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Lo all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that we, PeTeR J. JONSRUD and
Maps M. Skyrup, citizens of the United
States, residing at Blair, in the county of
Trempealean and State of Wisconsin, have in-
vented a new and useful Mail-Carrier Box, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to mail-pouches, and
has for its object to provide an improved de-
vice of this character for the use of letter-

carriers on rural free-delivery routes, and it

will of course be understood that it is capable
of use in cities and towns.

An 1mportant object of the invention is to
provide for maintaining the mail-matter sepa-

rated into groups or bundles according to the

destination thereof and to provide for readily
removing the individual groups or bundles
from the pouch for delivery to a house or t
a mail-box on a rural route.

With these and other objects in view the

present invention consists in the combination
and arrangement of parts, as will be herein-
atter more fully described, shown in the ac-
companying drawings, and particularly point-
ed out in the appended claims, it being un-
derstood that changes in the form, propot-
tion, size, and minor details may be made
within the scope of the claims without depart-
ing from the spirit or sacrificing any of the
advantages of the invention. f
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a longitudinal
sectional view of the device of the present in-

vention. Fig.2isa cross-sectional view there-

of. Fig. 3isadetail view of one of the pocket-
controlling slides. TFig. 4 is a detail view of
one of the guide-bars.

Like characters of reference designate cor-
responding parts in each and every figure of
the drawings.

While the present device has been termed a
“pouch” and may be formed of leather or
other flexible material, it is preferred to have
the body or casing 1 in the nature of a me-
tallic box oblong in form and of a depth to
receive the longest standard envelop in an up-
right position and of a width to loosely re-

ceive the widest standard envelop. The open

top of this box is closed by means of a hinged

1

lid or cover 2, which has a slotted hasp 3,
hinged to the free edge thereof and capable
of embracing a looped keeper4 upon the side

| of the box, there being a suitable handle 5

‘upon the top of the lid or cover for conven-

lence 1 carrying the -device. The looped
keeper 4 permits of the use of a suitable pad-
lock when it is desired to lock the lid of the
box. Within the box and extending longi-
tudinally thereof at opposite sides are corre-
sponding guideways, each formed by an up-
standing flange 6 and a horizontal flange 7,
spaced above the upright flange to form a slot
between the two flanges. Inthe embodiment
of the invention shown in the accompanying
drawings the upstanding flange 6 is the upper
edge of the lower and greater portion of the
box,and the horizontal flange 7 is carried by the
laterally-enlarged upper portion 1 of the box,
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thereby producing a substantially L-shaped

gulde-slot. As bestindicated in Fig. 1 of the
drawings, it will be noted that one end of the
guldeway is closed by the adjacent end of the
box or pouch, while the opposite end of the
guideway is terminated short of the other end
of the box and open for theintroduction of slid-
able guide members, as will now be described.

A plarality of guide members 8 have their

ends mounted to slide in the respective guide-
ways, each of said members, as shown in Fig.
4, consisting of a rod or bar having its ends
bent to form terminal loops 9, with the outer
ends of the loops bent downwardly to form
pendent ears or projections 10, which engage
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back of the upstanding flanges 6, so as to pre-

vent endwise displacement of the guide-rods.
Cooperating with each guide-rod is an up-
standing slide 11, in the form of a rectangu-
lar wire frame, the opposite upright sides of
which pass through the slots or openings
formed by the loops 9 of the guide-rod and
are capable of sliding vertically therethrough.
Adjacent the upper end of the frame of the
slide is a cross-bar 12, carried by the opposite
sides of the frame and located between the
top of the latter and the guide-rod.

A continuous web 13 of any suitable fabric
or flexible material, of a width approximating

that of the interior of the box,is looped over
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the guide-bars 8 and secured thereto in any
suitable manner—as, for instance, by stitch-
ing the adjacent portions of the web below
and close to the under sidesof the guide-rods,
whereby the looped portions of the web form
elastic pockets, which are open at their up-
per ends for the reception of mail-matter.
From each guide-rod the web extends up-
wardly and is looped loosely over the cross-
bar 12 of the adjacent vertically-movable slide.
from which the web extends downwardly and
is looped beneath the lower end of the slide
and thence upwardly to the next guide-rod.
By this arrangement when the slide 1s drawn
upwardly the bottom of the adjacent pocket
will be elevated with the bottom of the slide.
whereby such letters or other matter as may
be contained in the pockets will be elevated
therewith into position for convenient reach
at the open top of the box. When the slide
is returned, the bottom of the pocket is also
drawn down into the box to its normal posi-
tion. DBy reason of the fact that the guide-

rods 8 are slidable longitudinally of the box

the depth of each pocket may be varied con-
siderably, so as to receive asingle letter or a
plurality of letters without interfering with
any of the other pockets. -

Upon the top of each pocket-controlling
slide 11 there is a card-holder consisting of a
metallic plate or back 14 rigidly secured to
the frame and provided with upstanding 1n-
wardly-directed overhanging flanges 15, form-
ing an open-ended slot or seat for the recep-
tion of a card 16, bearing the name of the
party or the place to which the letters in the
adjacent pocket are to be delivered. These
cards are removable through the ends of the
holders, and therefore may be replaced when-
ever desired.

