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To all whom 7t may conecern:

Be it known that I, EArRLE (5. SKINNER, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident ot
Erie, Pennsylvania, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Garment-KFasten-
ings, of which the following is a full, clear,
and complete disclosure.

The object of my invention is the produc-
tion of a garment-fastening or clasp which 1s
easily manipulated, 1s self-locking in opera-
tive position, and which will hold garments or
fabrics without any tendency to injure the
same or to become untastened.

Briefly, my invention comprises a base-
plate to which is connected a strap or other
supporting device for the fastening and to
which is pivoted two members which engage
each other in such a manner as to hold the
tabric or garment between them, and which
when in operative position are firmly locked
by the means hereinafter to be described.

For a full, clear, and exact description of
this form of my invention reference may be
had to the following specification and to the
accompanying drawings,forming a part there-
of, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my 1m-

proved fastening; Fig. 2, a side elevation
thereotf, showing the same in engagement with
a piece of fabric; and Fig. 3, a side elevation
showing the parts in the position to have the
tabric inserted between them.

Referring to the drawings, the numeral 1
indicates a base-plate, which 1s preferably
slightly bent, as shown, and which 1s provided
adjacent one end with a slot 2 for the recep-
tion of a strap or other supporting device.
The central portion of the plate is cut out 1n
the form of a tongueand rolled into a tube or
bearing, as indicated at 3, while one trans-
verse edge of the plate carries two projecting
tongues, which are also rolled into the bear-
ings, as indicated at 4. The tube 3 engages
the ends of a wire loop 5, which 1s wider to-
ward its outer end than at the bearing end,
and which is preferably covered with a soft
material—such as woven fabric or india-rub-
ber 6. The bearings 4 also retain the ends ot
a second loop of wire 7, which toward its

as to enter the enlarged end of the wire loop
5, so as to engage each other midway of their
lengths and adjacent their ends on opposite

sides with elastic or spring pressure. The

inner ends of the loop 7 after passing through
the bearings 4 are bent upwardly so as to
form small rings or loops forming shoulders,
as indicated at 9. The i1nner narrow portion
of the loop 5 1s slightly wider than the dis-
tance between the inner sides of the rings 9,
and for thisreason when said loop 5is1n its op-
erative position or in the position shown in
Figs. 1 and 2 the inner sides of said rings 9
hold said loop in a position substantially par-
allel with the plate 1.
be covered with fabrie orindia-rubber, as in-
dicated at 8. In attaching this form of my
device to a garment or fabric to be fastened
or carried thereby the parts are first brought
into position shown in Fig. 3, and a portion
of the fabric placed over the end of the lower
loop T, after which said loopis passed through
the end of the loop 5, and the parts straight-
ened out so as to assume the positions shown
in Figs. 1 and 2. Since the loop 5 is pivoted
farther back on the plate than the loop 7, the
end of the loop 7 will be forced more and
more through the loop 5, as the parts assume
positions more and more in a straight line
with the plate 1 until the position shown 1n
Fig. 2 is assumed, the parts then being fivmly
clamped and held in position without any
tendency to become loosened except the parts
are intentionally moved to the position shown

in Kig. 3.

As shown in Figs. 1 and 2, the loops when

in engagement are locked together with an
elastic or spring pressure, the loops 6 and 8
engacing each other on opposite sides at dit-
ferent points—that is, the loops engage each
other adjacent the cross portion of their ends
and on the opposite sides of the side runs of
the loops about midway of their lengths. This
enables the fabries to be inserted between the
loops high up toward the pivot-points, so that
the intermediate points of contact between the
loops may serve as additional gripping-sur-
faces. 'This is particularly advantageous 1n
the larger sizes of clasps or fastenings, such

The loop T may also
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1n which it is desired to hold a comparatively
large number of thicknesses of cloth.

The fastening device may be duplicated on
the same plate. From the above description
it will be seen that I have produced a clasp or
fastening device which is adapted for a great
variety of uses, such as i1n connection with
hose, sleeves, sanitary napkins, rubber den-
tal dams, and for a great variety of other
uses, which will be obvious.

Having thus described my invention, it will
be obvious that certain changes may be made
in the detalls and arrangement of parts and
mechanical equivalents may be used without
departing from the spirit and scope of my
invention; but
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1. A fastener comprising two pivoted inter-
locking substantially flat loops which engage
each other intermediate their lengths and adl-
jacent their ends on opposite flat sides with
spring-pressure when in operative position.

2. A fastener, comprising a plate, two sub-
stantially flat o‘rlppmﬂ'-loops pivoted thereto
on different axes, one loop being reduced in
width to fit within the other, the correspond-
mge a,dJa,cent side runs of the loops crossing
and engaging each other intermediate their
ends, a,nd the encs ot the loops engaging each
other on opposite sides from the engagement
of saic runs, when in operative position.

3. A fastener, comprising a plate, two sub-
stantially flat gripping-loops pivoted thereto
on different axes, one of said loops being
widened intermediate its length toward its
outer end, and the other of said loops being
narrowed intermediate its length toward 1its
outer end, so that said loops cross and engage

each other intermediate their ends and also

engage each other adjacent thelr outer ends
on opposite sides when in operative position.

4. A fastening, comprising a plate, twosub-
stanlnally flat gripping-loops pivoted thereto
on different axes, one of said loops being
widened midway of its length toward its oater

~end, and the other of said loops being nar-
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rowed midway of its length toward 1ts outer
end so that said loops cross and engage each
other, iIntermediate their ends and also engage
each other adjacent their outer ends on oppo-
site sides, with spring-pressure when in oper-
ative position.

5. A garment-fastening comprising a plate,
two interlocking loops pivoted thereto on dif-

ferent axes, one of said loops. having an en-
larged end adapted to receive the other of said
loops and shoulders positively engawmfr one
of said loops for locking said loops in their
operative positions.

6. A garment-fastening, comprisinga plate,

two interlocking gripping parts pivoted there-
to on different axes, one of said loops having
its ends extended at right angles to form spring
members being adapted to engage the other
of said loops and hold the same in operative
position.

1. A fastening device comprising a plate,
two 1nterlocking, gripping-loops pivoted

theretoat different points, one of the said loops

being acdapted to engage within the other in
close frictional contact and shoulders adapted
to engage the spring-arms formed near the
pivot end of one of said loops to prevent dis-
engagement of the loops when in the locked
position, substantially as deseribed.

8. A clasp or fastening device comprising a
frame or plate, elongated gripping-loops in-
dependently pivoted thereto on different axes
so that when the loops are turned at a substan-
tially right angle to the frame or plate they
will be disengaged the one from the other, one
of the said loops being adapted to engage with-
in the other when on substantially a plane with
the frame or plate, one of the said loops hav-
Ing spring-arms near its pivotal end and shoul-
cders provided upon said frame or plate, adapt-
ed to engage said spring-arms, when the loops
are interlocked, substantially as described.

9. A fastener, comprising a plate, two inter-
locking gripping-loops pivoted thereto on dif-
ferent axes, one of said loops being widened
at 1ts pivoted end, and the other of said loops
being narrowed,one of said loops being formed
with shoulders which engage the other of said
loops.

10. A fastener, comprising a plate, two in-
terlocking loops pwoted thereto on different
axes, the pwoted ends of said loops being

widened and narrowed respectively, and the oo
inner widened end of one loop having rings

formed thereon and adapted to engage the in-
ner narrowed end of the other loop
Intestimony whereof I have hereuntoset my

hand this 30th day of April, A. D. 1904.
EARLE G. SKINNER.

Witnesses:
Lewis H. Vax DusEn,
J. P. CRITTENDEN.
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