 designates a post having op- |
posite flat sides 2 and an upper 1()1101tL1L]1--

nally slotted or bifurcated head 3, with re-
cesses 4 1n the rear edges
downwardly into the base of the head to pro-
vide a curved seat for a purpose which will

be presently set forth. At the lower termi-
nal of the post 1 isa horizontal flange 5, from

the center of which depends a squa,red or an-
gular retaining member 6, continuous with a
dependmg screw - shank 7., having a nut 8
thereon. A hook member 9 isattached tothe

- post and formed with a lower bifurcated ex-

45

tremity 10, which embraces the flat sides 2 at
the base of the post and is movably attached
to the latter by a pivot-pin 11. The upper

to check-hooks for

thereof extendmﬂ |

extremity 12 of the hook member is curved
downwardly and reduced, as at 13, to freely

pass through the bifurcated head 3 and ter-

minates in a rear shouldered enlargement 14
to engage the seat provided by the recess 4.
In opening the hook the hook member 9 is
forced rearwardly and turns to disengage the
shouldered enlargement 14 from the seat in
the head 3 and also to cause said member to
move over the head, as shown by Fig. 3, and
establish an open space between the free ex-
tremity of the sald member and the-post for
the 1nsertion or withdrawal of a checkrein.
After a checkrein has been placed in the hook
member the latter will be forced forwardly,
either by a manual operation or the tensior
exerted thereon by the checkrein, and the
enlargement 14 will enter the seat-recess in
the head 3. The checkrein will be free to
move over the hook member in advance of
the post, but cannot become accidentally de-
tached no matter what the upward pressure
exerted thereby on the upperextremity of the
hook member may be; but when it is neces-
sary to detach the checkrein the hook can be

quickly operated toarrive atthe result sought

in the manner heretofore explained.

By having the shoulde
engage the seat-recess in the head 3 the up-
1)01 I‘LdHG{}d extlmmtv 01 1 hooh memhm*n

'the upwzwd ptessure on ‘L,,m cheuhrem there-

against. Moreover, the pivot connection of
the hook member is relieved of considerable
strain by the use of the shouldered enlarge-

ment and the seat-recess when upward strain

15 exerted on the said member.
It will be understood that the improved
checkrein may be applied to either a gigo-

tree or a harness-saddle, and the parts thereof

may be suitably plated or otherwise orna-
mented. uitable metal will be used in con-

structing the several parts, and the propor- 9o

tions and dimensions thereof may be varied
at will. | |

Having thus fully described the invention,
what 1s claimed as new is—

red enlargement 14
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A check-hook, comprising a post formed at
its upper end with a slot extending across the
same, and with a seat formed at the sides and
base of the slot near one end, and ahookmem-

¢ ber pivoted to the post, and curved upwardly

and rearwardly in the plane of the slot, the
free extremity of said hook being adapted to

enter the slot on foreing the hook torwardly, |

pr

- and provided with means for engaging said
| seatb. |
In testimony whereof Iaflix my signature in

ecsence of two witnesses.

CHARLES L. HOEFFEL.

Witnesses:
- GEORGE ‘A. EDING,

Apramaym 1. BrRECHLILL.
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