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To all whom it may concer:

Be it known that I, Moses LENHART, a c1tl-
zen of the United States of America,and a resi-
dent of Melrose, county of Monroe, State of
Towa, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Side-Board Fasteners for
Wagons, of which the following is a full and
clear specification, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a portion of
a wagon-box, showing my invention applied
thereto: Fig. 2, a similar view showing the
manner of supporting the side-board 1n an
elevated position to increase the height of the
wagon-box; Fig. 3, a vertical sectional view;
Fig. 4, a horizontal sectional view, and Fig.
5 a perspective view in detail of one of the
stakes or supports. _

The object of this invention is to provide
simple means for securely as well as adjust-
ably supporting and fastening the side-boards
constituting the upper box ot the wagon as
more fully herein set forth.

To the accomplishment of this object and
such others as may hereinafter appear the in-
vention consists of the parts and combination
of parts hereinafter fully described, and par-
ticularly pointed out in the appended claims,
reference being had to the accompanylng
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which the same reference charactersdesig-
nate like parts thronghout the several views.

It will be understood that two or more of
these devices are to be employed at each side
and end of the wagon; butas they are all con-
structed alike a description of one only will
be given.

Depending from the upper side-board 1s a

+ pair of flat arms or straps which are adapted

40

45

to slip down over and embrace the upper edge
of the side-board of the wagon-body, these
two arms being connected together at their
upper ends by an integral cross-piece ), which
sets in a notch in the lower edge of the side-
board, this notch being deep enough to bring
the lower edge of the cross-piece 4 flush with
the lower edge ot the side-board. Extensions
@ of the arms a extend upward upon oppo-
site sides of and closely embrace the side-

¢o board to which they are riveted or bolted by

a rivet or bolt ¢. ~One edge of the outer arm
is provided with a series of notches @, sepa-
rated by sharpened teeth.

Secured to the outer face of the exterior of
the wagon-body is a horizontal plate or bar
¢, which is set into a recess in the side-board
of the bodvfar enough to bring its outer face
approximately flush with said side - board.
Attached to one end of this plate 1s another
plate 7, which is approximately the same
width as the plate ¢ and extends nearly to

55

60

its opposite end, being separated from it by -

a narrow space, except at the end where 1t 1s
secured to said plate e. The space between
plates ¢ and 7 is wide enough to receive the
outer one of the arms «, and extending across
this space, just in front of the serrations

d. is a pin g, which is adapted to engage

in one of said serrations. To force said arm
% into engagement with the pin ¢, I employ

a cam-lever A, which is pivoted between the

free end of the plate # and the plate e. When
this cam-lever is swung down, its cam-head
bears against the unserrated edge of the arm
o and forces said arm into engagement with
pin ¢, thereby locking said arm against both
descent and withdrawal upward. When the
lever is swurig upward to a horizontal posi-
tion, its cam-face recedes from the adjacent
edge of arm @ and leaves the same free to be
dropped down or to be withdrawn. When
the lever is thus raised to a horizontal posi-
tion, it is held in that position by frictional
engagement with a beveled enlargement 2,
formed on the face of the plate ¢, the iree
end of the outer plate 7 affording sufficient
resilience not only to permit said lever to
ride upon said cam-face #, but to clamp 1t
there unfil again forced downward by the op-
erator to lock the stake or arm «.

It is evident that when the side-board rests
directly on the wagon-body it is not abso-
lutely necessary that the stake @ be locked in
the keeper; but when the side-board is ele-
vated to increase the height of the-wagon-
body it is essential that the stake or arm be
locked to the pin ¢ in the manner above de-
secribed. When thus locked, it will be ob-
served that the weight of the board and any
object placed thereon will be brought upon
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‘the side-board.
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the short pin or bolt ¢, the cam-lever being
relieved entirely of the strain of supporting
It will be obhserved that I
provide an exceedingly strong:, Inexpensive,
durable, and efficient device for the pUIrpose
set forth. |

It will be apparent to those skilled in the
art that various mechanical embodiments of
the invention are possible, and I therefore do
not wish to be limited to the exact arrange-
ment and construction shown.

What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. In combination with a wagon-body, a
kkeeper attached to the outer side thereof and
consisting of a pair of separated plates at-
tached together at one end, the innermost
plate being set in a recess in the face of the
wagon-body and having on its outer face a bev-
eled cam-like surface 7, a lock-pin » extend-
ing across the space between the plates, a cam-
lever pivoted hetween these plates at a dis-
tance from said lock-pin, and a side-board
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provided with a depending arm or stake

adapted to pass down between said pin and
sald cam-lever and being provided with a se-
ries of supporting-notches at the edge adja-

' cent to said pin.

2. In combination with a wagon-body, a
keeper fastened to the outside of the side-board
thereof, said keeper consisting of a pair of
plates attached together at one end, a cam-le-
ver pivoted between the outer plate and the
iner plate, a lock-pin extending between said
two plates at a distance from said cam-lever,
and a side-board provided with a depending
stake or arm provided with a series of notches
In one edge in each of which said lock-pin is
adapted to engage, for the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my
signature, in the presence of two witnesses,
this 16th day of July, 1904. .

M. LENHART.

Witnesses:

Mrs. 5. F. (’Bryan,
W. J. McliNiry.
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