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UNITED STATES

Patented November 15, 1904.

PATENT OFFics.

DAVID ROHM, OF NUREMBERG, GERMANY.

MANTELPIECE, WAINSCOTING, FACE-PLATE, OR SLAB FOR COVERIN-G WALLS, CEILINGS, OR THE LIKE.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. (74,783, dated November 15, 1904.
- Application filed May 18, 1901, Sertal No. 60,961, (No model.)

1o all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, DAvip RomHu. architect,
a subject of the German Emperor, residing at
( Bergstrasse, in the city of N tiiremberg, in the
Kingdom of Bavaria, German KEmpire, have
invented certain new and useful I mprovements
1n Mantelpieces. Wainscoting, Face-Plates, or
Slabsfor Covering Walls, Ceilings,or the Like,
of which the following is a specification.

This invention has reference to the con-
struction of facing-plates consisting of frames
which allow of being joined to each other and
of being easily separated for the purpose of
forming mantelpieces or incasements or other
lining or facings and coatings of wallsand ceil-
Ings. ‘ |

The invention comprises, essentially, two
kinds of frames which are connected to each
other by springs and guide-holes and by hooks
and guide-pins, both kinds of frames being
covered with tiles or small plates, slabs, or
the like, so as to constitute lining or facing
plates. In the case of facing or lining plates

for walls and ceilings the said frames are pro-

vided with locking means which operate in a
manner similar to spring-buttons and which
1n this case consist of slotted s pringsand guide-
pins, the frames or pieces of trames being pro-
vided with guide-holes and hooks and belng
tastened to the walls. By unlocking the lock-
ing device so that the frames may be discon-
nected from each other I am thus enabled to
manutacture any kind of sectional facing in
the workshop, so as to dispense with the usual
dust and dirt caused by building up of mantel-
pieces ab the place of their permanent erec-
tion and with the attaching of tiles or small
slabs to the walls by means of cement-mortar.

My invention is shown on the accompany-

Ing drawings by way of example, on which—

Figure 1 isan inside elevation of a framing
as constructed according to my invention.
Fig. 2 is an inside elevation llustrating the
means of attaching corner-pieces. Fig. 3 is
a perspective view of the entire.frame with
two pairsof connections for two corner-pleces
1n accordance with Fig. 1.

spective view showinga pair of coupling mem-
Fig. 5rep-

bers as applied to a corner-piece.

| resents a detail of Fig. 4. but in the discon-

Fig. 4 is a per-

nected position. Fig. 6 is another detail of a
coupling member according to Fig. 4. TFips.
7 and 8 illustrate the attachment of tiles, slabs,
or the like to the frames. F 12. 9 1llustrates
other means for detachably connecting the sec-
tions of the framing.

The invention comprises, broadly, two sets
or sections of frames, one of which is pPro-
vided with hooks and which for the sake of

gravity may be termed ““hook-frames.” while

the other set or section of framing to be united
thereto- is provided with springs and may
therefore be termed ““spring-frames.” Both
sets or sections of frames are detachably se-
cured to each other by suitable coupling mem-
bers secured to the frame-sections and which
are held in engagement by spring action.

In the drawings the frames consist, for in-
stance, of flat iron bars ¢ and 5, the parts «
being angle - pieces or the like for connect.
Ing the side parts » of the frame, particularly
1n case the horizontal parts of the frame are
angularly shaped. as shown in the drawings.
For other bands and stays employed in con-
necting the parts of the frames rectangular
or other similar shape is preferred for most
purposes. T'he hook-frame is marked 4, while
the spring-frame is marked /. In the form
of construction shown in Figs. 1 to 6 the ver-
tical stays of the framing 4 are provided with
hooks 7" and with guide-pins m, Figs. 8 and 5.
These are attached to the angle-irons 77/, se-
cured to the framing.

