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To all whom tt may concern:
Be it known that I, Evwix L. THOMPSON, 4

citizen of the United States, and a resident of -

Baldwinsville, county of Worcester, State of
Massachusetts, haveinventedan Improvement

1in Convertible Chairs, of which the following

in connection with the accom-

description,
panying drawings, is a specification, like char-

acterson the drawings representing like parts.
This invention relates to chairs which can

be converted at will into a high or low chair
or carriage; and one of the objects of my
present invention is the production of a chair
of the convertible type which can be changed

to an intermediate position between that of

high chair and low carriage.

Another object of my invention is the pro-

duction of novel locking means for holding
the chair securely in its raised position and
which will not interfere in any way with the

it will be moved antomatically into operative
position when the chair is raised and auto-
matically withdrawn out of the way when the
chair islowered for conversion into a carriage.

The novel features of my invention will be

tully described in the subjoined specification

and particularly pointed out in the following
claims.

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a chair em-

bodymo one form of my present invention
locked in its highest raised position. Fig. 2
is a rear elevation thereof. Tig. 3 is a side

elevation of the chair lowered to form a car-

riage, showing the locking means as moved

out of the way of the parts of the chair; and

Fig. 4 is an enlarged sectional detail on the
hne 4 4, Fig. 2, 1001111:10 toward the right,
showing clefu'h the locklnﬂ means. .

The chcm body C, havmo a suitable seat
C*, 1s pwomlly connected With the upper

ends of two pairs of legs ¢ and 6 crossed and

having a pivotal connection at a”, the legs «

being pwotally connected at ¢ with the ch‘m— |

boch . at the back thereof, while the legs 0 are
connected by links d’ to the_ body at the, front,
truck-wheels # being mounted on the
legs near their lower ends.

“a carriage, as shown in Kig. 3

The lock-

CroSs-
A transverse
so stop, shown as a rung §°, rigidly connects the -

outer legs & below their pivotal connection
* to support the legs ¢ and limit turther
movement of the cross-legs when they are
spread to lower the chailr and convert it into
3, the wheels 7
then resting upon the floor or other su pport-
ing-surface.
pairs of legs at or near their lower ends to
stiffen and btlengthen the same.
I have arranged the chair herein shown to
be capable of movement into two raised po-
sitions, with novel, simple, and effective means

- to lock it 1n elthel of SLCh positions, and the
locking means is so constructed as to moveau-

tomatically out of the way when the chair 1s

lowered, as shown in Fig. 3, and to move into.

operative position when the chair is raised.
To this end a slitted bracket 1 1s secured to

Other rungs, «° /°, connect the
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the under side of ‘the seat C* and depends -

therefrom at its back, and a forwardly-ex-
tended latch 21s fulerumed at 3 1n the bracket,
the rear end of the latch being shaped to form
a finger-piece or handle 4, all cle.:uly shown
11 Il1g. 4. A stout coile
posed between the handle and an extension 5
of the bracket, in which one end of the spring
is seated, the spring normally acting by 1ts
expansion to lift the front end ot the latch.
The upper cdge of the latter isshaped to pre-

“sent two upright shoulders 6 and 7, the outer

one being preferably undercut or notched, as
at 8, and beyond the shoulder 7 the upper

edoe of the lateh 1s convexed or rounded, as -
A cooperating keeper 1s herein shown

at 9.
as a flat transverse metal bar 10, downturned
at its ends at 11 and fulerumed at 12 on the
legs a above the pivotal connection «”.
keeperisadapted to engage either of the latch-

‘shoulders 6 or 7, as the case may be, and to
control the swinging movement of the keeper

it is pivotally connected at 13 with control-
ling-links 14, which in turn are tulerumed at
15 on the legs ) near thelr upper ends.

The weight upon the chair-body tends to
spread the cross-legs, and this tendency 1s

overcome by the locking means, for when the

latch and keeper are in cooperative engage-

ment the spreading ol the upper ends of the
cross-legs is resisted by the controlling-links

14, which hold the keeper against the latch-

led spring s is inter-
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shoulder. The greater the downward pres-
sure upon the chair-body the more securely
will the chair be locked in position.

