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1o all whom it iy coneern: _
Be it known that I, Jamms M. Raxck, Sr., a

citizen of the United States of America, resid- ;

ing at Allegheny, in the county of Allegheny

and State of Pennsylvania, have invented cor- |

tain new and useful Improvements in Tack-
Pullers, of which the following is a specifica-
tion, reference being had therein to the ac-
companying drawings.

This invention relates to certain new and

“useful improvementsin tack-pullers: and while

1t 18 primarily and particularly adapted for

“the pulling of ““staple-tacks” yet may be em-

ployed as well for the pulling of the ordinary
headed tacks. |

In the pulling of what are known in the

trade as ““staple-tacks” it is inconvenient to
extract the same from the floor or other fas-
tening with the ordinary tack-puller, due to
the fact that it is practically impossible to
engage the tack-puller underneath the cross-
bar of the staple-tack.

1t 1s the primary object of my mvention to

'

‘overcome this difficulty and construet a taclt-

puller which may be advantageously used for
the pulling of the staple-tacks irrespective of

how close the cross-bar of the same may be.

driven to the material into which the prongs
of the tack engage.

Briefly described, my invention comprises a

blade embodying a body portion the forward
portion of which is substantially triangular,
sald body portion having a bow or rounded

heel on the lower edge back of the triangular

portion of the body, with a tapering shank
projecting rearwardly from the body of the
blade and on a plane above the same, this
shank being adapted to receive g sultable
handle fastened thereto in any desired man-
ner. The body of the tool or instrument and
the shank which receives the handle are made

ot one piece,and may therefore be cut,stamped,

or pressed out of a suitable plece of stee] or
other metal.

The specitic construction of the device will
be hereinafter more specifically deseribed and
then particularly pointed out in the appended
claim, and in describing the invention in de-
tall reference will be had to the accompany -
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ing drawings, forming a part of this applica-
tion, and wherein like numerals of reference
will be employed for designating like parts

throughout the different views of the araw-

ings, in which—

Figure 1 is a detail side elevation of my im-

proved tack-puller. Tig. 2 is a cletail edge
view thereof. Iig. 3 is a detail perspective
view of the body portion broken away from
the shank, showing a modified form of con-

struction; and Fie. 4 is a detail perspective

view of the device with the handle broken
away, showing the application of the tool or

Instrument for pulling staple-tacks,

To construct the device, I provide a piece of
flat steel or other suitable metal and shape
the same to form the substantially triangular

forward portion to the hody, this triangular

portion 1 terminating in the point 2 and hav-

ing its edges 3 4 diverging at sy bstantially the

same 1nclination with respeet to the longitu-
dinal axial center of said body.- The body of
the instrument and the integral shank 5 are of
the same thickness. A line drawn straight
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through the body in line with the top ecdge 3

would intersect with the lower edge of the

shank 5 at the joining therewith to the body,
while the edge 4 of the body, which is the un-
“derneath edge, is swelled out or bowed to form
the heel 6, which acts as the fulerum when the

instrument is used. The shank 5 tapers or is
inclined alike on both edges toward the free

end thereof, and on this shanls is fitted a suit- _-

able handle 7, which may be held thereon in
any sultable manner, as by a nut or by a
washer placed on the protruding end of the
shank, and the latter then riveted down, as
shown in the present illustration. The inner
end of said shank is angularly cisposed, as at
5%, 80 as to extend at an obtuse angle to both
the triangular body portion and the remain-
ing portion of the shanlk. By this construc-
tion the handle will normally occupy an in-
clined position with respect to the body nor-
tion of the tool and have its forward end ele-
vated so that the hand of the operator will not
come1n contact with the floor durin o the tack-
removing operation.

I may construct the rounded heel as shown
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in Fig. 3, wherein this heel 8’ is shown as pro-
vided with corrugations 8 on 1ts rounded edge,
whereby to more effectually grip with the
surface it is engaged with and prevent slip-
ping, and I may also provide the triangular
forward portionof the body in itsupper ecdoe,
near the point thereof, with a slight depres-
sion 9, in which the cross-bar of the staple-
tack will engage after the point of the instru-
ment is inserted underneath said cross-bar.
In Fig. 4 the 1nstrument is shown in the
manner in which it isused for pulling a staple-
iack 10. In use the instrument 1s held at an

‘inclination such as will enable the pointed end

of the body to be inserted nnderneath the cross-
har of the tack and the handle end then forced
downwardly toward the fioor. 1f the pointed
end: of the instrument has been passed under
the cross-bar of the tack, the latter will be ele-
vated as the fulerum 6 or 6’ engages with the
1oor and the handle is forced down, the heel

~ being of a depth suflicient to cause the tack to
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be elevated out of the floor prior to the len-
ogagement of the handle with said floor. Ior
use on the ordinary headed tack the pointed
end of the device may be inserted under the
flange or head of the tack, and the latter thus
readily lifted. The device is extremely sim-
ple and as the strain 1s all edgewise against
the tool blade or body is also extremely strong
and durable. As stated, the body and shank
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qre in one piece and may be stamped or cut 1n

one operation from a suitable piece of metal.

While T have herein shown and described
the invention at length in detail as 1t 1s con-
structed and practiced by me, yet it will be
ohserved that various slight changes may be
made in the details of construction without de-
parting from the general spirit of the inven-
tion. |
Having fully described my invention, what
T claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 15— -

A device for pulling staple-tacks, compris-
1.t metal body of equal thickness
throughout and having an integral rear-
wardly-extending tapering shank with a han-
dle fitted thereon, the said body being substan-
tially triangular in shape with its lower edge
ot an obtuse angle to the upper edge and ter-
minating at the rear end In a rounded heel,
and said upper edge of the body being in ap-
proximately a straicht line with the handle
whereby a longitudinal thrust of the handle
tends to force the point of the body under the
tack, substantially as desecribed.

Tn testimony whereof I affix my signature in
the presence of two witnesses. |

JAMES M. RANCK, Sr.

W'itnesses:
A. M. WILSON,
E. E. PorTER.
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