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o all whom it w'mry COTLCCT L.

Beitknownthat I, Jospru P. SHERER,a citi- |

zen of the United States, residing at Milwau-
kee, in the county of Mllw.fml{ee and State of
Wisconsin, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Molds for Building-
Blocks, of which the following is a specilica-
tlon, 1*elerence being had to the : accompanying
drawings, forming a part thereof.

The main Ob]wt of this invention is to pro-
vide a mold of simple construction and oper-
ation with interchangeable parts for making
a variety of concrete building-blocks.

1t consists in certain novel ieatures of con-
struction and in the peculiar arrangement and
combinations of parts hereinafter particu-
larly described, and pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings like letters

designate the same parts in all the figures.
Flﬂ ure 1 is a plan view of a mold, partlally

DpPI’]Gd embodying Lhe invention: Fw 2 1isa

front view; and Figs. 8 and 4 are end VIeWS
as seen 11‘*0111 the left .-;md right, respectively,
with reference to Figs. 1 and 2.

The mold comprises three distinet mem-
bers—a front plate @, an end plate 4, and a
back plate ¢. The back plate 1s formed with
oppositely-turned limbs ¢ and ¢, the limb &

“forming one end of the mold and the limb ¢
bemﬂ 1011%1“ than the limb  and terminating

in an extension f parallel with the body or
main portion of the plate. Offsets forming

vertical recesses or channels g and 74 in the_
imner face of the back plate are usually made,

the channel g being about midway between

the ends of the pl*‘z,te and the channel % next

to the shorter limb (“?

The front plate ¢ is for med at one end with

a pair of perforated ears ¢ 2, which are fitted

between corresponding ears 7 7 on the limb d

of the back plate and are detachably connect-
ed therewith by a removable hinge-pin £.

The end plate 4 is also tormed at one end

with a pair of perforated ears 7, fitted be-
tween corresponding ears s 2 on the other
end of the back plate and detachably con-
nected therewith by a removable hinge-pin«.

The mold is open at the top and botLom

:

.«111d the plates of whlch it is composed are
preferably cast mth ribs or ﬂcmg}em s ahown
to give ‘t~
mchtv Wi
The hmﬂed 110111: a,nd end pl ltf‘h 0 ..mrl ;
are arrang od to close together at the ends op-
posite their hinged ends. perpencicular or at
right angles to mch other and are provided
with a 51111@1 le fastening for securely holding
theni togeether when the mold is closed.

This
msntuung may consist, as shown, of a notched
lug o, formed on one of the plates, and an
eyebolt p, pivoted between ears on the outer
face of the other plate in position to be turned
into and out of engagement with the noteh
i sald lug and provided with a handle-nut
g or other suitable clamping device.

To prevent the plates ¢ and 4 from spring-
ing out of place when the mold is closed and
the consequent molding of winding or lmper-
fect blocks, the end ]]L,LLL b 18 1}1“01?1@](311 n 1ts
front ecdge with dowel-pihs », fitting into cor-
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reSpOnde holes s in the front pl.«lte a when

the mold 1s closed.

By making the front and end plates @ and
b detachable from the -back plate ¢ a number
of interchangeable front and end plates hav-
ing their inner faces variously formed to mold
blocha resembling smooth and rough stone,
brickwork, &c., mdy be provided and used
with a smﬂle &L.:md,;ud hack plate.

Blocks of different dimensions may be
formed in the same mold by inserting in the
ends of the mold-cavity wood or metal blocks
of different dimensions, the mold being con-
structed to form build lnﬂmblocl»..b of the lcll"'ﬂb‘%t
dlmenslons that may be required without s:,uch
1lling-blocks. Thus by providing a number

of interchangeable front and end plates and
a number of hllmﬂ blocks of different dimen-

sions a great variety of building -blocks may
be made in the mold without unnece %sary cu-
plication of parts.

In operation the mold is p]au:,i[ On & smoot}
floor, board, or other support, which serves
as a bottom wall or closure for the mold-cav-
ity. The hinged front and end plates ¢ and

) being closed and secured ‘L{wothu by the
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fastening, as shown in Fig. 3, the mold 1s
illed with concrete or other plastic material,
which is tamped or pressed into the mold-
cavity. To facilitate the filling of the mold,
a removable hopper, which is not shown, may
be provided. After it has been filled to the
top the hopper is removed and the excess of
concrete or other material is removed by
means of a trowel or other suitable 1nstru-
ment flush with the upper edges of the mold.
The front and end plates ¢ and § are then un-
tastened and swung outwardly and the mold
is removed from the block thus formed. The
blocks may be left where they are formed,
the mold being progressively moved from
place to place, or they may be molded on

~ boards or trays and taken away to a storage-
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room or other convenient place to dry and
harden. |

When the front and end plates « and ) are
recessed or indented in their inner faces to
imitate rough stone or produce raised portions
on the exterior faces of the building-blocks,
the hinging of said plates to the back plate
admits of their being swung outwardly from
the molded blocks and of the removal of the
mold therefrom without mutilating or injur-
ing projecting portionsof the molded exterior
faces of the blocks.

Various changes in the details of construc-
tion and in the conformation of the compo-
nent parts of the mold may be made to acdapt
it to molding building-blocks ot various SIVASE

and forms and in imitation of various mate- |

rials.
I claim—
1. A mold for building-blocks comprising
three members, two of which are hinged to

the other at diagonally opposite corners of the

mold and are provided with a fastening at the
ends opposite the hinges, substantially as de-
scribedl. '

9. A mold for building-blocks comprising
a, generally L-shaped plate constituting the

775,940

back and narrower end of the mold and front 4 5

and end plates hinged to opposite ends of said
L-shaped plate at diagonally opposite corners
of the mold, substantially as described.

3. A mold for building-blocks comprising
a back plate having oppositely-turned trans-
verse limbs at the ends, the rearward limb
being longer thanthe forward limb, and front
and end plates hinged to the ends of the back
plate at diagonally opposite corners of the
mold, substantially as described.

4. A mold for building-blocks comprising
a back plate open at the top and bottom and
having a transverse limb forming one end ot
the mold, a front plate hinged at one end to
the end of said limb and an end plate hinged
at one end to the other end of the back plate,
substantially as described. .

5. A mold for building-blocks comprising
a back plate having at the ends oppositely-
turned transverse limbs one of which is longer
than the other and has an extension parallel
with.the body of the plate, ancd offsets form-

ing vertical channels or recesses in the inner

face of the plate, one next to its shorter limb

and the other between itsends, and front anc
end plates hinged to the ends of the back
plate, substantially as described. |

6. A mold for building-blocks comprising
a back plate having a transverse limb form-
ing one end of the mold and front and end
plates hinged to the ends of the back plate so
as to close at richt angles to each other, and
provided one with dowel-pins fitting 1nto cor-
responding holes in the other and with a fas-
tening for holding them together when the
mold is closed, substantially as described.

In witness whereof 1 hereto aflix my signa-

ture in presence of two witnesses.
JOSEPH P. SHERER.

Witnesses:
CHas. L. Goss,
BernarD C. ROLOFF.
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