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To all whony it may Coneer:

Be 1t known that I, Joun HERR, a cltlzen of
the United States, residing at ME:LI’IOH in the
county of Marion and State of Ohio, have in-
vented new and useful Improvements in Rail-
road-Ties, of which the following is a specifi-
catlion.

My invention relates to improvements in
railroad-ties; and one object of my invention
1s the provision of a railroad-tie which can be
easily made and which will form a perfect

~support for the rail and whlch will last a life-

time.

Another object of my invention is the pro-
vision of a railroad-tie which will receive and
properly distribute the weight imposed upon
i1t, which will be of extremely simple and in-
expensive construction, and thoroughly prac-
tical in every particular.

With these objects in view my invention
consists of a railroad-tie embodying novel fea-
tures of constructionand combination of parts,
substantially as disclosed herein. _

Kigure 1 represents -a perspective view of
my railroad -tie. Fig. 2 represents an end
view of the railroad-tie. FKig. 3 represents a
centml sectional view. Hig. 4 replesents
view of a modified construction. Fig. 5 rep-
resents a view of another modlhed construc-
t1lon. |

In the drawings, A d651 onates the main por-
tion or support of my tle., and B designates

the side portions, which are inclined toward

the center and provide the central inclined
portion C, this construction enabling the tie
to fit securely 1n the ballast or surface and
form a perfect support, and the top and sides
can be made 1n a single piece or be connected
by a tongue-and-groove fastening D and se-
cured together by tie-bolts E. To the top

of the tie are secured rail-engaging devices
F, and opposite said devices are the openings

Gr through which pass the headed bolts H,
Whmh engage the opposite.sides of the foot of

‘the rail, and the lower face of the top is pro- 45

vided with the inclined cross-pieces J, which
engage the lower portion of the securing-bolts
forfastening and securing them in place. The
encagcing devices may be secured to the tie
by serews IS, or said devices may be formed
with tongues L°, which enter grooves M and
are retained in place by screws or wedges.
Said grooves may be arranged transversely
or longitudinally, as desired. The engaging
devices may be formed with a lug adapted to
pass through the tie and be secured in place
by the rivet, or said engaging devices may be
formed mteﬂ‘ml with the tie.

Tt is evident that I provide a railroad-tie
which 1s simple and inexpensive of produc-
tion, which is thoroughly efficient and prac-
tical for the intended purpose, and which will
last a long time.

I claim—

1. Therailroad-tie consisting of the flat top
or supporting portion having the openings to
receive the rail-fastenings, the sides inclined
toward the center, the rail-engaging devices

on the top portion and the fastening securing

ribs on the under side of the top portion, said
ribs being arranged transversely and contigu-
ous to the openingsin the top, and having the

straight face against which the fastening rests

and the inclined face to receive the bent. end
of said fastening.

9. The railroad-tie herein desmlbed con-
sisting of the top portion, the sides twpm ed
from the center toward their ends and con-
nected to the top by a tongue or groove joint,
bolts connecting and securing the top and
sides and the rail-engaging devices on the top
of the tie.

In testimony whereof 1 hereunto aflix my

signature in the presence of two witnesses.
JOHN HERR.

Witnesses:
JouN W. HIMMEGER,
Gro. B. SCoFIELD.
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