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To -all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Hexry C. Syrrm, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Chicago,
in the county of Cook and State of Illinois,
haveinvented certain new and useful Im Prove-
ments i Overhead Carriers and Tracks for
Same, of which the following is a speclfication.

My invention relates to overhead tracks and
carriers codperating therewith such as are
commonly employed in stores and warehouses

for the transportation of merchandise and to
‘support the upper ends of ladders which are

slidable along the walls of the building and
serve drawers or shelves located in the latter.

The general object of the invention is to pro-
vide a simple, inexpensive, strong and easily-

manipulated device of this character which

shall be capable of operation with & minimum
Tort; and the invention resides,
primarily, in a noveél form and construction of
track and ceiling-support therefor and, in com-
bination with said track and support, of a

- trolley or carrier cosperating therewith and

adapted to serve as a_medium for the trans-
portation of merchandise over said track for
the support of aladder mounted therebeneath
or for any other uses and offices in which it
may be found available. |

Referring to the drawings, which illustrate
the invention in its preferred form, Figure 1

1s a perspective view of my improved over-

head track and supporting means therefor
with a trolley or carrier mounted onsaid traclk
and supporting the upper end of g sliding
ladder. Fig. 2isatop plan view of a portion |

of the track and one of . its ceiling-supports

partially broken away and in section. Fig.

3 18 a side elevational view, partly in section,

on the line 3 3 of Fig. 4, of the celling-bracket
and one rail of the track supported thereby.
Kig. 4 1s a cross-sectional view of the track,
showing the ceiling- bracket supporting the

same In elevation; and Fig. 5 is a detail view |
of the ceiling - bracket separated from the

tracl.

Referring to the drawings, 10 designates

each of a pair of rails disposed parallel with
each other and together constituting a track on
which travels a trolley or carrier, (designated
as an entirety by 11.) Therails 10 are formed

hollow or tubular, being in practice pressed
into such form by a suitable SWagIng - ma-
chine, and they are provided on their inner
or adjacent opposite sides with longitudinal
slots 12, which preferably extend the entire
length thereof to provide for the insertion
therein of the immediate supporting members
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ot a series of brackets 13, by which the track

1s suspended from the ceiling. Each of these
brackets, as best shown in the detail VIEWS,
Figs. 2, 3, 4, and 5, is composed, substan-
tially, of an intermediate webbed body 13,
having an upper flat bar or plate 13", adapted
to be bolted at its opposite ends to the ceiling

by means of slotted lugs 13°and having at its

lower end a pair of laterally-extending arms
13%, preferably constituting a single integral
horizontal bar, as'shown, and terminating in
short cylinders 138°, which are adapted to in-
terlorly telescope and support the rails 10,
sald arms passing through the slots 12 on the

‘inner sides of the rails.

In assembling the parts for the erection of
the overhead supporting - track the several
supporting-brackets are inserted at one end
of the track-rails and are moved therealong
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to suitably-spaced positions and are then se-

cured to the ceiling by suitable screws or

bolts passed through the slots of the ears or

lugs 18°  The trolley or carrier 11 is prefer-
ably of the form herein shown, which is that
of a generally wide inverted-U-shaped metal
yvoke,the upwardly-extending arms of which
have oppositely and outwardly inclined
branches 14, the upper ends of which lie out-
side of the parallel track-rails 10 and termi-
nate 1n hooded journals 15, provided with
grooved wheels or rollers 16, engaging the
track-rails 10. A ladder 17 is herein shown
as attached to and supported from the carrier

11, although it is to be understood that the

particular service performed by the carrier

‘and its track is immaterial to the present in-

vention. |

By reason of the above-described construc-
tion the track combines a desirable degree of
lightness and strength and is very rigidly and
securely held by the supporting - brackets,
which at the same time serve to effect and

! maintain the correct spacing of the track-
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rails.  The trolley moves over the track in a |

practically frictionless manner without any
interference from the track-supports and is
practically noiseless in its operation.

The parts are few and simple and easily
and economically constructed and assembled
and when united are secure against acciden-
tal separation, it being impossible for the
trolley to run off the track laterally or for
the track-rails to become disengaged from
their supporting-brackets.

I claim—

1. The combination with a pair of hollow
track-rails provided with longitudinal open-
ings formed through their sides, of track-sup-
porting brackets adapted to be secured to the
ceiling and having laterally-extending arms
passed through the openings of the rails and
terminating in internal supports for the lat-
ter, substantially as described.

9. The combination with a pair of hollow
track-rails provided with longitudinal open-
ings on their inner sides, of track-supporting
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brackets adapted to be secured to the ceiling
and at their lower ends having laterally-ex-
tendine arms passing through the openings

of the rails and terminating in internal sup-

ports for the latter, and a carrier suspended
from and traveling on said track, substan-
tially as described. | |

3. The combination with a pair of hollow
track-rails provided with longitudinal slots on
their inner sides, of track-supporting brack-
ets adapted to be secured to the ceiling and
having laterally - extending arms passed
through the slots of the rails and terminating
in internal supports for the latter, and a car-
rier havine upwardly-extending arms lying
outsicde of the track-rails.and terminating -1n
rollers running on said track, substantially
as described.

HENRY C. 5SMITH.

Witnesses:
SanueL N. PoxD,
Freporicg C. GooDpDwIN.
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