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HERMANN ROMUNDER.

OF BLOOMSBURY, NEW JERSEY.

TRUNK.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 774,921, dated November 15, 1904.

Application filed May 26, 1903, Serial No. 168,790,

(No model,)

To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, HErmany ROMUNDER; a

citizen of the United States, and a resident of

Bloomsbury, Hunterdon county, State of New
Jersey, have invented certain new and useful
Imp rovements in Trunks, of whichthe follow-
Ing 1s a specification. |
M} Invention relatesto trunks, valises, pack-
ing-cases, and other boxes and packages, and
has for its object to provide such articles of
strong and durable character, impervious to
moisture without requiring any additional
covering, and which shall combine lightness
ot welght and simplicity and cheapness of
construction with unusual strength and dura-
bility. |
Toaccomplish these objects, I form the trunk
or package ot right-angularly-disposed flat
plates united by curved edge plates and cover
the several open corners with strong caps or
corner-plates. By this means the trunk or
like package is provided with rounded edges,
which are less liable to become damaged from
rough usage than is the case with the ordinary
sharp edges of a trunk. These flat and curved
plates may be composed of any suitable ma-
terial, as wood-veneer plates consisting each
of two or more Jayers of these veneers of suit-
able thickness, the grain of alternate layers
being reversed and all the layers united by
a waterproof gluing composition, whereby
they form practically one homogeneous plate
of wood, which being formed under heat and
pressure into a %tlalcrht or curved plate is
much stronger and more durable than a con-
siclerably thmker board with the grain all run-
ning in one direction.
One form of my invention is shown in the
accompanying drawings, in which-—
“Figure 1 is a perspective view of a com-
pleted trunk. Fig. 2 is a sectional view of a
curved edge plate connecting two adjacent
Fig. 3 1s a detail of one of
the corners, showing three abutting curved
edge plates and the open corner-space between
them. Fig. 4 isan elevation of the corner cap
or plate, preferably of metal. Fig. 5is a sec-

tion thereot. Fig.61isadetail showingadjacent.
flat side and end plates united by curved edge
Fig. 7 is a detail showing the con-

struction of the rounded bottom edges. Fig.
8 1s a perspective elevation of a partly-formed
trunk, showing the side and back body-plates

and the bottom plate arranged in position as

separated from each other by intervening
spaces and showing said plates as connected
together by the curved edge plates, the said
view also showing the open corner spaces or
interstices between adjacent ends of curved
edge pld,tE‘S, the said. corner-spaces not being
covered in this view by the corner- -plates.

Same letters indicate similar parts in the
different drawings.

A is the front body plate: B, theside body-
plate; C, the front cover- plate or lid-plate:
D, the side cover- -plate. K 1s the back body-
plate. E"1s the bottom plate. Kach of these
plates is constructed, as shown in Fig. 2, of a
number of layers of wood veneer ¢ b ¢, so ar-
ranged as to have the grain of adjacentlayers
rever%ed Three such layers will ordinarily
be sufficient, thouch more may be used, if de-
sired. These p]ate% A BCDE F are pref-
erably straight or flat. The different layers
are held together by any suitable waterproof
gluing composition—such, for example. as g
compound of glue and potash—and are kept
under heat and pressure until they have re-
celved. their permanent shape, it being un-
derstood that the gluing together of £WO or
more adjacent layels the orain of which runs
parallel, while the grain ot the remaining lay-
ers 1S reversed, does not change the nature of
my invention. Thesestraight platesare joined
together at the side, top, and bottom edges,
so as to form a complete trunk, case, or box
by edge plates which are pretemblv bent or
curved to avoid sharp corners. G (see Figs.
2 and 6) shows such an edge plate, it being un-
derstood thatsuch a plate oceurs at each!otthe
four top and bottom: edges and also at the
four vertical edges. These edge plates, like
the straight plates, are preferably made of a
number ot layers of wood veneer alternately
reversed and held together under heat and
pressure until thev-—-hL ve assumed the perma-
nent bent character desired. These bentedge
plates are cemented or othermse secured to
the straight body-plates.and thus forma trunk
or box complete, except atthe eight corners,
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the flat side members and curved edee mem- ' consisting of metal or other suitable material.

