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1o all whom it may concern:

Beitknownthat I, Urysses G. CLARK, a citi- -

zen of the United States, residing at Ivoryton,
In the county of Middlesex and State of Con-
necticut, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Piano-Actions; and I do hereby
declare the following, when taken in connec-

tion with the accompanying drawings and the |

letters of reference marked thereon, to be a

full, clear, and exact description of the same,

and which said drawings constitute part of
this specification, and represent, in— - |

IFigure 1, a side view of the rail and the
hammer-block hinged thereto in accordance
with my invention; Fig. 2, a top or plan view
ot a portion of the flange and fingers; Fig. 3,
an edge view of the same; Fig. 4, a perspective
view of the cap or plate detached; Fig. 5, an
end view of the flange and cap, showing the

bead on the flange and a groove in the cap. -

This invention relates to an improvement
11 p1ano-actions, and particularly to the means
for connecting the hammer-blocks with the
rail, and has for its object to cheapen the con-

struction of theaction, to make possible more

pertect alinement of the parts, to hold them
firmly in place, and facilitate the repairing of
the action when necessary: and the invention

consists in the construction as hereinafter

cdescribed, and
claims. |

In illustrating my invention I have shown
only so much of the piano-action as is neces-
sary for the understanding of the inveution,

particularly recited in the

A representing the main rail, and B the ham-

mer-block, which is hinged thereto. As a
means for hinging the hammer-block to the
rail, I secure to the rail a plate or flange C,
with a series of projections D, corresponding
tothe number of hammer-blocks to be pivoted.
The flange C may be one continuous strip or
may be made up in sections of greater or less
length. In the face of each of the projec-
tions D 1s a transverse groove E, which re-
celves the center pins Fin the hammer-blocks,

which are clamped therein by means of flange-

caps (x, which are connected with the fingers
D by set-screws H. To assist in holding these
caps In proper alinement, they are provided
with beads I, adapted to enter a longitudinal
groove J, formed in the face of the main plate

| or flange C.
the bead I on the cap G and the groove J in

by striking up a projection.

gether, comprising a flange having

Instead, however, of forming

the plate or flange the location of this bead
and groove may be reversed, as shown in Fig.
5, In which a bead I’ is formed on the plate or

flange C and a groove J' is formed in the ad-

jacent face of the cap G.

It desired, a series of springs K may be se-
cured to the face of the flange by soldering or
otherwise, the springs projecting upward over
the lower ends of the caps (3, so as to assist
in holding them in position when the screws
H are removed for repairs or otherwise: but
these springs are not essential. |

The advantages of my improved construe-
tion will be readily apparent, as 1 avoid the
use of pins frequently employed to hold the
caps against turning, these pins usually being
provided by driving the pininto the flange or
_ In either case
the metal is expanded, throwing the center-
pin grooves K out of alinement, whereas the
grooves and projections above described can be
readily formed and instead of making aline-
ment difficult assures nearly perfection.

_ Having fully described my invention, what

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters

1. A pilano-action comprising a rail and a

'hammer-block, means for hinging the block

to the rail consisting of a flange having pro-
jecting fingers, caps secured to said fingers
and clamping the center pins between them,
a bead and groove connection between the

lower end of the cap and the said flange, sub-

stantially as described. S -

- 2. In aplano-action, a main rail. a hammer-
block, and means for coupling the two to-
_ ingers
and a longitudinal groove, and  caps secured
to said fingers and clamping the center pins
thereto, said caps provided with beads adapt-
ed to enter the grooves inthe flange, substan-

tially as described. |

In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification in the presence of two subscrib-

Ing witnesses.
' ULYSSES G. CLARK.
- Witnesses: |

Avice M. STEVENS,
Howarp K. Rosk.
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