The spring-frames £ are provided with flat
springs /, which are slotted at ». likewise to
engage with the hooks 4. In Figs. 1 to 6
the combination of the horizontal stays of the
spring-frame 7 is shown connected to the ver-
tical bars z. The guide-pins m of one frame
or section of frame—say of the hook-frame—

enter guide-holes ¢, provided for their recep-

tion in parts ¢ and 2, respectively. of the
other frames. In order to allow the hooks A’

of one frame to pass through the vertical bars

z of the other frame, slots are provided in
these bars, as shown in Figs. 45 6. The en-
gagement and disengagement of the parts—
that isto say, the movement of the Springs—Is
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effected by a handle  or by pressure on the
button %. which is secared to the bar z of the
spring - frame, which button on being de-
pressed immediately disengages the slotted
springs from their hooks.

" Figs. 1, 2, and 3 show a two-armed lever s,
which is fulerumed at about the center. This
lever s is provided at its extremities with
broad extensions, which fit into the recesses
of the two barsz of the oppositespring-frames

# A spring ¢ causes the lever s to remain

in engagement with z, while by depressing
the button %/, provided on the other end of
the said levers, the connections are at once re-
leased from each other, so as to allow of dis-
connecting the frames.

In the drawings Figs. 1 to 3, inclusive, the
hook-frames areshown as provided with hooks
' at each side, which are able to connect them
on both sides with the spring-frame. The
hooks are arranged in pairs, the hooks of one
side being turned upward, while the hooks of
the opposite side are turned downward. The
downwardly-extending hooks enter the slots v
from above, while the upwardly-extending
hooks of the other side enter the slots from be-
low. By depressing the button 4 the spring-
frame is released from the hook-frames /4, con-
nected at the opposite side, and this frame
may be removed. Separate guides, showing
onide-holes d, are provided in the spring-
frames for the pins n.

My invention may be used not only for man-
telpieces and other kinds of incasements, but
it may also be applied to horizontal walls, as
well as floors, ceilings, and the like, as illus-
trated as an instance in Figs. 7 and 9 of the
drawings. In Fig. 9 the framing 1s shown as
a finished lining both attached and in a de-
tached position. In thisconstruction I make
use of a sliding rod 2/, to which a lever ¥ 1s
connected, that is fulcrumed at  on a trans-
verse bar of one of the frames, which bar 1s
not shown in the drawings. The extremities
of this rod 2z are connected to the slotted

springs 7, which are secured to one of the

frames—the spring - frame —each of said
spring-frames in this form of construction be-
ing also provided with the guide-pins2°, which
engages with guides m® " inthe correspond-
ing hook-frame, in which there is also pro-
vided the hook 72° with which engages the
slotted spring F°.

As regards the fastening of the tiles or slabs
to the frames, this may be effected in any con-
venient manner, but so as to prevent spoiling
their appearance and to insure an even sur-
face.
the tiles to the frames of the incasement-plates

for wall-covering is shown in the sketches, -

Figs. 7 and 8, Fig. 7 illustrating the fasten-
ing of the tiles to horizontal frames for ceil-
ings and floors, while Fig. 8 shows the way ot

securing the tiles to vertical frames. In this :

A very convenient way of fastening

774,783

construction 1 provide transverse bars g 1n
the frames and between the side bars . To

these transverse bars ¢ the tiles p are secured

by means of clips or cramps 2" 2, attached to
the back of the tiles in any convenient manner.

The frames are either placed loosely against
or near the wall, and for this purpose they
are provided with a suitable broad base part

or leg portion, or one or more sections of the-

framing are securely fastened to the wall or
floor by bolts, hooks, ecramps, or the like, and
the other sections are then detachably con-
nected to the said stationary section or sec-
tions by engagement of their respective coup-
line members, as above described.  The knob
7/. handle 7, or crank or other disconnecting
means has to be placed so as to be easily
reached. Thus they may extend to the out-
side beyond the surtace of the framing, or ac-

cess to the said disconnecting means may be

had by removing one or some of the tiles or
slabs p.

