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S0 oall wehony it ety coneern:

Beitknownthatl. Fraxg A. CUTTER, a cit1-
zen ot the United States, residing at Spring-
field, 1n the county of Hampdenand Common-

¢ wealth of Massachusetts, have invented a new
and usetul Shoe-Polisher, of which the follow-
"Ing 18 a specilfication.

\Is invention relates to 1mp10vemunts in
glogb-ploduung devices for boots and shoes
to be used 1n place of the ordinary paste or
liquid blackings and polishes, as hereinafter
set forth; and the objects of my improve-
ment are, first, to tfurnish a reliable and effi-
cient substitute for the well-known forms of
boot and shoe polish which 1s compact, not
liable tosoil promiscuously objects with which
1t happens to come in contact, convenlent,
and unatfected to any appreciable extent or
to an extent that is detrimental by changes
in temperature; second, to provide such a
substitute which not only does away with the
small brush or sponge commonly employed
to apply the polish 1n the first instance, but
may also supplant the large brush used with
some polishes to produce the shiny effect,
and, third, to provide a material or article
possessing the foregoing advantages in a
practicable, economical, and serviceable form.

A preferred method and means of carrying
out my invention 1s set forth below, and illus-
trated 1n the accompanying drawings, 1in
which—

Figurel 1s a side view of & polisher com-
prisingalong strip of properly-treated fabric
and another strip of moisture or grease proot
paper wound upon and secured to a block:
Fig. 2, an end view of the same; Fig. 3, a
cross-section on lines « =, Kig. 1:; Hig. 4, a
side view of a device similar to the oneshown
in Fig. 1, except that a plurality of strips of
fabric and paper are used, the same being ap-
phed only to three of the four edges of the
block; Fig. 5, a plan view of a SlI]lp]P form
of the demge the same consisting merely of
a strip of fabric, one-half being treated with
polishing material; and Fig. 6, an end view
of a modification which includes a loose shine-
producing cloth.

Similar letters refer tosimilar partsthrough-

so out the several views.
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By preference a strip or piece of fabric or
other absorbent substance i1s used as a base
and saturated with a suitable liquid polish or
smeared or coated with a suitable paste pol-
ish, which in either case 1s permitted to dry

| mto or on sald base

in such a manner that
there shall be a thin layer or coating at the
surface on one or both sides. The liquid or
paste polish used must be of such nature and
composition that it will under ordinary con-
ditions remain substantially dry after appli-
cation to the base, but adapted to bée softened
by the application of moisture, the well-
known “*Trilby” polish beingan example of
a sultable liguid polish. Now by rubbing
the prepared side of the material or article
thus made over a boot or shoe, molistening
the treated surface with saliva or othenmse,
if necessary, the polish contained therein and
thereon 1s transferred to the surface of sa,ld
boot or shoe. I find in many instances suffi-
cient polish may be transferred trom the pol-
1sher to the shoe without either being mois-
tened to produce the desired polish.

By ‘*absorbent” substance any substance
1s meant that has a surtface structure to which
a limited quantity of polish can be success-

' to the _
to be described is not required; but ordinarily
1t 1s necessary or desirable to rub the boot or

tully applied in the manner and for the pur-
pose above described. _

Suitable russet or tan and other polishes,
including that whieh is commonly known as
" blacking,” can be used in producing the im-
proved material or article. Some of these
polishes may require no su bsequent rubbing
to produce the shiny effect after being apphed
footwear, and with such the part about

shoe after the polish has been applied to cause
1t to shine, provision for which can be made
by leaving a portion or portions of the base
free from polish, as an end or the side oppo-
site that which 1s treated with polish. Thus

after transtferring the polish from the treated
surface of the base to the footwear said base.
is turned to bring a non-treated part into
service and rubbed briskly over the boot or
shoe until the proper shiny effect is produced.

