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To wll whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I. Horacge F. HixToN, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Ter-
rell, in the county of Kaufman and State of
Texas, have invented a new and useful Stallk-
Cutter, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.

This invention relates to devices for cutting
or chopping cornstalks; and it has particular
reference to devices of this eclass which are
acdlapted to be connected detachably with other
machinery—such as, for instance. a cultiva-
tor—so that by the progress of the latter over
the field the operation thereotf shall be ang-
mented by that of the stalk-cutter. The lat-
ter may also be attached to and connected with
the running-gear of a wagon, or draft may be
applied thereto in any suitable or convenient
manner. .

The object of the invention is to provide a
device of the class referred to swhich shall POS-
sess superior advantages in point of simplic-
1ty, durability, and eeneral efficiency:; and
with these and other ends in view the inven-
tion consists in the improved construction, ar-
rangement, and combination of parts, which
will be hereinatfter fully described, and par-
ticularly pointed out in the claim.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a plan view of a stalk-cutter constructed in ac-
cordance with the principles of the invention.
Fig. 2 1s a side elevation, partly in section.

Corresponding parts in the several figures
are 1ndicated by similar numerals of refer-
ence. .-
The improved stalk-cutting device which is
the subject of this invention includes a frame
consisting ot side pieces 1 1, suitably con-
nected by cross-pieces 2 and 3, the latter of
which connects the rear endsof the side pieces,
while the former is disposed at a suitable dis-

- tance in rear of the front ends of said side

+5

pleces, the parts being suitably framed and
bolted together. Between the cross-pieces 2
and 3 the side pieces 1 1 are provided with
journal-boxes 4, bolted or otherwise suitably
secured to the under sides thereot and afford-
Ing bearings for a shaft s, carrylng the. cut-
ting or chopping device. The latter, which

may be described as the “‘chopping-cylinder,”
18 composed of ‘heads or end pieces 6 6, each
having a plurality of divergent or radially-ex-
tending arms 7, having seats 8 for the blades
or cutters 9, which consist of flat blades of
suttable length, having sharp edges and con-
nected at their ends with the arms 7 by means
of bolts, screws, or other suitable fastening
means, as indicated at 10. It will be seen that
when the heads 6 6 are thus connected by the
blades a compact and solid structure is pro-
vided, which is in the nature of an open cage
or frame having a plurality of cutters, said
device being mounted for rotation by the shaft
5, having its bearings in the hoxes 4.

Supported upon the rear ends of the side
pieces 1 1 are triangular blocks 11, support-
ing an inclined board 12, constituting a hood
or deflector which will serve to shed mate-
rial carried around by the blades of the chop-
ping-cylinder. Iron straps 18 are secured
upon the ends of the hood to prevent warping
of the material of which it is constructed.

Lo the outer sides of the side pieces 11 are
secured a pair of wear-straps 14 for the pur-
pose of taking up wear which might be caused
during the operation of turning by the wheeled
machine or device with which the stalk-cutter
1s connected for operation.

The means for operatively connecting the
improved stalk-cutter with the cultivator or

‘some other implement is located at the front

ends of the side pieces 1 1, the latter being
provided with horizontal slots 15 for the re-
ception of lap-links 16, which are flexibly con-
nected with journal-boxes 17, adapted to be
clamped upon the axle of the cultivator or
other implement with which the device is to
be connected. This, it will be seen, consti-
tutes an extremely simple connecting device.
which is of such a nature as to enable the
tframe of the stalk-cutter to rise and tall, as
may be necessitated by unevenness in the sur-
face of the land, while at the same time a
limited lateral swaying movement will be per-
missible, which overcomes any objectionable
stiffness in the movement of the device when
in operation. o

The improved stalk-cutter of my invention,
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as will be seen from the foregoing descrip-
tion, is extremely simple, inexpensive, and
convenient.

The hood formed by the supporting-block
11 and the deflecting-board 12 is provided at
the front edge of the latter with a depending

resilient flange 18, which by direct engage-
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ment with the blades of the revolving cutter
will elear the latter of any adhering sub-
stances, which will thus be compelled to pass
under the hood and into the ground.

Having thus described my invention, 1
claim—

A stallk-cutting device consisting of a frame,

a stalk-cutting cylinder mounted for rotation |
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in said frame, inclined supporting - blocks
mounted upon the rear ends of the side pieces
of said frame, an inclined deflecting-board
supported upon said blocks, and a resilient
flange depending from the front edge ot sald
deflecting - board and cooperating with the
cutter to clean the blades of the latter.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own 1 have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

HORACE F. HINTON.

Witnlesses:
Hy R. LAURENCE,
R. LLAURENCE.
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