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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, WALTER S. ApAwmS, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident of
the city and county of Philadelphia, State of

Pennsylvania, have invented certain new and
‘useful Improvements in Curtain - Rods, of
‘which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to the mechanism used

In curtain-rods for controlling the upward-
and-downward movement of curtains in rajl-

way-cars and similar vehicles, and is particu-

larly adapted for use in cars where cables or

bands are used for guiding the curtain-rod in

the post-grooves and controlling the action

thereof.

1t 1s the object of my invention to produce
means for holding the curtain in its proper
vertical position by gripping the cables, rods,
or bands which guide the curtain-rods.

I have produced a device which is inexpen-
sive, very simple, easy to operate, and with
tew working parts, so that the possibility of
disarrangement is reduced to a minimum.

The turther advantages and details of con-

struction will be here described and then set
torth in the claims. '

In the drawings forminga part of this speci-
fication, in which similar numerals of reference
indicate corresponding parts, Figure 1 is a
side view of my improvements, in which one

-end 1s partly in section to show the working

parts. Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the
guiding-shoe, and Fig. 3 is a perspective view:
of one of the gripping-levers. | .
The invention consists in providing guide-
shoes on the casing and togele-levers mounted

'so that the levers when actuated will be caused
to grip the cable, rods, or bands on which the'

shoes are guided to hold the curtain against
upward-and-downward movement. Itisusual

‘1n car-curtains to support them from above

by some means, suchas a spring-roller, so that

a continuous upward pull is exerted on. the
curtain, so that by securing the bottom of the |

curtain in any desired place the curtain is re-
tained in its proper place. =~ _
In the several views, 1 represents the usual

~casing which is attached to the lower portion

‘are adapted to be

of the curtain. Attached to the casing at
erther end are guide-shoes 2, which move in
the post-grooves 3 of the car side posts or
stanchions 4, and in the grooyes are provided
the usual cables, rods, or bands 5, on which
the shoes are guided and held. The shoes
may be attached to the casing by means of the

screw-threads 6, and consist of a cylindrical

neck 7, fitting over the casing, from which

‘emerges the rectangular casing 8 and the ouid-
‘Ing-arms 11.

The casing 8 is formed by the
vertical sides 9 of the horizontal ends 10,
which may be varied as desired. The arms
11 are each provided with the jaws 12, having
vertical apertures 13,through which the band,
rod, or tape passes in the usual way.

As a means for causing the rod to orip the
band I provide a pair of levers 14 and 15,
which are similar and are secured by pivots
16 and 17, which pass through the sides of
the casing or frame of the shoes and through
the apertures 18 of the levers and on which

| the latter are adapted to pivot. The levers
“have arms 19 at an angle to the arm 20, the

former having a slot 21 and the latter a ver-
tical aperture 22, through which the band
passes. ‘I'helevers 14 and15are similar, with
the exception that the position of the arms 19
and 20 on the hub isslightly different, so that
when the levers are secured in place in the
shoe-casing their arms 19 will overlap and
will not interfere. The levers when in place
turned on their pivots, so
that the ends of the arms through which the
band passes will radiate and move out of ver-
tical alinement with the apertures 13 and orip
the band, the apertures 22 being forced out of

‘alinement with the bands, causing them to

bind on the band at the same time. |
As a means for actuating the levers I have

provided rods 24, which are withinthe casing

longitudinally thereof and have a pin passing
through the end adapted to move in the slots
21 of the levers, the rod 24, together with the
levers, forming a toggle-joint. S

Normally the levers are held in the position
shown in Fig. 1, in which the levers grip the
band, and when the rods 24 are moved in-
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wardly the pin 25 moves the arms 19 with it,
thus tilting the arms 20 until the apertures 22

and 13 are in alinement, when the rod is re-
leased from the band and is free to be raised
or lowered. -

Any means may be employed to force-the

rods 24 apart: but the specific device 1 em-
nloy consists of a spring 26 in the casing, which
lies between the finger-pieces 27 on the inner
ends of the rods, the spring being held 1n po-
sition by the part of the casing 28 between
the slots29. When it is desired to release the
rod, the finger-pieces are merely moved to-
ward each other, causing the rods to move
toward the center.

While I have described a particular form ot
lever, I do not wish to limit myself to such.

Having deseribed my invention, 1 claim——

1. In a railway-car or similar vehicle, hav-
ing side posts or stanchions provided with
orooves, flexible bands within sald grooves, a
curtain attachment comprising a casing, shoes
to guide the same, a lever pivoted to the shoe
and engaging the said band and means for ac-
tuating the said lever.

9. In a railway-car or similar vehicle, side
posts or stanchions provided with grooves,
fexible bands within said grooves, a curtain
attachment comprising a casing, shoes to guide
the same, levers pivoted at different points to
said shoe, and engaging with said band and
means for actuating said levers.

3 Tn a railway-car or similar vehicle, hav-
ing side posts or stanchions, nrovided with
orooves, flexible guide-bands on said posts, a
curtain attachment comprising a casing, shoes
on the casing, a plurality of levers fulcru mec
in each of said shoes, said levers having arms
radiating from the point of fulerum, and en-
oaging with said band, and means for operat-
ing sald levers.

