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casing 18, and the spring 21 isinserted in the .

50

No. 775,649,

UNITED STATES

Patented November 22, 1904,

PATENT OFFICE.

- CHARLES GREGORY, OF. ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI.

- PRUNING~HOOK.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 775,649, dated November 22, 1904.

Application filed April 4, 1904, Serial No, 201,616,

(No model) |

1o all whom it may concerw:

Beit known that I, CHaARLES GREGORY, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at St. Loms |
State of Missouri, have mvented certain new.

and useful Improvements In Pruning-Hooks,

of which the following is a specification con-

taining a full, clear, and exact descrlptlon ref-
erence bemcr had to the accompanying draw-
Ings, formmo’ a part hereof.

My invention relates to prunmﬂ—hooks, and
1t consists of the novel features herein shown,.

described, and claimed.
In the dra,wmas Kigure 1 is a perspective

of a prunmﬂ*—hook constructed In accordance

with the principles of my invention. Fig. 2
1S a side elevation of the head of the pruning-
hook upon an enlarged scale and looking in
the direction mdlcated by the arrow 2 in Fw'
3, the handle being broken away. Fig. 3isa
section on the lme 3 3 of Fig. 2 and lookmo*

in the direction indicated by the ArrOw. Fw' |

4 18 a cross-section on the line 4 4 of Fig. 2
and looking downwardly.

Reterrmo' to the drawings in detail, the
knife 5 is attached to the arm 6, extendmo*
from the ferrule 7, said ferrule bemg fixed
upon the upper end of the handle 8, and said
knife 5 has a cutting edge 9.

A hook 10 1s tormed 1nte,0‘ral with the plate
11, and lips 12 extend from the edge of the

plate 11 around the edge of the kmfe 5 to.

form a bearing in Whlch the knife slides end-
wise. A connectmcr-rod 13 1s connected at its
lower end to the lever 14, said lever 14 being
pivoted to the lower end of the handle 8 and

there being a retractile coil-spring 15 connect--

g the lever 14 to the handle 8, the tension

of said spring being exerted to hold the lever
14 elevated and to hold the hook 10 elevated |

relative to the cutting edge 9 of the knife 5.
A Jaw 16 projects laterally from the hook 10,
said jaw-being either formed integral with the
hook or rlo'lle mounted thereon. The slid-
g jaw 17 is carried by the end of the spring-
casing 18, and said spring-casing is S]ldlIlU'IV
connected to the side of the knife 5 by the Z-
flanges 19.

The spring-stop 20 1s rigidly mounted upon
knife 5 in position toslide into the Spring-

- spring-casing

, one end of the spring engaging
the shoulder 99 at the end of the Spring-cas-
ing and the other end of the spring engaging
the stop 20, the tension of said Spring bemﬂ"
exerted to press the jaw 17 toward the jaw 16.

A screw 23 is screw-seated through the casing

18, so that its point will engage behmd the stop
20 to limit the upward motion of the ; jaw 17.

Iispecial attention is called to the tact that
the cutting edge 9is inclined relative to a hori-
zontal line at an angle of about thirty degrees,
that the highest point of the cutting doe 1S
at the opposite side of the jaws 16 and 17 from
the point of the hook 10, and that the inner
edge 24 of the hook is inclined relative to a
horizontal line slightly less than the cutting
edge 9, as shown in Fig. 2.

In the operation of my improved pruning-
hook the hook is placed in position with the
limb between the jaws 16 and 17. The lever 14

1soperated to slide the hook downwardly upon

the knife 5, thus pressing the limb against
the jaw 17, and as the operation of the, lever
14 is continued the spring 21 will yield, and
the hook 10 presses the Jimb against the cut-
ting edge 9 of the knife until said cutting

dﬂ'e passes through the limb, and the sev-
ered limb is 0‘r1pped and held between the
jaws 16 and 17 and may be handled and car-
ried to any desired place of deposit. The limb
1s severed by a rolling cut, due to the relative
angles of the cutting edfre 9 and the operative
eda'e 94 of the hook and due to the fact that
the knife has a tendency to force the limb to-
ward the point of the hook instead of forcing
1t"1nto the bend.

I claim-—
1. In a pruning-hook, the knife 5 having

'é,n inclined cutting edge 9:; a hool 10 havmﬂ'

the operative dae 24, said edge 24 bemo
slightly less mclmed than the edcre 9, and the
point of ‘the knife being in position to engage
the opposite side of the limb from the point
of the hook: a Grlppmn*-;]aw extending. rig-
1dly from the hook; a spring - actuated 1aw
carried by the knifein opposition to the rigid
jaw, so that when the knife is operated, the
jaws will grip and hold the severed limb, and
means of operating the hook relative to the
knife; substantially as specified.
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9. In a pruning-hook, a knife; a hook slid-
ingly mounted relative to the knife; a grip-
ping-jaw extending rigidly from the hook;
and a spring-actuated jaw carried by the knife
in opposition to the rigid jaw, so that when
the knife is operated, said jaws will grip and
1&0(15101 the severed limb: substantially as speci-

¢
3. In aprumno‘-hook the handle 8; the fer-
rule 7 fixed upon the upper end of the handle;

the arm 6 extending from the ferrule; the
knife 5 attached to the arm 6; said knife hav-
ing the cutting edge 9 mclmed relative to a
horlzontal line at an angle of about thirty de-
orees; the plate 11; the lips 12 extending
irom the plate around the edges of the knife

: the hook 10 formed mteﬁ‘ral with the plate

775,649

11, and having the inner edge 24 inclined rela-
tive to a horizontal line, slightly less than the
inclination of the cutting edge 9; the connect-
ing-rod 13 connected to the plate 11 and ex-
tending downwardly; the lever 14 pivotally
connected to the handle 8 and to the lower end
of the rod 13; and the retractile coil-spring
connecting the lever 14 to the handle 8; sub-

stantially as specified. .
In testimony whereof Lhave signed my name

to this specification in presence of two sub-
seribing witnesses.

CHARLES GREGORY

Witnesses:

ArLF¥rRED A. HICKs,
F. C. CRrISLER.
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