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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CuerisTINA J. HIGLEY,

o citizen of the United States, and a resident
of the borough of Manhattan, in the city,
county, and State of New York, have invented
certain new and useful Improvementsin Stock-
ing-Supporters, of which the following 1s a

_specification, reference being had to the draw-
ing accompanying and forming apart hereof. -

My invention relates to improvements ‘in
stocking - supporters; and it consists in the
features hereinafter described, and particu-
larly pointed out in the claims. |

The objects of my inventionare to improve
the construction of stocking-supporters of the
class comprising pads designed to be located
when in use in front of the abdomen to ren-
der such stocking-supporters adjustable as to
the space to which pressure is applied by the
pads, to cause the stocking-supporter to ac-
commodate itself automatically to the move-
ments of the wearer, and to make it as sim-
ple as possible. '

I will now proceed to describe my inven-
tion with reference to the accompanying draw-
ing, in which one form of stocking-supporter
embodying my invention is illustrated, and
will then point out the novel features 1n
claims. o | |

The said drawing shows a front view of my

‘improved stocking-supporter, a portion of one

of the pads being broken away to show the
stiffening with which the inner edges of the
pads are provided.

My improved stocking-supporter consists

of two pads 1 and 2 of similar but opposite
form, provided with a plurality of lacing-

" holes 3 near their adjacent or inner edges,
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through which may pass a suitable lacing
cord, ribbon, or elastic 4. The ‘main por-

tions of the pads are usually constructed of

unstiffened or only slightly-stiffened fabric,
but near the lacing-cords stiffening-ribs 5, of
whalebone or the like, areinserted in the pads.
These stiffening-ribsact to preserve the proper
form of the pads by preventing the lacing-
cord from drawing the pads out of shape and
also serve to distribute the pressure applied
by the pads, preventing the same from being
concentrated. They also tend to counteract

any tendency to distortion of the pads due to |

is slight or slender.

the supporting ot such pads atupper corners

only and the attachment of the. webbing at
the lower edges. The pads are supported and
connected to the body of the wearer at the
top only, being left free at the sides, so that
they may accommodate themselyes- to the
movements of the wearer. Varlous means
for attaching these pads to the body or cloth-
ing of the wearer may be provided. I have

sponding corner of the other pad.

At the lower edges of the pads are attached
rings 8, through which pass strips ot webbing
9, provided at their lower ends with suitable
stocking-clasps or gripping devices 10. Each
strip of webbing hassuch a clasp or gripping

device at each end and is arranged to run

freely through its corresponding ring 8, as
through a pulley, thereby facilitating oreatly
the automatic accommodation of the device
to the movements of the wearer.

It is important in stocking-supporters of
this type, which act to prevent protrusion of
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illustrated for the purpose a waist-belt 6, at-
' tached to the upper outside corner of one pad,
“and a buckle 7 therefor, attached to the corre-
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the abdomen and to give to the wearer an

erect carriage by exerting pressure tending
to depress the wearer’s abdomen, that the
pressure shall not be applied over too re-
stricted an area. Obviously the area over
which the pressure should be distributed 1s
oreater in the case of persons ot full, robust,
or even corpulent figure than when the fioure
This is permitted 1n my
improved stocking-supporter by proper ad-

justment of the distance between the pads by

means of the lacing-cord. This cord may be
let out for large figures or drawn up for slen-
der ficures at will. The use of the lacing-

cord also permits the two pads to move with

respect to each other, thereby facilitating

_greatly the automatic adjustment of the de-

vice to the figure of the wearer and the ac-

‘commodation of the device to the movements

of the wearer. *‘

The lacing material used may be anything
suitable, such as cord, either elastic or inelas-
tic, ribbon, or the like. |
- T hereby disclaim as not of my invention
the following: In a hose-supporter the com-
bination, with a belt and stocking-supporting
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tapes, ofa, pad made of a plurality of inelastic |

sections and an elastic element intervening
between said sections. In a. hose-supporter
the combination, witha belt and stocking-sup-
porting tapes, of a pad made of a plurality of
Inelastic sections and an elastic element inter-
vening between and uniting said sections. A
hose - supporter comprising two abdominal

pads, hose-supporting strapsand a belt secured

thereto and an elastic lacing-cord connecting

the two pads along their adjacent edges. In--

a_hose-supporter the combination, with suit-

able means of support and stocking-support-

ing tapes, of a pad composed of a plurality of
sections secured together by elastic laces. In
a hose-supporter the combination, with suit-
able means of support and stocking-support-
ing tapes, of a pad composed of a plurality of
Inelastic sections secured together by elastic
laces. In a hose-supporter
with suitable means of support and stocking-

supporting tapes, of a pad composed of a']j]u: |

rality of sections secured together by elastic
means. - | | | |

the combination,

775,492

What I claim is— .

1. Inastocking-supporter, the combination
of two pads provided, along adjacent edges,
with lacing - holes, lacing material passing
therethrough and connecting said pads, stiffen-
ing material therefor, means for supporting
said pads connected thereto at the upper edges
only, and stocking-supporting tapes connected
to the lower edges of said pads.
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2. Inastocking-supporter, the combination

of two pads provided, along adjacent edges,

with lacing-holes, stiffening material between
the holes and the inner edges of the pads, lac-
ing material passing therethrough and con-
necting said pads, means for su pporting said
pads connected thereto at the upper edges
only, and stocking-supporting tapes connect-
ed to the lower edges of said pads. |

- Intestimony whereof I affix my signature in
‘the presence of two witnesses. = L
S -CHRISTINA J. HIGLEY.

~Witnesses: =~ - | L
-G, E. CARRINGTON,
. H. M. MARBLE.
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