In using the present device the letters and
other mail-matter are made up into bundles
according to their destinations and the bun-
dles are then placed in their corresponding
pockets, so that when the carrier reaches any

destination the bundle of mail-matter there--

for may be readily obtained by raising the
controlling-slide which bears the card of that
particular destination, so as to bring the
bundle above the top of the box or pouch n
position to be conveniently removed from the
pocket without interfering with the mail-
matter in any of the other pockets.

By having each pocket independent of the
other the bundles of mail-matter are effectu-
ally maintained separated and no contfusion
arises in obtaining the desired bundle of mail,
and the destination of each bundle may be
readily determined by reference to the cards
carried by the pocket-controlling slides.

Having thus described the construction and
operation of our invention, what we claim as
new, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
15—

1. A mail-pouch having a plarality of mail-
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receiving pockets which are capable of being
individually drawn outwardly to give access
to the mail-matter therein.

2. A mail-pouch having a plurality of flexi-
ble mail-receiving pockets, one side of each
pocket capable of being drawn outwardly in-
dependently of the other pockets to force the
mail-matter out of the pocket.

3. A mail-pouch having a flexible pocket,
and a slide connected to one side of the pocket
for drawing the same outwardly.

4. A mail-pouch having a flexible pocket,
and a pocket-controlling slide, one side of the
pocket being looped over an outer portion of
theslide and beneath an inner portion thereof,
whereby said side of the pocket will be moved
outwardly and inwardly during correspond-
ing movements of the slide.

5. A mail-pouch having a plurality of
spaced cross-bars, a flexible web looped across
the bars to form a plurality of flexible pock-
ets. and means for individually drawing the
pockets outwardly to give access to the mat-
ter therein. |

6. A mail-pouch having a series of cross-
bars. a flexible web looped across the bars to
form pockets, and slides carried by the pouch
and connected to the respective pockets for
drawing the same outwardly.

7. A mail-pouch having a series of cross-
bars, a flexible web looped across the bars to
form a plurality of pockets, and slides car-
ried by the cross-bars and engaging the re-
spective pockets to draw the same outwardly.

8. A mail-pouch having a series of cross-
bars provided with opposite guide-openings,
slides having their opposite sides working 1n
the guide-openings of the cross-bars, and a
flexible web looped over the cross-bars to form
pockets and engaged with the slides to be
drawn outwardly therewith.

9. A mail-pouch having a series of cross-
bars slidable horizontally thereon, a flexible
web looped over the cross-bars to form pock-
ets, and controlling-slides connected to the
nockets and movable substantially at right
angles to the direction of movement of the
cross-bars.

10. A mail-pouch having opposite internal
ouideways, cross-bars having their terminals
slidably mounted in the guideways, a flexible
web looped over the cross-bars to form pock-
ots. and controlling-slides carried by the cross-
bars and connected to the pockets.

11. A mail-pouch having opposite internal
ouideways provided with corresponding en-
trance-openings, cross-bars having their ends
slidably mounted in the guideways and in-
sertible and removable through the entrance-
openings thereof, a flexible web looped over
the cross-bars to form pockets, and control-
ling-slides carried by the cross-bars and con-
nected to the pockets for drawing the same

outwardly.

12. A mail-pouch having opposite internal
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guideways, cross-bars havine their ends slid-
ably mounted in said guideways and provided
with openings located between the guideways,
a flexible web looped over the cross-bars to
torm pockets, and poclket-controlline slicles,
each slide consisting of a frame having oppo-
site sides slidable in the openings of the ad-
jacent cross-bars and provided with a cross-
bar adjacent its upper end, the web being
looped over the cross-bar of the slide and be-
neath the lower end of the slide.

13. A mail-pouch having opposite guide-
ways, each guldeway consisting of an upstand-
ing flange spaced from the adjacent side of
the pouch and a horizontal flange overhang-
ing the upstanding flange, a series of ouide-
bars having their ends slidably supported in
the guideways and provided with terminal

projections working back of the upstanding
flanges, a flexible web looped over the guide-
bars to form pockets, and controlling-slides
carried by the guide-rods and connected to the
pockets. : |

14. A mail-pouch havinga plu ality of flexi-

pockets for drawing the same outwardly, and

card-holders carried by the slides.
~In testimony that we claim the foregoing as

*

our own we have hereto aflixed our signatures
In the presence of two witnesses.

PETER J. JONSRUD.
MADS M. SKYRUD.

Witnesses:
O. B. BorsHEM,
HaxNAH TOoRBLAD.
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