A strip ot tfabric is shown in Fig. 5 which is
- divided into a polish-treated part « and a non-
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treated shine-producing part 4. It is plain,
of course, that no provision for shining with
the polish-applying material or article need
be made from necessity, although preferred,
as a separate cloth or brush can be used in
the absence of any such provision. In prac-

tice 1t 1s desirable rather than treat a single

base or strip with sufficient polish for a num-
ber of "“shines” to provide for the desired
number by arranging a plarality of such strips
or lengths of strips in layers held together in
any sultable and well-known manner and gen-
erally mounted on a more or luss inflexible
support, either with or without the untreated
shine-producing part, each of which is good
for one or more shines and is torn or pulled
off and thrown away after being used up.
Sheets or strips of moisture and grease proof
paper may be inserted between the layers

which form the pad just describe:l and one

placed over the bottom or outside for the pur-
pose of isolating the polish-treated material
and protecting adjacent objects, the bottom
or outside length being removed when it is de-
sired to use the article. =

In Figs. 1, 2, and 3 the polisher is shown
as made up of a support or block ¢, having long
strips of polish-treated material ¢ and mois-
ture and grease proof paper ¢ wound around
the edges thereof and held in place by means
ot staples ¢ driven through said strips into the
ends of said block, shine-producing pieces 2,
of felt or other suitable material, being glued
or otherwise fastened to the sides of the block.
Pieces b are shown on both sides of the block
¢, but only one need be provided, and, as here-
inbefore noted, such pieces may be dispensed
with entirely. Any other suitable means may
be substituted for the staples ¢ to fasten the
strips @ and ¢ to the block. In operation the
polisher is held by the sides, and the reach of
the part of the strip ¢ which has been exposed
by first tearing off the contiguous outer strip
of paper is rubbed over the shoe, after which
the device is turned so as to apply one of the
pieces o to the shoe. After the supply of
polishing material has been exhausted from
the exposed surfaces of the strip a such parts
of said strip are torn or cut off with the con-

tiguous portions of the paper strip , so as to
expose fresh reaches of the strip « for use.
T'he polisher shown in Fig. 4 comprises the
same members as have already been described,
only instead of using single strips of polish-
treated material and paper a plurality of
shorter strips are employed, and these do not

" extend over the upper edge of the block. The
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shine-producing piece & in this case may be
affixed to the top of the block instead of the
sides, 1f desired.

In order to prevent the soiling of the hands,
especially with the form of polisher shown
in the first three figures, a shine-producing
plece /' of sufficient length to wrap about the
block and attached strips may be provided,
as shown in Fig. 6. The pieced’ has one end
brmly attached to onc side of the block ¢,
which latter in this case may be a little wider
than the strip ¢ and is long enough to be
wrapped entirely around the outside of the
rest of the deviece, but can be turned back for
the purpose of exposing either one of the outer
lengths or reaches of polish-treated material.
After the polish has been applied to the shoe
the piece &' 1s rearranged, so as to be conven-
tently used as a shine-producer.

In place of the body or block ¢, which is
preferably of wood, any suitable support may
be provided for the polish-treated material.

Polishers without the paper d may be made
up 1n a similar manner to that illustrated in
Kigs. 1, 2, 3, 4, and 6.

What I claim as my invention, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, is— |

1. Asanew article of manufacture, a gloss-
producing device consisting of a suitable base
of comparatively thin flexible material par-
tially treated with a limited amount of nor-
mally dry polish adapted to be transferred
therefrom to footwear by the process of rub-
bing, another portion of said base being left
untreated and adapted by frictional contact
with the footwear to produce a shiny effect
after the polish has been applied.

2. A shoe-polisher comprising detachable
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layers of polish - treated strips adapted to .

blacken or polish footwear, and asupport for
stich strips. |

3. A shoe-polisher comprising a support,
detachable layers of polish-treated strips
adapted to blacken or polish footwear, and al-
ternate detachable layers of moisture or

I10C

grease proof paper, both kinds of layers be-

ing initially attached to said support.

Intestimony wherecof I havesigned myname 105

to this specification in the presence of two sub-
scriblng witnesses.
FRANIK A. CUTTER.

Witnesses:
S. 9. Tarr,
DexTter K. TriLLey.
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