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To wll whom 16 may concermn:

Be 1t known that I, Fravg L. Wirriams, a
citizen of the United States, residing at La-
fayette, 1n the county of Stark and State of
1llinois, have invented certain new and useful
Improvementsin Fence-Posts; and I do here-
by declare the following to be afull, clear, and

exact description of the invention, such as will-

enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to fence-posts, and
more particularly to the class of metal fence-
posts, the object of the invention being to
provide a post which may be made of sheet
metal with a base that will not be subject to
rust and which will be strong and durable, a
further object of the invention being to pro-
vide means for fastening fence-wires to the
posts at any desired heig ht and in such manner

to prevent, e1eplacement of the wires vertically
of the posts.

In the drawings forming a portion of this
specification, and in which like numerals of
reference indicate similar parts in the several

views, Iigure 1 1s an elevation showing a post
hwmo a fence- -wire secured thereto, the whole
embodvmo the present invention. TFig. 2 is

a perspective view of the post with the wire- .

fastening means removed. Fig. 8 is a trans-
verse section through the post, the wire-fas-
tening device being shown in top plan.
418 a vertical section from the post.
Referring now to the drawings, there is
shown a post comprising a body portion 10,
which 1s formed from sheet metal and Wthh
1s tapered gradually from its lower to its up-
per end. A base 11 is provided for the post,
this base being of suitable plastic material or
of some vitrified substance of proper strength
and which will protect the lower end of the
post effectively against rust.
l‘he base 11 of the post may have any spe-
Ic cross-sectional shape, with the exception

cif

that 1t should -be larger at its lower end, and |

formed lon01tud]mlly of the base are ﬂenges
or wings 12. It will be noted that in the
present instance the base is substantially
square 1n cross-section and the flanges 12
project from the corners thereof.

In the body 10 of the post and extending
from the top of the base 11 to a pomt near to

the top of the body of the post there isformed .

one oi the semicir euler membere sald i

Kig.
| slot of the post.

a longitudinal slot 18 for reception of a wire,
fastening or a portion thereof. and trans-
versely of the post at intervals there are pro-
vided strengthening-braces 14, which may be
secured in place by riveting and which pre-
vent spreading of the slot 13.

In connection with the fence-post are em-

ployed wire-fastening devices, each consisting

of a pair of semicircular members 15 and 16,

which are pivotally connected and which
jointly encircle the post. The semicircular
members are clamped upon the post by means
of a screw 18, engaged through ears at the
free ends of the members. The member 15
of each wire-fastening device has a finger 17,
which projects upwardly and inwardly there-
from, so that when the fastening device is
clamped upon the post the finger will extend
upwardly and then inwardly over the fence-

wire 19, with its free end engaging the slot 13.

What is claimed 1s—

1. The combination with a longitudinally-
slotted fence-post, of a wire-fastening device
comprising semicircular members hinged at
one end and having ears at their opposite
ends, a elempinﬁ'-serew engaged through the
ears, and a wire-engaging ﬁnﬂ‘er carmed by
nger
having its base spaced from the face of the
post to receive a fence-wire between it and the
post and having its upper end engaged in the

2. The combination with a fence-post com-
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prising a tubular sheet-metal body portion

having a longitudinal slot therein and trans-
verse braces arranged to hold the sides of the
slot 1n fixed relation, of wire-fastening de-
vices each comprising semicircular members
disposed around the post, said members being
hinged at one end and being provided at their
opposite ends with means t01 clamping them
about the post, one of said members having a

wire-engaging finger, the face of which is

spaced from the face of the post to receive a
wire between it and the post and the free end
of which is engaged in the slot of the post.
Intestimony whereof I affix my signaturein
presence of two witnesses. |

FRANK L. WILLIAMS.

Witnesses:
FRED JONES,
Eppis WiILLiAMms,
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