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Lo all whom (& ey concern:

Be 1t known that I, Joux A. Le Hew, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Peoria,
in the county of Peoria and State of Illinois,
have invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Fences; and I do declare the follow-
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description
of the invention, such as will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to malke
and use the same.

My Invention relates to improvements in
tension devices for wire or other fences: and
it consists in certain novel features of con-
struction, combination, and arrangement of
parts hereinafter fully described and claimed.

The object of my invention is to provide a
siple, durable, and comparatively inexpen-

sive tension device of this character by means

of which the top strands of a wire fence may
be quickly and easily tightened or adjusted to
hrevent sageing.
which will appear when the nature of my in-

vention 1s better understood, T attain by the .
constructionshown intheaccompanyingdraw-

ings, 1n which—

Figure 1 15 a side elevation of one end of a
wire tence with my improved tension device
applied thereto. Fig. 2 is a vertical longitu-
dinal sectional view through the device de-
tached trom the fence.

Referring to the drawings by numerals, 1
denotes a portion of a wire fence Comprising
a wire fabric or netting 2, secured upon the
usual vertical posts 3, which are embedded in
he ground.  Between the end post and the

race 6 and a diagonal tension-brace 7. The
brace 6 1s disposed horizontally between the
upper ends of the said posts and consists of

a straight bar or rod of wood or metal having

forked ends 8 adapted to engage said posts,
as shown, to keep them spaced an equal dis-
tance apart. The diagonal brace 7 comprises
two metallic rods 9 and 10, between which
are disposed a turnbuckle 11, by means of

which said brace may be adjusted, and a ten-
sion-spring device 12, which mayv be used or
omitted, as cesired, and which is adapted to
vield to the expansion and contraction of the
50 wire fence due to changes In temperature.

This and other objects,

next adjacent post are an upper longitudinal

Lhe rod 9 has one end passed through an open-
ing in the intermediate post adjacent to its
upper end and is vetained therein by a head
or nut 13, and its opposite end is serew-thread-
ec, as at 14, and operates in a serew-threaded
opening 15, formed in one end of the turn-
buckle-frame 16. The opposite end of said
frame 16 has swiveled to it, as at 17. a hool
or eye 13. The rod 10 has its lower end se-
curely attached to the lower end of the end
post, as at 19, and 1ts upper end 20 is secured
to one end of the frame 21 of the said tension
device 12. The said frame 21, which is of
open rectangular form, has a rod 29,
In an aperture 23 in its opposite end. The
outer end of said rod 22 is formed with a hook
or eye 24, which 1s engaged with the said
nook or eye 18, and the inner end of said rod
1s provided with a head 25, between which
and the end of said frame 21 is contined a stiff
spring 26, coiled around said rod 21. as shown.
The end post is preferably provided at its
lower end with an anchor 4" to assist in hold-
Ing the same firmly in the eround.

The use, operation, and advantages of my
invention will be readily understood from the
foregoing description, taken in connection
with the accompanying drawings. It will be
seen that when the turnbuckle 11 is operated

the length of the brace T may be quickly va-

ried.  When said brace is thus shortened, the
upper end of the intermediate post will be
drawn toward the end of the fence to take up
any looseness or slack in the fence fabric and

to prevent the same from sageing, and the

brace 6 will at the same time force the upper
end of the end post in the same direction.
The spring device 12 will compensate for the
variation in the length of the fence due to
heat or cold and will yield to all strains upon
the fence to prevent the same from breakine.

While I have shown and described my in-
vention as applied to the end or corner posts

of a fence, it will be understood that the same -

may be used at any other point.

Various changes in the form, proportion.
and the minor details of construction may be
resorted to without departing from the prin-
ciple or sacrificing any of the advantages of
this invention.
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Having thus fully described my invention,
what 1 claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, 1s—

1. In a fence the combination with adjacent
posts connected by a wire fabric, of a rigid
brace connecting the upper ends of the said
posts, and a diagonal brace between the up-
per end of one of said posts and the lower
ond of the other, said brace having an adjust-
ing - turnbuckle and a tension-spring 1inter-
posed between 1ts ends, substantially as de-

scribed.
o In a fence the combination with adjacent

posts connected by a wire fabric, of a rigid
brace connecting the upper ends ot said posts,

775,335

and a diagonal tension-brace comprising a rod
9 secured to the upper end of one of said
posts, a rod 10 secured to the lower end of

the other of said posts, a turnbuckle 11 upon

said rod 9, and a spring device 12, connecting
said turnbuckle and said rod 10, substantially

as described.
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-

nesses. _
JOHN A. LE HEW.

Witnesses:
R. H. McNAIr,
James P. MURPHY.
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