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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, PaTtrick A. MoCue, a

~citizen of the Umted States, residing at To-
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ledo, in the county of Lucas a,nd State of Ohio,
hwe mvented a certain new and useful Im-
provement 1n Bug UV-TO]_J Supports, of which
the tollowing 1s a specification.

My invention relates to supports for buggv—
tops, and has for its object to provide a spring
device audapted to carry the welght of a buggy-
top when down and to pr event, jar and strain
upon the bows.

A further 'object of my Invention is to con-
struct such a Spl‘lnﬂ‘ in the cheapest practica-
ble manner from a single piece of sheet metal,
my 1mproved spring being adapted to be
stamped out and formed ent:lrelv by ma-

chinery.

In the devices heretofore provided for the
purpose specified the spring member has been
complicated in construction, unsightly in ap-
pearance, very difficult to keep in order, and
so connected as to wear the curtains or other
portions ot the buggy-top to which it is at-
tached.

One of the principal objects of my inven-
tion is to provide an extremely-simple de-
vice for the purpose specified which will be
iree from all of the objections mentioned
and which may be so attached to a bow of the
buggy-top as to prevent wear upon any of the
parts. |

With these and other objects in view the
present invention consists in the combination
and arrangement of parts, as will be herein-
after more fully described, shown in the ac-
companying drawings, and partwularlv point-
ed out in the appended claims, it being un-
derstood that changes in the iorm pmportlon
size, and minor details may be made within
the scope of the claims without departing from
the spirit or sacrificing any of the advantages
of the invention.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a side elevation
of a buggy-top w1thmy improved spring-sup-
port attached, showing in outline the position
of the buggv—top when down and my improved
spring 1n operative contact with the brace-
lug upon the side of the seat. Fig. 2isa view

5o of “the spring as it appears when stamped from |

a sheet of metal and before being formed into
finished shape for attachment. Fw‘ 3 is a per-
spective view of my spring pr()perly formed
to clasp upon the bow of a buggy with the
spring member in an outstanding position.
Kig. 3 also shows a bolt and nut which may
be used as an auxiliary means for clampmﬂ‘
the spring upon the bow.

Like characters of reference designate cor-
responding parts throu chout the several
Views.

In the preferred construction of my inven-
tion I stamp from 4 sheet of metal the blank
shown at Fig. 2, being in the form of a T,

with the arm 1 extendmcr a oreater dlstance

upon one side of the vertical portion 2 than
the arm 3. The arms 1 and 3 are curved, as
shown at Fig. 3, in the form to embrace, fit.
anc clasp the bow 4 of a buggy-top. The
vertical portion 2 is curved ﬁrst outwardly
and then downwardly and so disposed as to
occupy a position substantially parallel with
but somewhat removed from the bow 4. The
spring so constructed is clasped upon the bow
4 in such position that when the buggy-top
is lowered the outstanding spring pOI‘thI] 2
will contact with the lug 5, commonly secured
to the seat and to Whlch 18 pivoted the hinged
brace which holds the top in an upright posi-
tion.

As a means for exerting when desired a

greater and auxiliary clamping force upon

the bow 4 I provide within the extremities
of the arms 1 and 3 holes 6 and 7. The ex-
tremities of said arms 1 and 3 are so bent as
to stand substantially parallel with each other
when clasped about the bow of a buggy-top.
Within the holes 6 and 7 may be placed a
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screw-threaded bolt 3, and a nut 9 may be

placed thereon to draw the extremities of arms
1 and 3 more tightly together. It will be un-
derstood that the Spring may be retained in
position by the clamping force of the arms 1
and 3 eilther with or without the use of the
bolt 8 and nut 9. -

It is obvious that the spring 2 might be
made separate from and retained within the
clamping member. It is also obvious that
other auxiliary means than the bolt 8 and nut
9 might be used 1n connection with the clamp
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and that other changes in the minor details of
construction might be made within the scope
of my invention. |

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as novel, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, 18—

1. A device of the character described con-
sisting of a single piece of sheet metal in the
form of a T, and finished by curving the two
upper arms to embrace and clamp the bow of
a buggy-top.

9. A device of the character described con-
sisting of a single piece of sheet metal in the

form of a T, and finished by curving the two

upper arms to embrace and clamp the bow of
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a buggy-top, and bending the depending leg
outwardly from the bow. h

3. A device of the character described con-
sisting of a single piece of sheet metal in the
form of a T, finished by curving the two up-
per arms to embrace and clamp the bow of a
bugey-top, and bending the depending leg out-
wardly from the bow, and all so disposed that
the outstanding spring-leg 1s adapted to bear
upon a properly-placed support.

PATRICK A. McCUE

In presence of—
CHARLES MCcCINTYRE,
Wirriam K. CoLE.
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