It is obvious that by my invention 1 am
enabled to secure wall-coverings 1n a very
simple manner both to walls as well as for
use in the building up of mantelpieces and the
like. The whole structure may be previously

‘made up in a factory ready for use and when-

ever desired. After onesection of the frames
has been secured to the walls all the frames
are erected, which interlock with each other
and are thereby retained in position.

What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent of the United States, 1s—

1. A device for mounting tiles,slabsorother
kinds of coverings on walls or the like com-
prising in combination two series of frames,
springs on one of the said series and inter-
locking devices engaging with the said springs
on the other series, means to guide the frames
relatively to each other and means to attach
the tiles or wall-coverings to any of the
frames. |

9. Detachable wall-coverings comprising a
suitable framework made in two sections, one
of the sections being provided with hooks,
slotted springs on the other section to engage
with said hooks, guide rods or pins on one ot
the sections engaging with guides on the other
section. rods connecting the springs and means
to operate said rods and the springs connected
therewith. |

3. In a detachable wall-covering or the like
tiles, slabs or the like, a framework in detach-
able interlocking sections and clips or cramps
on the back of the tiles or slabs to secure the
same to the detachable framework, substan-
tially as described.

4. The combination in a sectional wall-cov-
ering of hooks secured on one series of sec-
tions and springs on the other series of sec-
tions to engage with said hooks and means to
ouide the sections relatively to each other.

5. The combination in a sectional wall-cov-
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ering of a sectional framing, hooks on some
of the sections of said framing, spring-pressed

engaging or coupling devices on the other sec-

tions of the said framing and means to oper-
ate sald engaging or coupling devices. _
6. dn a sectional wall-covering in combina-

tion aset of frames, hooks on one of the frames
and slotted springs on the other frame to en-

gage with said hooks, connecting -rods be-

tween said springs, pins or guide-rods on one
of said frames

depress said springs. |

7. In a sectional wall-covering the combi-
nation of a set of frames, hooks and 2 Spring-
pressed lever on one of said frames, slotted
springs on the other frames and connecting
means between the free ends of said Springs,
hooks or recesses on said connecting means to
engage with the free ends of said lever and

means to guide the frames relatively to each
other.

3. In a sectional wall-covering the combi-
nation with a set of framesof g Spring-pressed
lever on one of said frames, a set of oppo-
sitely-turned hooks in line with the ends of
sald lever, a set of angularly-shaped Spring
nembers on the adjoining frames and connec-
tions between the free ends of sald spring

members and diametrically opposite slots in
sald spring members,
scribed.

J. In a sectional wall-covering the combi- |

substantially as de-

‘of the

and corresponding guideways
on the other frame and means to raise and to

3

nation with a set of rectangular frames of
hooks near the corners of some of the frames,
the hookson oneside of the frame bein o turned
opposite to the hooks of the other side, angu-
larly-shaped slotted spring members on each
adjoining frames, the Spring members
on each corner of the intermediate hook-frame
being alternately provided with horizontal
and with a combination of horizontal and ver-
tical slots, the hooksof the intermediate frame

engaging with the inside of one set of angular

spring members and means to gulde the frames
relatively to each other. |
10. In combination in a sectional wall-cov-
ering an intermediate frame, oppositely-
turned sets of hooks on said frame and onide-
a spring-pressed
operating-lever, the free ends of which are 1n
line with said hooks, lateral adjoining frames
and springs on said frames connecied 1n pairs
to engage with said hooks and recessed ang -
lar pieces on said springs to engage with the
free ends of the operating-lever and guides
on said lateral frames for the pins of the in-
termediate frame, substantially as described.
In witness whereof I have hereunto signed

my name In the presence of two subsecribing
witnesses.

DAVID ROHM.

- Witnesses:
(EorG DiErz,
OUscar Bock.
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