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To all whom it may concern.

Be 1t known that I, MicurLE LoMBARDO, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Mason

(City, in the county of Cerro Gordo and State

of lowa, have invented a new and useful Ba-
nana-Crate, of which the following is a speci-
fication. |

My 1nvention relates to crates designed es-
pecially for use in shipping bananas, “and has
for its ob]ects to produce a comparatively sim-
ple Inexpensive device of this character, in
which the protectmﬂ‘—envelop will pr event the
fruit coming into contact with and being

‘bruised by the supporting-frame and will fur-

ther effectually shield the bananas from the
cold and one wherein the crate may be readily
reversed and filled from either end, thus sim-

plifying the crating operation.
To these ends the invention comprises the

novel features of construction and combina-
tion of parts more fully hereinafter described.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a view of a crate embodying myinvention and

showing the same empty. Fig.2isa vertical

longitudinal section through the crate, illus-
trating the same filled.
Refel ring to the drawings, 1t will be seen

- thatmy improved crate comprises, essentially,
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an outer supporting-tframe 1 and an inner pro-
tecting case or envelop 2, suitably mounted
and sustained within the frame.

The frame 1, which is composed of any ap-
propriate material, but preferably of wood,
comprises a series ot longitudinal members or
strips 3, attached at their ends to primary end
bands or hoops 4 and between their ends to a
suitable number of secondary intermediate
bands or hoops 5, the parts being connected
by nails, screws, or other suitable fclStF"lllnﬁ
devices.

The inner protecting case or envelop 2,
which is of tubular form, is preferably com-
posed of burlap or other analoa ous appropriate

material and has itsends folded around retain-
ing members 6 in the form of bands or hoops,
whwh serve to maintain the ends or mouths of
the envelop 1n open distended position, the
end portions of the casing being stitched or
otherwise secured to the body portion of the

latter after

reing folded around the r ctalning
members, while the latter are secured as herein
shown or in other appropriate manner within
the frame 1 and adjacent, respectively, to the
ends thereof for retaining and supporting the
envelop within the frame. Attention is here

especlally directed to the fact that the sides of

the envelop when in position curve inwardly
from the retaining members toward its longi-
tudinal center, which latter is of such reduced
diameter relative to the diameter of the re-
taining members as to wholly obviate liability
of the body of the envelop between the lines
@ a contacting with the frame for a purpose
which will later appear. Stitched or other-

wise suitably attached to the body of the en- ¢

velop along the lines ¢ @ are tubular exten-
sionsor closures 7, constituting, in effect, inner
supplemental continuations of the envelop and
adapted, when tied or otherwise closed at their
outer ends, to inclose and retain the fruit
within the envelop, as 1illustrated in Fig. 2.
At this point it is to be noted that the exten-
sions begin at the points # « of non-contact of
the envelop with the frame and that when these
extensions are closed they will be of a reduced

diameter equally or less than the diameter of

the envelop at the points ¢ ¢ and will there-

fore, under the influence of the weight of the

fruit,-serve to spring or draw the envelop in-
ward stili farther from the frame, whereby

liability of the fruit coming into contact with

and being bruised by the latter is wholly ob-
viated.

It is to be noted that inasmuch as the op-
posite ends of the crate are of similar con-
struction the latter may in practice be filled
from either end, thus expediting the work of

il

only and which necessitates the manipulation

of the crate to bring the proper end or mouth

uppermost. |

Irom the foregoing it is apparent that I
produce a simple device &dmircxbly adapted for
the attainment of the ends in view, 1t belng
understood that minor changes in the details
herein set forth may be resorted to without
departing from the spirit of the invention.
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lling the crates as compared with those in
| which the fruit must be entered from one end
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Having thus described the invention, what

1s claimed 15—
1. A erate comprising a frame, an envelop

of reduced diameter between its ends sustained -

within the frame, and end closures connected
with the envelop at points remote from the
ends of and within the diametrically-reduced
portion of the latter.

9. A crate comprising a frame, an envelop,
sustaining members mounted in the frame and
receiving the ends of the envelop, the latter
being of reduced diameter between the sus-
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taining members, and extensions connected
with the envelop at points within the diamet-

rically-reduced portion of the latter and re-

mote from the sustaining members and con-
stituting end closures for the crate.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

MICHELE LOMBARDO

Witnesses:
K. N. CLARK,

1. VY. K EERL.

IS-
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