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To all whomn it naly concern:

Be it known that I, WriLLram DIcKIE, a sub-
ject of the King of Great Britain, residing at
Campbellton, county of Restigouche, 1n the
Province of New Brunswick, Canada, have in-
vented certain new and usetul Improvements
in Shaft-Holders: and Ido hereby declarethat
the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
seription of the invention, such as will enable

others skilled in the art to which it appertains

to make and use the same.

My invention relates to shaft-holders which
form a part of the harnesses used 1n connec-
tion with vehicles and through which the
shafts of the vehicle pass.

The object of the invention is to produce a
shatt holder or eye of improved construction
which is formed with a special view for facili-

tating the insertion and removal of aliner or
sleeve within the same.

This liner 1s expect-
ed to be made of leather or similar material,
so that the shafts are supported without being
brought into contact with the metal of the eye.

The invention consists in the construction

and combination of parts to be more tully de-

seribed hereinafter and definitely set forth in

the claim. |

In the drawings, which fully illustrate 'my‘

invention, Figure 1 is a side elevation show-
ing a portion of the harness to which my 1n-
vention has been applied. Fig. 2 is also a
side elevation showing a short portion of a
shaft supported by the holder, the holder be-
ing shown disconnected from the other por-
tions of the harness. This view 1s upon an
enlarged scale, as will appear. Fig. 3 1s a
vertical central section of the holder. Fig.
4 is a perspective showing the eye. Fig. 5 1s
a perspective showing the liner which 1s re-
ceived by the eye, as stated above. I1g. 6 18
an elevation of a portion of the holder, view-
ing the same from the side adjacent to the
horse.

Throughout the drawings and specification
the same numerals of reference denote like
parts.

Referring more particularly to the parts, 1
represents the saddle of a harness, from the
upper portion of which depend the holder-

| same width.

straps 2, which are disposed, respectively, at

each side of the horse, as shown. o these
straps the holder 3 is attached in a manner
which will appear more fully hereinafter, and
through the holder the shafts 4 pass in the
nsual manner. The holder comprises an eye
5. which iselongated in a vertical direction and
preferably of substantially the form shown,
being enlarged at-its lower portion. This eye
is preferably composed of metal and, as indi-
cated, is formed, as it were, of a continuous
band or flat member. On that side which will
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lie adjacent to the horse the central portion of -

the body of the eye is cut away or formed with
a slot 6, which passes completely through the
metal, asshown. On the opposite side a simi-
lar slot 7Tis formed, which is not so extensive as
the slot 6. Inthis manner an unmutilated por-
tion 8 is left, at which point an integral eye 9
is formed for the purpose of attaching a belly-
strap 9%, as will appear. The said slot 7 ex-
tends to a point adjacent to the upper part ot

the eve, but it is not continuous, as shown,

its continuity being interrupted by a bridge
or web 10, which extends across the same at
substantially its middle point. At 1ts upper
portion the slot 7T communicates with an open-
ing 11 of enlarged width, and from an 1nspec-
tion of Fig. 4 it will appear that the material
at the sides of the slot 7 adjacent to this point

ends abruptly,soasto constitute a palr of oppo-

sitely-disposed tonguesor flanges 12,as shown,
and it will appear that the outer faces 13 of
these tongues are inclined or tapered in such
o manner that the said tongues 12 are of re-
duced thickness toward their extremities.
Just below this point an integral eye 14 1s
formed, which eye is of elongated rectangu-
lar form, as shown, connecting with the eye
5 at its edges and adapted to receive the ex-
tremity of the holder-strap 2, as indicated in
Fig. 3. o "
Between the upper portions of the open-
ings 6 and 11 a bridge or bar 15 is formed,
and it will appear from Fig. 6 that the upper
portion of the opening 6 is of enlarged width,
as indicated at 16, so that the openings at each
side of the said bar 15 are of substantially the
This bar 15 is instrumental in
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attaching the buckle 17, which buckle is at-
tached to the eye by means of a short leather
strap 13, passing throughtheopenings11and 16
in the manner indicated in Fig. 8. The body
19 of this strap lies against the outer face of
the eye, passing through the elongated eye
14, as shown, its lower extremity being at-
tached at the bridge or bar 10 by means of a
rivet 20, as indicated. At its upper portion
this strap is formed into a loop passing around
the shank of the buckle, asshown. As shown,
the extremity of this strap is cut along an in-
clined line, so as to rest upon the aforesaid
taces 13 of the tongues 12. Within the eye
o atoresaid there is placed a liner or sleeve
21, preferably formed of leather. Tts con-
struction 1s most clearly shown in Fig. 8,
vhere it will appear that it consists of a con-
sinuousstrap of leather, the ends being united,
30 that 1t forms a loop or sleeve. When this
sieeve is formed of rubber, as it may be some-
times, itmay be made of a continuous piece,and
there would be no seam, of course, in that in-
stance. Upon one of its outer faces it is pro-
vided with a rib 22, and upon its opposite
side it is provided with similar ribs 23 and 24.
It should be understood that this sleeve or
liner is intended to be compressed suficient]y
to enable it to be passed into the metal eve 5
and properly positioned therein in such a
manner that the aforesaid rib 22 will lie in
the slot or opening 6 and so that the ribs 23
and 24 will lie respectively in the lower and

upper portions of the sleeve or opening 7, as

will be readily understood. It will be seen
that the outer face of the rib 24 tapers at its
upper portion, as indicated at 25, so that its

surface conforms to the elevation of the faces |

13 of the tongues 12, between which it lies.
In this manner the rib 24 forms a backing at
this part behind the rivet 26, which rivet con-
nects the portions of the strap 18, so as to
form a loop for the buckle, as will appear.
The ribs 22, 23, and 24 may be attached to
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the body of the sleeve 21 by sewing, as will 45

be readily understood.

1t should be evident that in the manner de-
scribed a very neat shaft-holder is formed,
and it should appear that the sleeve 21 may
be quickly removed and another sleeve in-
serted when the same has become badly worn.

While I have shown in the accompanying
drawings the preferred form of my invention,
1t will be understood that I do not limit my-
self to the precise form shown, for many of
the details may be changed in form or posi-

tion without affecting the operativeness or

utility of my invention, and I therefore re-
serve the right to make all such modifications
as are 1ncluded within the scope of the fol-
lowing claim or of mechanical equivalents to
the structures set forth. _

Having described my invention, what 1
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent;
18— |

In a shaft-holder, in combination, an elon-
gated metallic eye having elongated openings
in the wall thereof, the upper extremities
whereof lie adjacent to each other, a bar he-
tween said openings and integral with said eye
at the npper portion thereof, the upper por-
tion of one of said openings having an en-
largement adjacent to said bar whereby op-
positely-disposed tongues are formed project-
Ing toward said enlargement, a strap passing
about said bar and supported by said tongues,
means tor attaching said strap to the body of
sald metallic eye, a buckle carried by said
strap, and a smaller integral eye at the lower
portion of said first eye and adapted to re-
celve the belly-strap. .

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
hand in the presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM DICKIE.

Witnesses:
F. F. MATHESON,
JOHN DunNcan.
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