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To all wrone it may concern.:

Be it knownthatl, Hexry E. W’ENDL&\D a,
citizen of the United States, resicling at Chi-
cago, 1n the county of Cook and State of Hh-

5 nois, have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Temporary Binders, of which
the following is a specification.

This IHVE-‘:IIEIOI] relates to temporary binders
used for binding together a number of loose

1¢ Jeaves by means cof 1mp.«1hnﬂ -prongs mounted
upon binding members hinged togcether and
movable to ELI]d from each othei to bring the
prongs into a retaining position or to sepa-
rate them for thelemoval of theleaves mount-
15 ed thereon, said invention referring more par-
ticularly to a latch mechanism or means tor
locking said movable members in the closed
position.

Among the salient objects of the mventlon

20 are to pr ovide a simple and neat latch mech-
anism which is selt-locking as the moving
members upon which its parts are mounted
are brought into the closed position, to pro-
vide a lateh mechanism easily accessible and

25 readily operated and yet in an out-of-the-way
position on the binder, and in general topro-
vide a cheap and convenient lateh mechanism
for temporary binders of the character re-
ferred to.

The invention will be readily understood
from the drawings, in which—

Figure 1 1s an open perspective view of a
bincer embodying the invention. TFig.2isan
end elevation of the same. TFig. 3 is a sec-
35 tional view, and Fig. 4 is a fragmentary view

showing the latch mechanism.

Refer ring to the drawings, 1 and 2 desig-

nate, Ie%pectwely, two back or binding mem-
bers hinged together in a usual manner and

40 each providecd with impaling-prongs 3, upon

which the loose leaves are to be phced Se-
cured to the back or binding members 1 and
21n any of the well-known waysare the covers

4 and 5.

The latch mechanism which constitutes the
subject-matter of the present invention com-
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prises the plate 6, securely tastened by rivet-

1Ing or otherwise to one of the back or bind-

Ing members so as to extend across the joint i the latch member.

f

and overlie the other binding member, a 5o
notched stud or strike 7, formed or mounted
upon the free end of said plate 6 soas to pro-
ject through an aperture 8 in one of said bind-
ing members when said members are in the
closed position, and a flexible latch member 55
9, mounted upon one of said back or binding
members and secured thereto at one end so
that 1t projects by and partly in register with
said aperture and having formed on the outer
end thereof a thumb-knob 10, by means of 60
which said lateh is flexed out of register with
said aperture. The end of the stud or strike
7 is so shaped that as it passes through the
aperture 8 1t engages the latch member 9 suf-
ficiently to flex 1it, “and the continued move- 65
ment of sald stud or strike through said aper-
ture brings the notch of the strike into posi-
tion to allow the return of the tlexed latch
member, which springs into said notch, and
thereby prevents its withdrawal or the open- 70
ing of the binding members until the latch
member 9 1s flexed by pressure upon the
thumb-knob 10. The thickness of said latch
member 1s preferably just sufficient to fit be-
tween the hook or lip portion of the strike 75
and the binding member, so as topreventlost

motion and hold the parts in close locked re-

lation.

The above-described construction affords a
very neat and convenient and a very desirable 8o
arrangement for a temporary binder. The -
back strips are composed of angle - 1)1eces
hinged together so that their remote flange
members stand_ parallel toeach other when the
binder 1s in closed position. The lateh mem-~ 85
ber is bent upwardly at the end of one of the
angle-pleces and formed into a thumb-piece
which extends adjacent to and parallel with
the upturned flange ot the back member and
within and flush with the end of the cover 9o
members. This position-ot the thumb-piece
enables the user when opening the binder
to grasp between the thumb and finger the
thumb-piece and the adjacent upright flange
member of the baclk strip, the latter of which 95
tforms a rest or holding means to prevent lat-
eral movement ot the binder while flexing
Thus with a simple pmch
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other of said binding members, and a
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between the thumb and finger the ]atch 1S re-
leased and the binder allowed to open. In
closing the binder the back strips are moved

together upon the hinge and the lateh auto-

matically locks them together in closed posi-
tion in the manner hereinbefore described.

I claim—

1. In a temporary bmder the combination
with hinged binding members, of alatch mech-
anism for locking said binding members in
closed position, comprising a member rigid
with one of said binding members and ex-
tending across the joint between said binding
members and overlying the other binding
member, a stud or strike upon: the free end
of sald member adapted to pass through an
aperture in sald other binding member and a
latch member upon said latter binding mem-
ber adapted to engage said strike to prevent
its withdrawal and the opening of said bind-
ing members.

9. In a temporarv binder, the combination
with hinged binding members, of a latech mech-
anism for automatlcally locking said binding
members in closed position, comprising 4
member rigidly mounted upon one of said
binding members and overlying the joint be-
tween sald binding members, a stud or strike
rigid upon the free end of said member and
adapted to pass through an aperture in the
lexible

latch member mounted upon said latter bind-
ing member adjacent said aperture and auto-
matically engaging said stud or strike as it
passes through said aperture, substantially as
and for the purpose described.

3. In combination with a temporary binder:
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having rigid back strips composed of angle
members hinged together, a locking mechan-
ism comprising a strike member secured flat-
wise upon the flange of one of said back mem-
bers and extending across the hinged joint
and overlying the flange of the other mem-
ber, a latch-hook upon the free end of said
strike member registering with and entering
a corresponding aperture in the subjacent
flange, and a spring-latch arranged beneath
sald apertured flange and adapted to engage
sald latch-hook.

4. In combination with a temporary binder
having rigid back strips composed of angle-
pleces, the members of which are at right an-

oles to each other and hinged together so that

the remote members of said angle-pieces ex-
tend parallel with each other when in normal
position, a locking mechanism. comprising

a strike member secured flatwise upon the:
flange of one of sald back members and ex-

tendlno' across the hinged joint and overlying
the ﬂa,ncre of the other member, a latch-hook
upon the free end of said strike member reg-

istering with and entering a corresponding

aperture in the subjacent flange, and a spring-
latch arranged beneath said apertured flange
and adapted to engage said latch-hook, said
spring-latch being provided with a thumb-
piece bent at rightangles upwardly and stand-
ing between the planes of the parallel ianges
of the back members, substantially as de-

seribed.
HENRY E. WENDLAND.
Witnesses:
C. O. Brown,
JAMES W. RANSON.
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