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Lo all whom it may concern:
_ Be it known that we, AssaLos Woonpwarp
Svrra and IsaBerL R. Smire, citizens of the

United States, residing at Blairsville, in the

county of Indiana and State of Pennsylvania,
have invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments 1n Bodkins; and we do declare the fol-
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the invention, such as will enable others
skilled in the art to which it ap pertains to make
and use the same. ' '

Our invention relates to Improvements in
bodkins or devices for inserting a drawing-

‘string, ribbon, or the like through a hem or

casing of fabric or other material.

The object of our invention is to provide a

device of this character which will he simple
in construction, durable 1n use, very efficient
for the purpose intended, and comparatively
inexpensive to manufacture. - _

With this and other objects in view the in-
vention consists of certain novel features of
construction, combination, and arrangement
of parts, as will be more fully described, and
particularly pointed out in the appended
claims. |

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of one form of our inven-

tion. Fig. 2is alongitudinal section through
the same. Fig. 3 isa transverse section taken

on the line 3 3 of Fig. 2. Figs. 4 and 5 are
respectively side and edge views of a modi-
fied form of our invention. Kig. 6 is a side

view of still another modified form of our in-

vention. |

Referring more particularly to Fios. 1, 2,
and 3 of the drawings, the numeral 1 denotes
abodkin comprising aneedle-like bodyof metal
orothersuitable material formed with longitu-
dinally-alined handles 1% having blunt outer

ends 2 and connected at their inner ends by an

offset portion 3. The handles 1* are prefer-
ably ot equal length, thus disposing the inter-

‘mediate offset portion 3 at the center of the

bodkin. The said offset portion 3 is curved
or arc-shaped and adapted to receive a clasp

4, which takes the place of the usual eye in

the ordinary bodkin. The said clasp com-

guard.
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prises a pin 5 and a guard 6 for the point of
As clearly shown in Fig. 2. said pin 50

the pin. _ _
has one of its ends 7 fixed rigidly in the body
L at one end of the curved offset portion 3.

and 1t extends longitudinally across the offset

portion in alinement with the edge of the body

.- The guard 6 is secured at the opposite end 55

of the offset portion 8 and forms a cap or hood
to receive the point of the pin. one side of the
cap or hood being closed and its other side
having a downwardly and outward ly project-
ing f
the pin must be sprung in order to dis engage
1t from the guard. The pin being thus dis-

posed and protected is not liable to be acei-

dentally unfastened and will permit the de-

vice to be pushed through the hem, casing, or 65

the like with erther end foremost. _
In using the device the pin is disengaged

. Trom the guard, then passed through the strin o,

tape, ribbon, or the like which is to be drawn

through the hem, and again s prung under the 7o
Kither end of the hody is then in-

serted in the hem and worlked through the
same 1n a manner well understood. The DPOY-

tions of the body at each end of the clasp are
of suflicient length to be readily orasped, so 75

that the device may be manipulated withont

bringing the fingers in contact with the pIin,

and thereby possibly untastening the clasp.
The construction of the bodlkin illustrated

in Figs. 4 and 5 is very similar to that of the 8o

one just described. The pin 10 of the clasy
1nstead of being rigidly attached to the body
1s pivotally or hingedly connected thereto to
permit 1t to have a swinging movement. A

portion of the body at one end of the offset 83

portion is grooved or recessed, as at 11, to
form ears 12, between which the end of said
pin 1s disposed and pivotally secured by a pin
15, passed through apertures in said ears and

pin.  The construction and operation of this go

form of our invention is the same ag that of

' the form previously described, the spring

or resilience of the pins in both forms being
sutlicient to hold them against casual disen-
gagement from their guards.
form the pin 10, owing to its pivotal connec-

lange or lip 8, beneath which the point ol 6o

In the latter 9z
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tion, may be swung out to a greater extent;
to permit it to be more readily engaged with
the string or ribbon. -

In the embodiment of our invention which
- illustrated in Fig. 6 the clasp is in the form
of an ordinary safety-pin 20, the back of
the same being secured in the curved offset
portion of the body, as clearly shown in said
fioure.

We wish to be understood that we do not
limit ourselves to the construction and ar-
rangement of parts herein shown and de-
seribed. The pin and guard, for instance, may
he located at any point on the body, whether
adjacent to its center or to either of its ends.
The body instead of being formed with an ofi-
set, portion may be straight, and the pin may
be either straight or curved. Various other
changes in the form, proportion, and the mi-
nor details of construction may be resorted to
without departing from the principle or sac-
rificing any of the advantages of this inven-
tion. | |

From the foregoing description, taken in
connection with the accompanying drawings,
the construction and operation of the inven-
tion will be readily understood without re-
quiring a more extended explanation.

Having thus describecd our invention, what
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we claim as new. and desire to secure by Let-

- ters Patent, 15—

1. A bodkin or tape-needle comprising a
body having an offset portion intermediate 1ts
ends, a resilient pin rigidly secured at one end
of said offset portion and extending across the
same, said pin being of a length substantially
coextensive in length with the offset portion,
and a guard for the point of said pin secured
at the opposite end of said offset portion, sub-
stantially as described.

2. A bodkin comprising

longitudinally-

Cra
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alined solid handles, an offset portion joining

said handles, a pin adapted to span the space
of the offset portion and connected at one endl
to the inner end of one of said handles, and

45

located wholly between the handles, and a

cateh and guard for the free end of the pin
upon the inner end of the other handle, sub-
stantially as described.

In testimony whereof we have hereunto set
our hands in presence of two subscribing Wwit-
nesses.

ABSATOM WOODWARD SMITH.
ISABEL R. SMITH.

Witnesses:
DANL. SMITH,
Mary L. SMITH.
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