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To all whom it ma; i CONLCEFTL!

Be it known that I, Taeopore E. BI‘O]{
citizen of the United Sta,teq and a resident ot
Newark, in the county of T Dqse;& and State of
New Jersey, have invented certain new and
useful Improvementsin Lathering Devices, of
which the following is a spemﬁc&twn

This invention 1elate_s to an 1mproved
means for creating a lather and applying the
same to theface preparatory to shaving. The
usual method of forming a lather duect]v
upon the face is to first ‘moilsten the beard
with a wet sponge, then rub the soap on the
moistened beard, and then with a wet or
moistened brush create the lather. The care
and handling of the separate articles employed
1n this method
1t has been the object of my invention to
combine in one article the necessary parts for
creating and applying the lather. This ob-
ject 1 accomplish by combining a piece of
soap and a sponge or similar absorbent in the
manner hereinafter set forth, whereby the
sponge when moistened and rubbed upon the
face or beard will also moisten the adjacent
surface of the soap and take up sufficient of
the latter by reason of its frietional contact
therewith to create a desired lather, which
latter will be applied to the face by continued
rubbing of the sponge thereon. After shav-
ing is completed the sponge may be cleaned
and the complete article then be inclosed in
one box or closure.

Referring to the accompanying dmwmgb,
forming part of this specification, Figure 1 is
a side elevatlon of alathering device emb{:‘:dy-

Ing my Invention, and Kig. 2 18 a vertical sec-

tion through the center of the same.

To explain in detail, 1 indicates a so-called
“stick” of shaving-soap of any usual or suit-
able make; 2, a piece of absorbent material,
preferably rubber sponge, located in a posi-
tion at the upper end of said stick of soap and
in direct contact therewith; 3, a handle, pref-
erably formed of wood, located at the lower
end of the stick of soap and having a con-

tracted stem 3" extending into the htter SO

as to effect connection thel ewith, and é’c an

elastic connection extending centrall y through

50 the soap with its 0pp081te ends connected, re-

1S undesirable, however, and

- spectively, with the handle 8 and with the
sponge 2 and operating to retain the latter in
operative contact with the soap. Such de-
scribec construetion and combmatwn of parts
form a LLthu ing- device which is adapted to
be used in a manner as follows: The user,
grasping the device by the handle 3, first
moistens the sponge 2 and rubs the same over
his beard, so as to wet and soften the same in
the usual manner, and such rubbing being
continued for a moment ortwo the mo:lgtened

| sponge dampens the adjacent surface of the

soap and takes up suili ment of the same to
create a desired lather, which is applied by the
continued rubbing of the sponge over the face.

A frictional engagement or rubbing of the
sponge on the adjacent surface of the soap, so
as to assure a lather being quickly formed, is
permitted by reason of the sponge belng con-
nected only at its center with the mtmmncﬁ—

elastic 4, thus leaving practically the entire

sponge free to rub against the soap when
pressed thereagainst in bemg rubbed over the

face, and as the upper end of the soap wears

away by the continued rubbing of the sponge
thereagainst a continued contact between the
sponge and the soap is maintained by the elas-
tic connection 4. After the user has finished

shaving the sponge may then be cleaned and:

the device placed in a suitable box or closure.

A means for creating and applying a lather is

thus provided in one complete article which
can beinclosed in a box or closure of substan-
tially the same size as that for containing the
ordinary stick of shaving-soap. The admn-—
tages and desirability of such an article, par-
ticular ly for traveling purposes when economy
of space is necessary, are obvious. |

The connection between the elastic 4 and
the handle 3 may be madein any suitable man-
ner, the connection as herein shown being ef-
fected by passing the elastic through a central
opening in the handle and connecting the same

with a suitable holding member 5, which is

loosely seated withinacor respomlmﬂ ly-shaped

‘recess 1n the under side of the handle, the smd

holding member, as herein shown, bemt;r in the
form of an orcdinary shoe-button. The elastic

4, while primarily intended for retaining the
sponge 1n contact with the soap, will also op-
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erate to retain the handle in operative engage-

ment with the soap in the event of 1ts becom-

ing loosened in its connection therewith.

The term *‘ sponge” appearing in the claims
is used in its generic sense to cover any sult-
able spongeous absorbent.

What I claim 1s—

1. A lathering device, comprising a piece ot
soap, a sponge, and means for holding said
parts in contact with each other and maintain-
ing such contact as the soap wears away.

9. A lathering device, comprising a piece ot
soap, a sponge, and means for yieldingly hold-
ing said parts in contact with each other and
maintaining such contact as the soap wears
away. |

3. A lathering device, comprising a piece of
soap,asponge, and means connecting with sald

| sponge at or adjacent to 1ts center and holding

the same in direct contact with the soap and 2o

maintaining such contact as the soap wears
AWaYy.

4. A lathering device, comprising a piece o1
soap, a sponge in contact with sald soap at one
end thereof. a handle at the opposite end ot
said soap, and an elastic connection between

said sponge and said handle extending through

the soap. | -
Signed at New York, in the county of New

York and State of New York, this 24th day of 30

March, A. D. 1904.
THEODORE E. BECK.

Witnesses:
Caas. F. DANE,
E. M. Farrs.
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