bers when united leaving eight corner-spaces

“to be filled by strong caps or corner-plates, as
The joints thus made

described hereinafier.
are covered by the flat portions H ofsaid edge
plates (z, which are provided with the angles
@ d, so as to leave a face panel-space I, which
may be left open or filled with an additional
plate, as preferred. It will be noted that the
approximating edges of the flat members do
not meet to form a right-angular joint, but
leave an edge space which is filled in with a
curved edge member (v, that overlaps the edees
of said approximating flat members. Thus
the complete trunk or like package is formed
by fitting and suitably anitine flat and curved
members of suitable material. A curved fill-
ing-piece ¢, which may be of one or more ply
wood veneer the grain of which runs, pref-
erably,lengthwise of itscurvature, is fitted be-
tween the opposite edges of adjacent straioght
or flat body-plates, said curved plates ¢ fit-
ting against the inner curvature of edge plates
(x to fill out the spaces left between the edges

of said straight or flat body-plates and to pro-

vide therewith a smooth inner surface for the
trunk. Said curved plates ¢ also serve to re-
inforce the edge plates (&, to which they are
glued. The otherwise open corners are cov-
ered with a cap-plate J, which is preferably
macde of metal and provided with a number of
perforations ¢ ¢, by which it may be securely
screwed, bolted, or riveted by the bolts or
rivets '/ to each of the plates (x adjacent to
that corner which is covered by said cap. To
make these joints absolutely waterproof, rub-
ber or other packing material may be placed
between the wood plates and these metal caps
before they are fastened together, thereby
producing an impervious joint.

I'be trunk or box thus formed may be pro-
vided with the usual hinges, clasps, lock, and
straps or handles or not, as desired, accord-
1ng to the uses to which it is to be put.

Tofurther strengthen the body and lid of the
trunk or case, straps or bands K K. asshown
n Fig. 1, may be provided and secured there-
to, which straps or bands I make of forged-
steel plate bent half-round and fastened to
the body and lid by means of nails, screws,
rivets, or otherwise toinsure greateststrength
and durability combined with neatness and
economy.

It will be noted that the representation of
the completed trunk in Fig. 1 of the drawings
shows no lines of junction between the flat
and curved plates of which the trunk is com-
posed, 1t being understood that such lines are
hidden from view by paint or other coating
given the trunk in its completed form.

Iclaim— - |

1. An improved trunk, valise, case or pack-
age composed of separated flat body-plates
and curved or rounded edge plates connecting
sald body-plates, and caps or corner-plates

tastened to each three adjacent edge plates
forming the corners of the trunk or package
and covering the open corners between the
sald edge plates. |

2. An improved trunk, valise, case or pack-
age composed of separated flat body-plates
and curved or rounded edge plates connecting
said body-plates, each of said plates consist-
ing of a number of layers of wood veneer of
required thickness, the grain of alternate
layers being reversed, united by waterproof
gluing composition under heat and pressure,
whereby the layers practically become one
homogeneous plate of wood; and caps or cor-
ner-plates, consisting of metal or other suit-
able material, fastened to each three adjacent
edge plates forming the corners of the trunk

or package and covering the open corners be--

tween the said edge plates, substantially as
and for the purposes set forth.

3. An mmproved trunk, valise, case or pack-
age, composed of separated flat body-plates,
and curved edge plates connecting said body-

plates, each of the said plates consisting of

two or more layers of veneer with reversed
grain united by a waterproof gluing composi-
tion under heat and pressure whereby they
practically become one homogeneous plate of
wood, impervious to moisture and atmospheric
influences; caps and corner-plates, and bent

halt-round forged-steel plates, placed around

the trunk or package, and suitably fastened

thereto, all substantially as shown and de-
scribed.

4. In an improved trunk, valise, case or
package, anumber of separated straight or flat

‘wood-veneer plates forming the body part of

the trunk or package, and a number of bent
or curved wood-veneer plates, forming the
edges of the trunk or package, suitably con-
nectecdd by means of overlapping the adjacent
plates a suflicient length to produce strong
joints, the overlapping parts being glued to-
gether with a waterprootf cementing compo-
sition under heat and pressure whereby each
joint practically becomes one homogeneous
piece of wood, impervious to moisture and at-
mospheric influences, substantially as shown
and described.

