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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, CHARLES A. ROBERTS, of

Hartford, in the county of Hartford and State

of Connecticut, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Educational Cards; and
I do hereby declare the following, when taken

in connection with the accompanying araw-

1ngs and the letters of reference marked there-
on, to be a full, clear, and exact description of
the same, and which said drawings constitute
part of this specification, and represent, in—
Figure 1, a top view of a pack of cards cut
in accordance with my invention; Fig. 2, a
side view of a pack of the same; Fig. 3, a plan
view showing two cards, the uppermost being
upside down; Fig. 4, a similar view with the
uppermost card being reversed and upside
down; Fig. 5, a similar view with the upper-
most card reversed. Figs. 6, 7, 8, and 9 are
modifications of forms which my cards may
assume. '
Thisinvention relates to an improvement in
educational cards such as may be used in the

study of languages or any other purpose where

1t 1s desirable to have a question on one side
of the card and an answer on the other side,
the object of the invention being to so form
the cards that their reversal end for end or

face for face will be indicated when the cards
are stacked and their correct positioning facili-

tated. |

In carrying out my invention I employ a
card 2, preferably having the main portions of
its sides 3 4 parallel and one end, 5, at right
angles thereto. At the opposite end the side
3 1s cut away, forming an incline 6, while the
side 4 1s cut away at two angles, forming sur-

faces 7 8, the edges 6 and 8 closely approach-

ing each other to form a point 9.

In permitting the cards to fall promiscu-
ously they may lie in four positions—to wit,
face up, as in Kig. 1; face up, but upside
down, as in Fig. 3; reverse face up and upside
down, as in Fig. 4, or reverse face up and
right side up, as in Fig. 5. When cards in
these four positionsare stacked, they will form
a rectangular pack in the positions indicated
by Figs. 3 and 4, part of the faces being re-
versed and part of the cards turned end for

so end. If the pack is then grasped at the ex-

I

| treme ends and separated by drawing them

apart longitudinally,two packs will be formed,
some of each pack being face upward and some
reverse Tace up. These two packs are then

placed together, with the beveled ends all in

the same direction, as shown in Fig. 5. Then
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by grasping the points 9 this pack may be

separated into two packs, cards of each sec-

“tion facing in the same way. One of these

packs is then turned so that the points will all
face in the same direction, and the cards will
all be arranged right face up and right side
up. This convenience of separating the cards
1s due to the fact that the cards are non-sym-

metrical—that is, they have two of their sides ¢

cut away at one end, and preferably the angle
of the cut at one side is greater than the angle

of thecutat the other side, or, in other words,

the longitudinal sides of the cards are differ-
entially cut away. .
While I prefer to form the cut at one side
at two angles, as shown in Figs. 1 to 5, inclu-
sive, the card may be formed with single cuts
on each side, as shown in Fig. 6, and instead
of forming the end 5 at right angles to the
sides 3 and 4 this end may be cut at an angle
to those sides, as shown in Figs. 7 and 9, and,
furthermore, the cuts on opposite sides may
correspond with each other, as also shown in
Fig. 9, and for the purpose of conveniently
separating the cards each may be formed with
a rounded notch 10, as shown in Fig. 8. This

notch will assist in separating the cards when

they stand in the position shown in Fig. 5,
with the pointed ends all in the same direc-
tion. In other words, it separates the points
9 of the cards, so that the pack may be more
readily divided. : ~

While the cards are particularly adapted
for educational purposes, they may be used
for any other purpose where it is desired to
sort cards and where it is required that they
should all face and end in the same direction.

Having fully described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is— o

1. A pack of educational cards all corre-

sponding to each other in form and size and

each having each of its longitudinal sides cut
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- away at the same end whereby each card is 1oo
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made unsymmetrical and its reversal end for
end or face for face thereby indicated when
the cards are stacked and their correct posi-
tioning facilitated.

2. A pack of educational cards all corre-
sponding to each other in form and size and
each having each of its longitudinal sides dii-
ferentially cut away at the same end one of
the said cuts extending beyond the middle of
the said end of the card whereby the reversal
end for end or face for face of the cards may
be indicated when the cards are stacked and
their correct positioning facilitated.

3. A pack of educational cards all corre-
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sponding to each other in form and size and
each having each of its longitudinal sides dii-
ferentially cut away at the same end whereby
the reversal end for end or face for face of
the cards will be indicated when the cards are
stacked and their correct positioning facili-
tated. |

In testimony whereof 1 have signed this
specification in the presence of two subscrib-

ing witnesses.
CHARLES A. ROBERTS.

Witnesses:
FreDERIC C. EARLE,
Crara L. WEED.
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