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To all whom it may corncerm:

Be it known that I, SAMUEL S. (FARDNER, a
citizen of the United States of America, re-

siding at Pittsburg, in the county of Alle--

cheny and State of Pennsylvania, have 1n-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Picture-Frames, of which the following 1s
a specification, reference being had therein to
the accompanying drawings.

This invention has relation to pictures, and

more particularly to mats that are employed

in framing pictures. _
The invention has for its object to provide
a mat for pictures that will be highly at-
tractive in design and artistic in character.
Another objeect of my Invention is to con-

struct a mat for picture-frames that will be

extremely simple in construction and com-
paratively inexpensive to manufacture.

In carrying my invention into effect I have
provided a mat for pictures which will be at-
tractive to the eve, and I have so constructed
the same that it will enhance the artistic qual-
ity of the picture. It is a well-known fact
that some pictures which are very good sub-

jects are lacking in vigor and are weak and
flat, and in providing my improved mat 1.

have constructed the same upon such lines
that a contrast will be established between
the picture and a mat whereby the beauty and
highly-attractive design of the same will en-
hance the lacking features of the picture. -
Briefly described, my improvement in pic-
tures resides in providing a mat which will
be formed upon the glass of the frame, which
is employed to protect a picture mounted in
the frame. The mat is formed of a pearla-

ceous material, such as mother-of-pearl, and 1t

is cemented or otherwise secured to the glass
in a frame, a filling having an iridescent

effect being interposed between such pieces

of pearl, whereby the same will be exposed

through the glass and present a neat and at-

45

tractive appearance. A suitable opening 1s
allowed in the mat to accommodate a picture.
- The above construction will be hereinatter
more fully described.

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 18 a
front elevation of a piecture-frame, mat, and

structed in accordance with my invention;
and Fig. 2 is a vertical sectional view of the
same. . . |

Throughout both views of the drawings

lilke numerals of reference indicate corre-

sponding parts, and the reference-numeral
1 indicates a frame, which may be made of
wood or sheet metal, the frame being artistic-
ally ornamental as may be desired. Upon
the corners of the framel provide ornamenta-
tions 2 2, which are employed to secure a
plate of glass 3 upon the frame, these orna-
mentations overlapping the corners of the
olass and retaining the same thereon. Upon
the inner side or rear face of the glass 1 con-

struct my improved mat, this mat consisting
of a plurality of pieces of mother-of-pearl or
the like, as indicated by the reference-numer-

als 4 4, and to secure said pieces of mother-
of-pearl upon the glass I employ a suitable
cement. Asthe pieces of mother-of-pearlare
irregular inshape, it is impossible at all times
to place the pieces of pearl together so as to
make a tight-fitting joint, and to overcome
the bad effect that would be produced by said

joints I employ a filler in connection with the

cement to secure the pileces of pearl to the
olass. Any suitable liquid or transparent
cement may be used, and in connection with
the cement afiller composed of gravel or sand
and finely-powdered mica is used, this com-
position being highly colored with various
transparent colors, which will give an 1ri-
descent effect to the filler. By employing a

filler composed of the above ingredients 1

have as near as possible imitated the general
appearance of pearl, the filler displaying a
brilliancy of changeable colors similar to the
pnatural pearl, and when this filler has been
placed between the pieces of mother-of-pearl
as designated by the reference-numeral 5 the

entire mat will present an optical i1llusion of

being formed of one solid piece of pearl.
In the accompanying drawings I have 1llus-
trated the pictureof a woman as being mount-

ed in a frame, and this picture may becement-

ed to the glass or may be placed in the frame
in the ordinary manner, and where it 1s de-
sired to have the picture appear in an oval

picture mounted therein, said parts being con- | such an opening in the mat is maintained when
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the mat is constructed, and in Fig. 2 of the
drawings I have 1llustrated the mat as being
backed or supported by a suitable material,

such as carcdboard. The cardboard, as des-
ignated by the reference-numeral 6, is cut

away to permit the insertion of the picture 7
within the frame, the cut-away portion 8 be-
ing retained and bound with tape 9 or other
sultable material, the one side of the cut-away
portion 8 being hinged by securing the tape
to one side of the backing or support 6.

It will be observed thatin thestyle of frame
and picture illustrated in the accompanying
drawings the glass plate is secured upon the
frame; yet I do not wish it to be understood
that this 1s the preferable form of construc-
tion, as a frame of the ordinary character may
be employed wherein the glass is mounted
within the frame. It will also be noted that
any desired shape of mat may be constructed
upon the same principle as that set forth and
an opening of any contour provided for the
picture when constructing the mat. I donot
care to limit myself to the use of glass alone,
but may employ celluloid or any suitable
transparent substance which will support the
mother-of-pearl, and while I “have herein de-
scribed sand or gravel and mica as beilng em-
ployed to forma filling, colored gravel or sand
with or without mica may beused and applied
to the glass by coating the same with gelatin
to which a desir able plgment has been added
and upon the gelatin before it solidifies, these
ingredients producmo an 1ricdescent metallic-
like appearance or crystallization.

What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, 1s—

1. As a new article of manufacture, a mat
for pictures and the like consisting of pieces
of mother-of-pearl placed adjacent to each
other, a filling having an iridescent effect in-
terposed between said pieces of pearl.

2. In combination with a picture-frame, a
plate of glasscarried by said frame, a plumhty
of pieces of mother-of-pearl secured to said |

olass, a

776,316
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lling having an iridescent effect in-
terposed between the adjoining edges of said
pearl, substantially as described.

In combination with a picture-frame, and
aplate of glass carried by said frame, of pleces

of pearl mounted upon said Gl%ss a filling
having an iridescent effect mterposeg be—
tween the adjoining edges of said pearl, and
means for sustaining “said pearl upon the
olass.

4. Incombinationwith apicture-frame e hav-
ing a glass mounted thereon, a plurality of
pieces of mother-of-pearl mounted upon said
glass, a filling composed of an iridescent ma-
terial 1nterposed between said pieces of pearl,
and means for sustalning said pearl and fill-
ing uponthe glass, substantially as described.

5. As a new article of manufacture, a mat
for pictures consisting ot a plurality of pieces
of pearl, a filling composed of iridescent ma-
terial inter _gosed between said pieces of pearl,
ancd means for sustaining said pearl within a
picture-frame.

6. As a new article of manufacture, a mat
for picture-frames and the like consisting of
pieces of mother-of-pearl, a filling composed
of sand, mica and a pigment, said filling adapt-
ed to be interposed between the edges of said
pearl, and means for sustaining said mat with-
10 apicture-—fmme,_substantial v as described.

7. As a new article of manufacture, a mat
for picture-framesand pictures, said mat con-
sisting of a plurality of pleces of pear] mount-
ed upon a glass plate, a
sand, mica and a plgment, said filling being
1nterposed between adjoining edges of said
pearl, means for securing said peall and fill-
ing to a plate of glass, Substanmally as de-
seribed.

In testimony whereof 1a

i

xmy signaturein

the presence of two witnesses.

SAMUEL &. GARDNER.
Witnesses:

H. C. Everr,
K. H. BurLER.
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