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To all whom it may concern.:

Be 1t known that 1, Sayurn J. SWANSON, a
citizen of the United States, residing at (+ales-
burg, in the county of Knox and State of 111i-
nois, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Fasteners for Shoes, &c.:
and I do hereby declare that the following is a
full, clear, and exact description of the inven-
tion, which will enable othersskilled in the art

to which it appertains to make and use the

same. | |
This invention hasreference to new and use-

ful fasteners for shoes, gloves, corsets, &c.,

and is here illustrated as applied to shoes.

The object which I have in view is to pro-
vide an adjustable and detachable means to
which the laces are interlaced and which in
turn are adapted to retain the upper portions
of a shoe together and the same upon awear-
er’s foot. |

With my improvement the appearance of a
shoe will remain practically the same, but the
necessity of havingto interlace the strings, as
18 now the case, is entirely avoided.

- The improvements will be clearly seen from
the following description and drawings ac-
companying such description and forming a
part thereof, in which— | |

Figure 1 is a front view of a shoe with my
improvements attached thereto. Fig. 2 1s a
detail of the detachable part of my improve-
ment. Fig. 3 is a somewhat enlarged cross-
section on thie line X X of Fig. . IFig. 4 1s
a detall of a portion of a shoe by means of
which my Improvements may be easily and
reaclily attached thereto. Tig. 5 is a cross-
section on the line Y Y of Fig. 4. and Fig. 6
IS a cross-section on the line 7 7 of Fig. 4.

Like numerals of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts of the ficures. --

In the drawings, 1 indicates a shoe having
the usual upper portions or vamp 2, adapted
to the ankle and lower portion of alimb. Ad-
jacent to the outer free edges of the portions
2 1 provide aseries of slotsor seat portions 3,
suitably protected by metal. These slots are
formed by perforating the vamps 2 at inter-
vals in the manner shown and backing the
same with the metal or stj Tening pieces or
plates 4; and 5 indicates suitable plates or
pieces arranged on the front of the vamps,

partially covering the slots 3 and passing
through the body of the vampsand bent down

~over theplates4, (see Figs. 4, 5, and 6,) and the
inner faces of the vamps are faced with strips
6 of leather or other desirable material.

7 indicates strips, preferably of leather, to
which at intervals are secured the plates 8,
carrying the links 9 and bent to form the
catches 10. These plates are placed on the
back of the strips 7to coincide with the slots
31n the shoe proper, as shown. On the outer
face of the strips and colnciding with the
plates 8 may be provided as an ornament the
buttons 11, which may be secured to the strips
7and to the plates 8. as shown in Fig. 3,
which will serve as the securing means for
retaining the plates 8 to the strips 7.

The aim of the invention is reacily appar-

ent. The strips 7 are laced together, as
shown in Fig. 1, by the laces 19 being inter-
laced through the links 9 and adjusting them
to a shoe to which the strips are designed to
be attached. It is preferable to interlace the
lace through the links 7 before attaching the
sald strips carrying the links to the shoe.
After this is done one of the strips is attached
to one side of the vamp by Inserting the
catches 10 in the slots 3, being retained there-
in by the covering-plates 5, and after placing
the shoe upon the foot the opposite strip 7
by its catches 10 may be hooked to the op-
posite vamp in the manner just previously
described. When it is desired to remove the
shoe from the foot, the lacesare untied in the
usual way, when one of the strips 7 is de-
tached by releasing its hooks 10 from the
slots 1n its corresponding vamp. The laces,
together with the detached strip, will then
fall back and the shoe may be easlly removed.
The adjustable features of the invention are
also readily apparent. By drawing the ends
of the laces tightly the shoe adjusts itself to
the foot, making the pressure the same on all
parts of the foot and ankle, and thus avoid-
ing tight lacing in any part of the shoe.

The device is not only applicable to shoes,
but also to gloves, corsets, or any wearing-
apparel using buttons or laces. ,

It is obvious that many changes may he
made in the detail construction of the device

just described. The means here shown for
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retaining the links and the slots in the vamps.
9 may be modified in various ways without
departing from the principle and scope of 1n-
vention herein—that of an adjustable and de-
tachable means to which the laces are se-

scured—and I do not wish to be confined to |
- detachable connection with

. vamps, snturned hooked portions attached to

the showing made, as 1t was preferable to
show this particular structure.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent of the United States, 18—

{1 In a device of the character described,
the combination with the vamps of a shoe pro-
vided with a series of slots, metal backing for
the said slots. and metal portions overlying a

portion of each of the slots, detachable strips :
adapted to extend thie full length of the vamps, |
plates secured at ‘ntorvals to the rear of the |
said strips having hooked portions, links se-
cured to the said plates, and a lace interlaced
through the links of the strips secured to the |

opposite vamps, substantially as specitied.

774,907

o 1In a fastener ot the character described,
the combination with the vamps of a shoe pro-
vided with slots at intervals the length of the
said vamps, suitable backing for the slots and
plates overlying a portion of each of the slots,
a pair of elongated strips adapted to have a
the opposite

the rear of the strips adapted to coincide with
the slots of the vamps, links attached to the
hooks, a lace adapted to be interlaced through
the opposite links of the opposing strips, and
ornamental buttons attached to the strips and
coinciding with the placing of the links, subh-
stantially as specified.

In testimony whereof I aflix my signature 1n
presence of two witnesses. |

SAMUEL J. SWANSON.

Witnesses:
(+. P. WiILLIAMS,
JENNIE DAVIS,
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