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UNITED STATES

Patented November 22, 1904.

PaTeEnT OFFICE.

MICHAEL GEORGE BRISTOW, OF OTTAWA, CANADA.

PAPER~FILE.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 775,645, dated November 22, 1 904.

Application filed February 24, 1008, Serial No. 144,802,

(No model,)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, MICHAEL GEORGE BRIs-
Tow, manufacturers’ agent, of the city of Of-
tawa,j in the county of Carleton,Province of On-
tario, Canada, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Paper-Files, of which
the following is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in pa-
per-files: and the ob]ects of my invention are
to devise a paper-file in which letters, docu-
ments, plans,or any other kind of papers which
it 1sdesirable tofile away without folding may

be kept, further objects being to make the de-

vice extremely cheap and simple in construc-
tion and such that any letter or document may

be obtained in the shortest possible time and

with & mintmum amount of trouble.

It is also an object of my invention to avoid
the necessity of punching holes in the papers
to be filed, which 1s a disadvantage in most
files at present ‘in use; and it consists, essen-
tially, of a sheet of stiff material—such as pa-
per, cardboard, or the like—of a size slightly
oreater than the largest paper with which the
file is to be used, a pocket being formed at one
end of the sheet adapted to receive one end of
the papers filed, a base-board being also pro-
vided, with means for securing a number of
such sheets thereto, the packet on each sheet
being designed to contain the papers filed un-
der one or more headings and the various parts
of the device being constructed and arranged
in detail, as heremafter more pa,rtlcularly de-
scribed.

Figure 1 isa perspective view of my paper-
file complete. Fig. 21s a longitudinal section
through the center of the paper-flle. Fig. 3
1s a plan view of the device.
perspective view of the uprights to which the
sections of thefileare removably secured. Fig.
5 is a plan view of a file in which certain al-
ternative forms of some of the parts are illus-
trated. Fig. 61s a section through the center
of the paper-file shown in Fig. 5

In the drawings, like letters of reference in-
dicate corresponding parts in each figure. -

The paper-file complete isillustratedin Figs.
1 to 5, in which A is the base-board, which
may be made of any suitable stiff material and

Fig. 4 is a detail

50 may be of any desirable form. B is one sec- |

tion of the file. Thissection consists of a sheet
b of stiff material, such as paper, cardboard,

or sheet metal.
a pocket 6’ 1s formed in any suitable manner,

this pocket being intended to receive the lower

ends of letters, documents plans, or the like,

the upper or dlStlI]O”HIShIIlC“ ends extending up
beyond the edge of the pocket I have lus-
trated one method ot constructing the pocket
', which consists of a sheet of Suitable ma-
terial »°, which 1s secured flexibly to the sheet
b by means of side and end bellows-hinges
5* b’ but it is to be understood that this pocket

‘may be formed in a variety of ways—such,
-+ for example, ‘as by folding over the end of

the sheet 6 and providing suitable side pleces.
When the papers are placed in the file with
their edges extending considerably beyond
the upper edge of the pocket §', it will be
desirable to provide means for holding the
upper edge down, so that the papers will not
become creased or torn. Suitable means may
be provided for accomplishing this purpose;
but the preferable means consists of a short
strip 0° of tape or other suitable material,
which 1s secured at one end to the upper

sheet 4 of the pocket by being glued be-
tween the sheet and an edge-protecting piece

0", which is made of cloth, paper, or other suit-
able material. The other end of the strip 0° is
provided with a fastening device for securing
it to the sheet 4. This ta,stenmo device con-
sists, preferably, of a metal pla,te 4°, having
a slot 4’ at one end, in which the end of the
strip #° is secured. The other end of this
plate is provided with a slot 4", ending in an
enlarged hole 6. The head of a stud 5,
which 1s secured to the upper end of the sheet
b, 1s designed to be passed through the hole
Z)“ and the neck of the stud is then drawn
into the slot $%, thus securely holding the end
of the strip down over the letters or other
papers which are in the file. If desirable,
the pocket may be divided into a number of
compartments by inserting cards, such as 5".
The section B may be used separately in a
number of ways where 1t is desirable to file
away only documents or papers which come
under one heading, and in such a case 1t may
be secured to the base-board by any suitable

At the lower end of this sheet
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means. When, however, the device 1is to be
used as an ordinary letter-file, for which it 1s
especially designed, a number of sections will

be secured to the same base-board, each sec-

tion being intended to contain the letters

which come under one or more letters of the .
It is therefore desirable that any
one section may be readily removed from the
file independently of all the other sections.
In order that this may be accomplished, suit-

alphabet.

able means may be provided; but the means
which I prefer to adopt I will now describe.
At the upper edge of the sheet / one or more
slots ", substantially spiral in form, are cut.

Two such slots are preferably used, and they

are exactly similar in form, extending first
inwardly from the edge of the sheet, then
curving around both in the same direction,
and terminating in short slots or holes 6.
C C are uprights which are secured to the
}fmse—board A and extend upwardly there-
rom.

the slots 0™ 5% The upper ends of these

uprights are preferably secured together by

a cross-bar ¢, attached to or forming part of

the same, in order that they may be held from
The lower ends of the posts may

spreading.
be secured to the base-board in any suitable
manner; but the preferable means consists

in forming double bends ¢ ¢ at the lower

ends of the uprights, the said double bends
being designed to grip the edge of the base-
board between their lower and upper parts.
The inner extremities of the lower bends may
be provided with eyes ¢, through which suit-
able tacks or screws ¢ may be driven into
the base-board. It will now be seen that a
section which is secured to the uprights C C,
as shown in the drawings, may be very readily
removed therefrom by simply giving the sec-
tion a twist and then drawing it straight out.
Any desirable letter or paper may then be
removed from the section, and the section may
be at once replaced by simply raising the sec-
tions which come above it and slipping it into
place. In order to facilitate getting the slots

b* to engage the uprights C €, the ends of

these slots may be slightly flared, as indi-
cated. When the sheet 6 is made of paper,

it will be desirable to reinforce the upper

edee, and for this purpose a double strip of
tin or other suitable sheet metal 4" may be

provided, the edge of the sheet 4 being In-

55

cluded between the folds thereof. The slots
p* will then of course be stamped or other-
wise cut completely through the two thick-
nesses of tin or other sheet metal and the one

- thickness of the sheet 6.