4. In a railway-car or similar vehicle, hav-
ing side posts or stanchions provided with
orooves, bands in said grooves, a curtaln at-
{achment comprising a casing, shoes to guide
the same, guide-arms on the shoes, having ap-
ertures through which the said bands pass,
and arms fulerumed to said shoes, having
means for engaging guide-bands, and means
for operating said arms.

5 In a car or similar vehicle, having side
posts or stanchions provided with grooves,
bands in said grooves, a curtain attachment
comprising a casing, shoes for ouiding the
same, vertical guide members on said shoes,
and having apertures through which sald
bands pass, arms fulerumed to said shoes, hayv-
ing apertures in alinement with the apertures
in said guide member, means for oscillating
said arms to move the apertures out of aline-

ment with the apertures in said vertical guide

members.
6. In a car or similar vehicle, having posts

or stanchions provided with grooves, guide- .

774,962

bands in said grooves, a curtain attachment 63

comprising a casing, shoes to guide the same,
levers pivoted to each of said shoes, said le-
vers each having an outwardly-extending arm
provided with an aperture through which the
ouide-band passes, and a second arm at.an
angle with the first one, rods in the said cas-
ing connected to the second arm, and adapt-
ed to oscillate the said levers on their fulcrum.

7. In a railway-car or similar vehicle, hav-
ing posts or stanchions provided with grooves,
1exible bands in said grooves, a curtain at-
tachment comprising a casing, levers mounted
therein, each having an arm adapted to en-
gage the said bands, a second arm on sald le-
vers, rods in said first casing, connected to the
levers and adapted to oscillate the same on
their fulecrum.

3. In a railway-car or similar vehicle, hav-
ing posts or stanchions provided with grooves,
bands within said grooves, a curtain attach-

' ment comprising a casing, shoes to guide the

same, levers fulecrumed to said shoes, earh
having an outwardly-extending arm adapted
to engage the guide-band, vertical arms on
said levers, rods in said casing engaging with
said vertical arms, and adapted to oscillate said
levers. | |

9. In a railway-car or similar vehicle, hav-
ing posts or stanchions provided with grooves,
bands within said grooves, a curtain attach-
ment comprising a casing, shoes to guide the
same, levers fulernmed to sald shoes, each
provided with an outwardly-extending arm
adapted to engage the guide-band, an arm on
each lever at an angle to said first arm, hav-
ing a slot, rodsin said casing and pinson said
rods adapted to move in said slots.

10. In a railway-car or similar vehicle, hav-
ing posts or stanchions provided with grooves,
bands within said grooves, a curtain attach-
ment comprising a casing, shoes to guide the
same, levers fulecrumed to said shoes, having
arms 20, apertures 22 in the arms, arms 14 at
an angle to said first arms, and provided with
slots 21, rods in said casing, having a pin 25
movable in said slots, and a spring adapted to
force said rods apart.

11. Inarailway-car or similar vehicle, hav-
ing posts or stanchions provided with grooves,
bands within said grooves, a curtain attach-
ment comprising a casing, shoes to guide the
same, levers fulecrumed to said shoes each hav-
ing an outwardly -extending arm adapted to
engage the guide-band, a second arm on sald
levers, rods in said casing, having a pin en-
oaging with said slots, and means for actuat-
ing said rods.

12. In a railway-car having side posts or

stanchions, provided with grooves, bands
within the grooves, a curtain having an attach-
ment guided by said bands, composed of a
casing, teet attached thereto, and means se-
cured to said feet adapted to oscillate, said os-
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having an aperture through
which said bands pass and means for oscillat-
Ing said oscillating means. -

13. In a railway-car having side posts or
stanchions, provided with grooves, bands
within the grooves, a curtain having an attach-
ment guided by the bands composed of a cas-
ing,. feet attached thereto, apertures in the
feet through which said bands pass. and means
secured to the said feet adapted to osclllate,
sald means having an aperture through which
sald bands pass and means for oscillating said
oscillating means. o

14. Inacar having side posts or stanchions,
provided - with grooves, bands within the
grooves, a curtain having an attachment
guided by said bands, composed of a casing,
teet attached thereto, apertures in the feet
through which the said bands pass, and means
within said feet between the apertures in the
sald feet, adapted to engage with the said
bands, comprising an oscillating piece having
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a vertical aperture through which the band
passes, and operating means for said oscillat-
INg means. f

15. Inacar having side posts or stan chions,
provided with grooves, bands within the
grooves, a curtain having an attachment
guided by said bands, composed of a casing,
feet attached thereto, alining apertures in the
teet through which said bands pass, oscillating
means 1n saild feet for engaging with said
bands to prevent vertical movement of the
feet, an aperture in the oscillating means

through which said: band passes, and means

for operating said engaging means.
Signed in the city and county of Philadel-
phia, State of Pennsylvania, this 17th day of

~ WALTER 8. ADAMS.

- Witnesses: .
W. B. CLAREK,

TERRENOE MoCUSKER.
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