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FILLER OR FORM FOR BOOTS OR SHOES.

SEECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 775,571, dated November 22, 1904.
Application filed September 22, 1903, Serial No, 174,136, (No model.)

To all whom it may concerw:

Beit known that I, ALFRED LEWIS,shoe engi-
neer, of (/arrmﬂ‘ton Foundry, Kettermg, 1n

the countv of NOI thampton, England, have in-
vented certain new and useful Impmvements

in Fillers or Forms for Boots or Shoes, of

which the following 1s a specification.
- In the accompanymff drawings, Figure 11s
a side view of a filler or form constructed ac-
cording to this invention, and Fig. 21san un-
der side view of the same. |

This invention relates to an article known
as a “‘filler” or *"form?” for boots and shoes

and to that class which is made in one piece

and usually from fiber-board or such like ma-
terial cut out and molded into the form de-
sired., such an article having the advantages
of cheapness, strength, and lighmess, which
is very desirable in this connection. These
fillers are inserted in the goods for the pur-
poses of display; but thev have not been so
largely used as they might have been, owing
to a difficulty in wettmn"them into and out of
the boots or shoes to be displayed. This dif-
ficulty arises from the fullnessof the filler at
the heel, which prevents the article from

freely entering and WlthdI'&Wlllﬁ' from the

boot or shoe.

By this invention the difficulty is overcome,
and accordingly hollow fillers molded from
fiber or similar material are shaped as re-
oards the fore part to fit the shoeclosely; but
at the heel, though made to the full length of
the boot, thev are narrowed by tapering the
sides of the heel portion concavely and bring-
ing them into close proximity and also hayv-
ing the lower part of the back of the heel
portion rounded off.

Referring then to thedrawings, the fore part
@ of .the hollow molded filler is of the usual
form or shape; but the heel part 6 i1s nar-
rowed off and made more or less wedge shape,

as seen from the under side view, Fig. 2. The

narrowing of the heel part & of the filler is
accomphshed by bringing the sides of the

| heel part into close proximity to each other,

thus permitting the stiffened heel of the shoe
Wlthln which the filler is to be inserted to be
pressed inwardly for temporal ily lengthening
the shoe to permlt the rea,dy insertion of the
ﬁller

The length of the filler from the toe to the
upper part of the heel atcis of the full length
of the shoe:; but at the lower part o, besides
being narmwed it is considerably rounded
off, so that 1t will readily enter the shoe
thou'::r'h the full depth of the heel 1s retained.
The two sides formmﬁ' the heel arestitched or

otherwise secured toa'ether as indicated by
the dotted line.

At “the top the sides which
are upwardly extended are bent over orshaped
to form, when sewed together, a little pocket

e, Whlch without interfering Wlth the opera-

tion of the filler 1n mamtainincr the shoe 1n
correct form gives a strong a,nd convenient
purchase Wherebv the filler may be easﬂy with-

drawn when desired.

The heel portion of the boot or shoe rarely
alters its shape, being stiffened to resist such
alteration; but by pressing the sides of the
rounded heel it may be caused to elongate
slightly and to such an extent as to permit of
the ready-entrance of the wedge-shaped heel
of the improved filler, even .stout or heavy
goods, the heels of Whlch are too stiff for the

_mqertlon of the ordinary filler, being amen-

able to the improved shape.

What I claim as my invention, and deswe to

secure by Letters Patent, 15—
1. A filler for boots and shoes composed of

a single piece of stiff material bent to form a -

foot portlon shaped to fit the foot portion of
the shoe and a heel portion having its sides
tapered concavely and broughtinto close Prox-
imity, as and for the purpose set forth.

9. A filler for boots and shoes composed of
a single piece of stiff material bent to forma
foot portion shaped to fit the foot portion of
the shoe and a heel portion having its sides
tapered concavely and brought into close prox-
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imity and also having its lower back portion ! Intestimony whereof] have signed my name
rounded off, as and for the purpose set forth. | to this specification in the presence of two sub-

3. A tiller for boots and shoes formed of | scribing witnesses. |
sheet material having anarowed wedge-shaped |

5 heel portion with upwardly-extended sides | Witnesses:

ALFRED LEWIS.

which are bent over at the top and united to 'ALFRED S. Bisuor,
form a pocket asand for the purpose set forth. A. CosTa.
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