60
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It will now be seen that I have invented a
file which will overcome most of the diflicul-
ties found in files for papers of various kinds
at present 1n use. R

The principal advantages may be stated as

follows: First, the papersneed not be punched

These uprights are set -apart exactly
the same distance as the distance between

rious parts of the file are shown.

775,645

" and need only be slipped into the pocket b,
their upper edges being held down by suitable

means. This prevents the edges of the let-

“ters or other papers being torn or becoming

folded or crinkled, and, further, the sections
may be separately removed entirely inde-
pendent of each other, so that any one pa-
per may be obtained without inconvenience.
Another portion of the device which greatly
enhances the value of the file is the means
which T have devised for securing the sec-
tions to the base-board. It will be seen that
by this means. the sections may be sepa-
rately removed by simply raising the higher

sections on the file, so as to-leave the desired
‘section free to move.
‘vention alone. will save a great amount of
‘time, as it is well known that in previous files

This feature of the 1n-

where holes were punched in the paper of the
letter itself a very considerable delay was
caused, owing to the necessity of turning all

over on the posts before any one letter could
be removed. _ |

Referring now to Figs. 5 and 6, in these
views certain alternative forms for the va-
First the

method of securing the sections to the uprights

consists in employing a rod D, which is held

in suitable guides and is’ provided with two
projecting ends & d', which are normally held
in the position shown in Fig. 5 by the spring
E. In this position the ends d & close the
openings of the slots F F, which are formed in

the upper edge of the section B, thus securing

the section to the uprights C C. On pulling
the end of the rod outwardly it will be seen that
the slots will be opened, thus permitting the re-
moval of the section. Insome cases this con-
struction might be preferable to that shown 1n
Figs. 1, 2, and 3; but as it is more expensive
the latter is deemed preferable. 1 also show
in Figs. 5 and 6 an alternative means for se-
curing the upper ends of the letters. This

consists of a substantially L-shaped strip of

tin (&, having hinges g, by which 1t 1s secured
to the upper portion of the section, and a
spring ¢’ of suitable form, which forces it

normally against the edges of theletter. This

alternative, however, is also more expensive
than the device shown and previously de-
seribed for holding down the letters; but it
may be used in places where it 1s necessary
that the upper edges of the letters should all
be held down. | | |

In constructing my invention it is to be un-
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derstood that I do not wish to limit myself to -

the exact form of the various parts shown and

made in the details of construction of my file
without departing from the spirit of my in-
vention. For example,various means for se-
curing the uprights C C to the base-board
might be employed. Also a number of de-

vices could be used for securing the sections

“described, as considerable variations might be
125
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to the uprights, also for securing the upper
edges of the papers contained in the fi le; but
Such changes and alterations requiring mere
mechanical skill need not be here described.

What I claim as my invention is—

1. A section for a device of the class de-
seribed comprising a sheet of stiff strong ma-
terial having a pocket at the lower end there-
of, the upper end of said pocket being open
and means on the section for holdmﬂ' down
the upper ends of the papers protrudmo* from
the pocket as and for the purpose specified.

2. The combination with the base-board of
a plurality of sections having pockets formed
at thelr lower ends the upper ends of said
pockets being open to receive papers to be
filed, mdependent means on each section for

'holdmor down the upper edges of the papers

which extend above the upper edges of the
pockets and means for securing the sections
to the base-board as and for the purpose speci-

fied.
3. Inadeviceof the classdescribed the com-

bination with the base-board, of a plurality of .

sections designed to contain papers under va-
rious headmws sald sections having corre-
spondingly- shaped spiral slots or grooves ex-
tending inwardly from their upper edges and
with the spirals running in the same dlrectlon
uprights secured to the base-board at a dlq—

-

' tance equal to the distance between the spiral
grooves the sections of the file being adapted
to be removably secured to the uprlﬂ‘hts by
means of said spiral slots as and for the pur-

pose specified.

4. Inadevice of the classdescribed the com-
bination with the section having a pocket
formed at its lower end, of a strip of flexible
material secured to the outer wall of the
pocket and means for securing the upper
end of said flexible strip remombly to the
upper portion of the section as and for the

purpose specified.

5. Inadevice of the class described the com-

bination with the base-board and the sections
adapted to be removably secured thereto, of
a pair of uprights having an integral cross-
piece connecting their upper ends, the lower
ends of said uprights being formed with dou-
ble bends, the said double bends being de-

signed to grip the edge of the base- board be-

tween their lower and upper parts as and for

the purpose specified.
Signed at the city of Ottawa, in the Prov-

ince of Ontario, this 16th day of February,
1903.
MICHAEL GEORGE BRISTOW.
Witnesses:
EpwarDp P. FETHERSTONHAUGH,

J. A. SYMES.
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