5. Animproved trunk, valise, case or pack-
age, composed of a number of separated
straight or flat body-plates, forming the sides,
ends, top and bottom, and a number of bent
or curved plates, forming the edges of the
trunk or package, each of said plates consist-
ing of two or more layers of wood veneer.,
the grain of alternate layers being reversed,
and all the layers united by a waterproof ce-
menting composition, under simultaneous heat
ancd pressure, whereby they form practically

- one homogeneous plate of wood, impervious

to moisture and atmospheric influences and
permanently retain the shape they assume
while being pressed, the overlapping parts
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of the body and edge plates, of sufficient size
to produce strong joints, heing glued together
with a waterproof cementing composition and
united under simultaneous heat and pressure
until they form practically one homogeneous
piece of wood or casing, caps or corner-plates,
consisting of metal or other suitable material,
suitably secured to the edge plates and cov-

ering the opening left between adjacent edge

plates at each corner, a suitable waterproof
packing being placed between the wood-ve-
neer plates and the said caps or corner-plates,
all substantially as shown and described.

6. An improved trunk, valise, case or pack-"

age, composed of a number of separated
straight or flat wood-veneer body-plates, and
a number of bent or curved wood-veneer edoe
plates, cemented or otherwise secured to the
straight body-plates, said edge plates having
flat portions, suitably secured to and overlap-
ping the adjacent body-plates: together with

a number of metal caps or corner-plates. suit-

ably secured to the said wood-veneer plates
at the corners of the trunk or package, all

substantially as shown and deseribed.
7. Animproved trunk, valise, case or pack- |

age, the side, end, top and bottom plates of
which, consisting of flat waterproof wood-ve-
neer plates or other suitable material, are
spaced apart and joined at each edee to curved

- edge plates, which overlap and are suitably

35

40

45

connected to the adjacent body-plates, sub-
stantially as shown and described.

8. An improved trunk, valise, case or pack-
age; the body and lid of which are composed
of a number of separated straight body-plates
and a number of curved or rounded edge

-plates, each of said plates consisting of anum-

ber of layers of wood veneer, the grain of al-
ternate layers being reversed, and united by
a waterproof cementing composition under
heat and pressure whereby the layers practi-
cally become one homogeneous plate of wood;
the curved edge plates being suttably con-
nected with and partly overlapping the
straight body-plates; and metal corner-plates
or caps, suitably secured to the wood-veneer
plates, covering the corners of the trunk or
package,substantially asshown and deseribed.

9. An improved trunk, valise, case or pack-

age, composed of separated straight or flat
side, end, top and bottom plates, and curved

or rounded edge plates, and caps or corner-

plates, of metal or other suitable material, all
sultably connected to form a trunk or paclz-
age of great strength and durability, of light
welght and impervious to moisture and atmos-
pheric influences, the top and bottom, side,
end and edge plates consisting each of a num-
ber of layers of wood veneer, the grain of
alternate layers being reversed, and all the
layers united by a waterproof cementing com-
position under heat and pressure, whereby
they form practically one homogeneous plate
of wood, impervious to moisture and atmos-
pheric influences, and permanently retain the
shape assumed under pressure, the said wood-
veneer plates being suitably connected, the
overlapping portions of adjoining plates be-

1ng glued together with a waterproof cement-

Ing composition under heat and pressure un-
til each overlap forms practically one homo-
geneous piece of wood, impervious to mois-
ture and atmospheric influences: the metal
caps or corner-plates being suitably secured
to the wood-veneer plates at the corners of
the trunk, or package: a suitable waterproof
packing material being placed between the
wood and the metal plates to produce strong
and waterproof joints at the corners of the

trunk or package, and straps 6r bands of bent
half-round forged steel, placed around the
trunk or package and suitably secured there-
to, all substantially as shown and described.

10. Animproved trunk, valise, case or pack-
age, all the edges of which are formed by
curved edge plates, suitably joined to sepa-
rated flat or straivht body-plates, each of said
plates consisting of a number of layers of
wood veneer glued together with reversed
grain by means of a waterproot cementing
composition, or of other suitable material;

and caps or corner-plates suitably fastened to

‘adjacent plates at the corners of the trunk or

package, substantially as shown and de-

seribed. )
HERMANN ROMUNDER.

Witnesses:
CArL L. FIEDLER,
H. FANDLIKER.
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