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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 776,590, dated December 6, 1904.
| Application filed August 4, 1904. Serial No. 219,490, (No model,}

To all whom it may concermn.:

citizen of the United States, residing at Rich-
wood, in the county of Union and State of
Ohio, have invented a new and useful (zate,
of which the following is a specification.

Be it known that I, WiLrLiam D. Harmon, a

~ This invention relates to gates, more par-.
ticularly to farm-gates, and has for its object
to improve the construction and produce a
gate of increased strength and durability and

~ wherein the free or swinging end is supported

from sagging when closed and likewise locked

~from lateral movement at the lower side.
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Another object of the invention is to pro-
duce a gate wherein the free or swinging end
1s locked in its closed position at both its up-
per and lower sides and likewise prevented
from saggeing when closed. N

With these and other objects in view, which
will appear as the nature of the invention is
better understood, the same consisfs in cep-
tain novel features of construction, as herein-
atter fully described and claimed. _

In the accompanying drawings, forming a

part of this specification, and in which cor-
responding parts are denoted by like desig-

nating characters, is illustrated the preferred
form of the embodiment of the invention ca-
pable of carrying the same into practical op-
eration, 1t being understood that the inven-

tion is not necessarily limited thereto, as va-

rious changes in the shape, proportions, and
general assemblage of the parts may be re-
sorted to without departing from the prinei-
ple of the invention or sacrificing any of its
advantages. I -
In the drawings thus employed, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of the improved gate in its
closed position. Fig. 2 is a side elevation of
a portion of the gate at the swinging end, to-
gether with a portion of the adjacent fence,
1llustrating the operation of the locking mech-
anism. HFig. 3 is a transverse sectional view

of HKig. 1.

The 1mproved gate is of the ordinary con-
struction with the vertical members 10 11 12
and the spaced horizontal rails 13, differing
only from the ordinary gate in having the
lowermost rail 14 pivoted at 15 in the vertical .

member 12 and free to swing vertically by its
other end 186. _ --
The members 10 11 12 are disposed in pairs
and secured to opposite sides of the rails 13
and the members 11 12 extended at their lower
ends to embrace the opposite sides of the mov-
able rail 14, the end members 12 having the
rail 14 pivoted between them and the inter-
meciate members 11, forming euides to the

“movable rail as it is raised and lowered. At-

tached to opposite sides of the movable rail
14 near its free end, as by a pivot 17, are bars

18 19, extending upwardly at opposite sides

of the rails and connected above the upper
rall by a tie-bolt 20 and one of the bars, as

19, extended into a handle 21, the bolt 20 hav-

ing a roller 22, if required.

T'he gate is hinged, as at 23, in the ordinary
manner to a post 24 at one side of the gate-
way-opening and swings past a post 25 at the
opposite side of the gateway-opening. Dis-
posed adjacent to the post 25 is a stop mem-
ber 26, preferably in the form of a short post
or stake, provided with an upwardly-opening
socket 27 to receive the free end 16 of the
movable rail 14 when the latter is in position

‘parallel to the rails 13, as in Fig. 1.

Pivoted to the bars 18 19 at 28 is a latch-
bar 29, extending between the members 10,
for seating in a socket in the post 25 when
projected. The bars 18 19 will be so disposed
that when in vertical position or when hold-
ing the gate closed they will rest against the
members 10, as in Fig. 1. A stop-bolt 80 is
iserted through the members 10 above the
latch member 29 to prevent direct upward
movement of the members 18 19and the mov-
able rail 14 when the gate is closed.

By this arrangement when the parts are ar-
ranged and assembled as shown in Fig. 1 the
gate will be firmly supported from lateral
movement and locked in closed position both
at the lower side by means of the lower rail
14, seated in the socketed post 26, and at the
upper side by the latch-bar 29, and also sup-
ported vertically and prevented from sao-
ging by the coaction of the bars 18 19, mov-
able rail 14, latch-bar 29, and stop-bolt 30, as
will be obvious. |
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When the gate is to be opened, the bars 18
19 are moved by the handle 21 toward the
hinge end of the gate, the bolt 20 or roller 22

running along the upper rail 18 and drawing

the latch member 29 out of its socket in the

post 25 and also elevating the rail 14 clear of
its socket 97 in the stop-post 26 and releasing

the gate.

The whole construction is simple, conven-
ient to operate, and will be found very efhi-
cient for the purposes described. ,

Havine thus described the invention, what
is claimed 1s—

A swinging gate having its lower longitu-
dinal rail pivoted, a stop member disposed In
the path of said gate and having an upwardly-
opening socket adapted to receive the free end
of said pivoted rail for preventing lateral
swinging movement of the gate in either di-
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rection, a lock-bar slidably disposed upon the
free end of the gate, lever-arms embracing
the opposite sides of said gate and connected

at one end to the pivoted rail and at the op-

posite end by a lateral guidemember adapted
to slide freely on the top rail of the gate where-
by lateral movement of the lever-arms will
simultaneously actuate the pivoted rail and
sliding lock-bar, one of said lever-arms be-
inge extended above the top of the gate and be-
yvond the opposite lever to form an operating-
handle.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
myown I have hereto aflixed my signature 1n
the presence of two witnesses.

WILTLIAM D. HARMON.

Witnesses:

J. K. LANGSTAFF,
Joux W. CRAWFORD.
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