In Figs. 1, 2,and 4 the chair is in its high-

est position, and to lower it to intermediate
position the operator lifts the handle 4, de-

pressing the latch to withdraw the shoulder

6 from the keeper, whereupon the spreading
tendency of the cross-legs acts to draw the
latch and keeper in opposite directions, bring-
ing the keeper up against the,fshoulder_ 7 and
again locking the chair, now in its intermedi-
ate position. (Notshown.) Iprefertonotch
this shoulder, as at 8, to receive the edge of
the keeper 10and positively preventany slight
accidental movement of the latch to free the
keeper. Now if it 1s desired to lower the
chair to the posmon shown in Fig. 3 the
latch-handle 4 is again raised, while the chalr-
body 1s slightly l1tted to cause disengagement
of the keeper and the notched shoulder 7 , and
then the chair is allowed to descend as the
cross-legs spread until the legs ¢ restupon the
stop 07, Flﬂ“ 3. As the leo'_s spread the links
14 act to swing thekeeper forward and down-
ward out of the way of the chair-seat C*,
while the spring s retains the latch in normal
position. When the chair is raised, the links
14 swing the keeper 10 upward and rearward
1ntoengagement with the curved edge 9 of the
latch, depressing the latter to cause it to slide
under the keeper, so that the same may en-
gage automatically one or the other of the
shoulders 7 or 6, as may be desired.

The locking means is easily and readily con-

trolled or Opela,ted manually from the back

of thechair-body, and when the chair is raised
from a lower to a higher position itis locked
automatically in the higher position.

Having fully described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s—

1. In a chairof the class deseribed, the ver-
tically - adjustable body, pivotally - connected

cross-legs to the upper ends of which the chair

1s pivotally connected, and locking means to
maintaln the chair in raised position, compris-
ing a member mounted on the chair-body, and
a codperating member operatively connected
with both pairs of cross-legs above their piv-
otal connection.

2. In a chair of the class described, the ver-
tically - adjustable body, pivotally - connected
cross-legs tothe upper ends of which the chair
1s pivotally connected, and locking means to
maintain the chairinraised position, compris-
iIng a spring-controlled, shouldered member
mounted on the chair-body at the back and

projecting forward thereunder, and a co6p-

erating member operatively connected with
both pairs of cross-legs above their pivotal
connection.

3. In a chair of the class described, the ver-
tically -adjustable body, pivotally - connected

65 cross-legs tothe upper ends of which the chair

775,388

1s pivotally connected, and locking means to

malintain the chairin raised position, compris-

Ing a spring - controlled, double - shouldered

latch mounted on and beneath the chair-body at

the back thereof, a codoperating keeper mount-

ed to swing on one pair of cross-legs above

their pivotal connection, and connections be-

tween said keeper and the other pair of legs,

to move the keeper into and out of operative

position when the chairisraised and lowered
respectively.

4. In a chair of the class described, the ver-

tically -adjustable body, pivotally - connected

v 15

cross-legs, transverse connections between op-

posite pairs of said legs, the chair-body being

fulerumed on the upper ends of one pair of
cross-legs, links pivoted to the upper ends of

the other pair and to the chair-body, a latch:
mounted on the latter, and means pivotally

mounted on both pairs of cross-legsabove their
pivotal connection to codperate with the latch
and malntain the chair in raised position.

5. In a chair of the class described, pivot-
ally - connected cross-legs, a chalr-body ful-

-crumed on the upper ends of one pair of legs,

links pivoted to the upper ends of the other
pair of legs and to the chair-body. a trans-
verse keeper having its ends downturned and
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fulerumed on the former pair of legs, a spring-

controlled shouldered latch pivotally mount-

ed on and beneath the chair-body and for-

wardly extended to co6perate with the keeper,
and controlling-links pivotally connected with
the keeper and with the upper ends of the
front pair of legs, disengagement of thelatch
and keeper permitting the cross—lecrs to spread
and thereby lower the chair- body, closing of
the cross-legs acting through the contmlhn o-
links to effect automamcally codperation of
the latch and keeper.

6.. In a chair ot the class described, pivot-
ally - connected cross-legs,
mounted thereon near their. lower ends,a trans-
verse stop connecting one pair of legs to en-
gage the other pair When the cross-legs are
spread to lower the chair and form acarriage,
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truck - wheels
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a chair-body pivotally connected with the up-

per ends of the cross-legs, a transverse, swing-
ing keeper mounted on one pair of legs to

‘swing beneath the chair-body, a cosperating,

sprinﬁ'-controlled latch mounted on thelatter'
at the back, and controlling-links pivotally
connected with the upper ends of the other
pair of legs and with the keeper, to automat-
ically move the latter out of the way when the
chair is lowered to form a ecarriage and to
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move 1t 1nto operative position with relation

to the latch when the chair is raised.

Intestimony whereof I havesigned my name

to this specification in the presence of two sub-
scribing witnesses.

ELWIN L. THOMPSON.
Witnesses:

W. P. AsBoTT,
W. P. HawLey.
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