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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No.776,409, dated November <9, 1904.

Application filed June 23, 1903, Serial No. 162,791,

(No model,)

To all whony it may concer:

Be 1t known that we, Aroxzo C. MATHER,
residing at Chicago, in the county of (Jook
and btate of Illinois, and MrrrarDp F. BowEN,

ding at Buffalo, in the county of Erie and

resl

State of New Ymk citizens of the United

States, have invented new and useful Improve-
ments 1 Building-Blocks, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

This invention relates to buﬂdmcr-blocks
The object of the mventlon 1s 1n a ready:.
simple, thoroughly-eflicient, and practical
manner to effect ventilation of the walls of a
building and to dispense with the employ-
ment of ordinary laths, to which the plaster

or facing of the walls is secured.

With theseandother objects in view, as will
appear as the nature of the invention is better
understood the same consists,generally stated,
in a bmldmﬂ—block pr ovided on one side with
channels or ducts and a backing secured over
the channels and constituting a plaster attach-
INg means. |

The invention consists, further, in the novel
form of building-block and method of making
the same, as WIH be heremafter fully desurlbed
and clmlmed

In the accompanying drawmgs, forming a

part of this specification, and in which like

characters of reference indicate correspond-
ing parts, there are illustrated two forms of
the embodiment of the invention, each capable
of carrying the same into practical operation,
1t being understood that the elements therein
exhibited may be varied or changed as to
shape, proportion, and exact manner of as-
semblage without departing from the spirit
thereot

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a view in per-
spective exhibiting a finished building-block
embodylng the foatures of the present in-
vention, the view being taken from the front
thereof. FKig. 2 is 4 similar view taken from
the rear side of the block. Kig. 3 1s a similar

view of a modified form of block.

~T'he block is to be made of any suitable ma-
terial, such as Portland cement or other sub-
stances adapted mechanically to be worked
to the desired shape and to be formed in any .

- kind of mold, machine, or press adapted for 50

the purpose. Various contours may be im-
parted to the blocks other than those herein
shown, and as this will be well understood
further illustration is deemed unnecessary.

The block 1, which is exhibited as being ap- 55

proximately lGCtaHUUl‘LI in shape, is 1}1(Wlded
in this instance Wlth two channels 2 on itsin-
ner side, which when the block is in position
will be vertically disposed and will constitute

alr-clucts to effect proper ventilation and will 6o

also operate topreclude heat, cold, and damp-
ness. It will be understood Lh*"tt w1Lh a wall

constructed with the blocks of this invention

they will be so disposed as that when the

blocks are superposed there will be continu- 653

ous channels throughout the entire height of
the wall. As ShDWﬂ 1n Fig. 1, the 011ter face
otthe block is ornamented, (the terms ~outer”
and " inner” being cmployed to Indicate the

front or finished face' of the block and the 70

rear or plaster-receiving portion of the block,
respectively;) such or namentation being pro-
duced while the block is in the mold, press, or
machine; butit will be obvious that this featur e

may be omitted without departing from the 75

spirit of the invention. While the block is still
in semiplastic condition, and thus capable of
recelving impressions or indentations, it is re-
moved from the machine and a suitable back-

ing 3 1s applied, which may be ordinary me- 8o

tallic lath or reticulated or foraminous mate-
rial, as may be preferred. This backing may -
be assembled with the block, either by bem@
sunk thereinto by suitable machinery, so that

the meshes or walls of the openings therein 8g

will be included within the body of the block,
or, 1if preferred, it may be secured in position
by the employment either of staples 4 or nails
5 driven into the block. In either event when

the block is set the backing will be a part 9o

thereof and will serve as a positive means of
holding the plaster of the room- -walls in posi-
tion.

Instead of attaching the backing to the

block in the manner desc‘nbed the partitions 95

or flanges 6 of the block may be provided with
openings 7, formed in the block while still plas-
tic, and atter the block is set the backine may




2

~ be attached thereto by driving nails or sta-

10

20

ples into the openings thus formed. |
While but two channels have been shown

in the embodiment of the invention illustrated
and these disposed in parallelism, it is to be un-
derstood that other channels extencding at

richt angles to the first-named channels may
beemployed without departing from the spirit
of the invention.

By the employment of the backing or lath
to the block the use of ordinary wooden lath
or metallic lathing, such as is commonly em-
ployed, is dispensed with, thereby materially
reducing the cost of building a wall by this
form of block.

While described as particularly adapted for
constructing the walls of a building, 1t will be
obvious that blocks constructed in this man-
ner may be used for laying flooring without
departing from the scope of the invention.

Having thus described the invention, what1s
claimed as new 1s—

1. A building-block provided on one face
with channels, a flat open-work backing there-
for extending entirely over said face and over
the mouths of the channels, and fastening

means for securing the backing to the block.

9. A building-block provided with channels

776,409

on its inner face, and an open-work backing
therefor secured thereto, said backing ar-
ranged exteriorly of the block and extending
over said face in a singie plane and over the
mouths of the channels.

3. Asanew article of manufacture, a build-

ing-block provided with channels and a back-
ing for the block, arranged exteriorly thereof
in a single plane and extending entirely over
the mouths of the channels.

4. A building-block provided on one side

30

with channels or ducts, and a backing for the 40

block arranged exteriorly thereof in a single
plane and secured thereto and extending over
the channels constituting a plaster-attaching
means. | |

In testimony whereof we have hereunto set
our hands in presence of the subscribing wit-

nesses.
ALONZO C. MATHER.
MILLARD F. BOWLEN.
Witnesses to signature of Alonzo C. Ma-
ther:
JorN A. CLAREK,
DaxtierL O’KEEFE.
Witnesses tosignature of Millard I¥. Bowen:
Daxier,. W. ALLEN,
JESSTE EMERY VOORHIS.
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