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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I. Fraxg H. W HITE, a citi-
zen of the United Stfttes residing at Phll‘}r
delphia, county of Phlladelphla, and State of

5 Pennsylvania, have invented a new and use-
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ful Improvement in Fastenings for Handles
of Suit-Cases, &c., of which the following 1s
a, full, clear, and exact description, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings,
which form a part of this specification.

My invention relates to fasteners for han-
dles of dress-suit cases, satchels, valises, grips,
and other tr avehno*-baO'S

The object of the invention 1s to provide a
fastening that will combine security and at-
tmctiveness.

The invention consists in the novel features

of construction hereinafter fully deseribed,
and particularly set forth in the claims.
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a plan view of
my invention attached to a section of a suit-
case. Iig. 2 1is a side elevation with one end
sectioned on line 2 2, Fig. 1. Fig. 31is a per-
spectlve view of the parts of the fastener.
Fig. 4 is a section on line 4 4, Fig. 2.

a designates the top of the case. The han-
dle, preferably of leather, consists of the cen-
tral holding or gripping portion b, the fiat
heads ¢ ¢ at the ends of the handle, and the
neck portions ¢ ¢, connecting the respective
heads with the holding portion.

The fastener embodying my invention con-
sists of the top portion eand the side portions
The edge ¢ of the top portion adjoining
the holding portion 4 of the handle is pref-
erably somewhat upturned. The end 4 of the
top portlon adjacent to the head ¢ 1s substan-
tially flat or slopes somewhat downwardly
and projects laterally out beyond the side
portions 7, so as to overhang a part of the
head ¢. Preferably this projecting and over-
hanging end % has a convexly-curved edge <.
The side portions are each mace of a tapering
shape, the taper being preferably gradual and
unitorm from a point contiguous to the top
portion ¢ to a point a short distance above its
lower end. The lower end of each side por-
tion is preferably tapered somewhat more
abruptly and to a point to facilitate the in-

- sertion of the 81de portions through the top
@ of the case.
‘The top portion ¢ of the fastener 18 pro-
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vided with an orifice 2, which may be either

formed 1n the process of forming the fastener
or stamped out by a subsequent operation.
This orifice is preferably substantially square
or rectangular.

[ 1S a sheet of leather beneath the top por-
tion ¢ and of greater area than the orifice, so
as to und erhe that part of the top portion ¢

surrounding and adjacent to the orifice k.

m 18 a plate., either of wood or metal, pret-

ably of the form of and of slightly Sma,llet .

dimensions than the orifice 4. This plate is
located immediately beneath the orifice and
is of such thickness that when the fastener 1s
in position on the neck d of the handle it will
be preferably forced partially into the orifice
or lie immediately below the plane of the
lower face of the top portion ¢ of the fasten-
ing, so as to force the leather into the orifice
and hold it securely in position, causing the
upper surface of the leather to lie nea,rly or
quite flush with or somewhat above the upper
face of the top portion, dependent upon the
thickness of the leather or the, thickness of
the plate m, or both. - .

As addltlonal security for the leather it
may be olued near its edges to the overhang-
1ing and abuttmo' part of the lower face of
the top portion e of the fastener, and the
abutting faces of the plate and leather may

also be G'Iued together, although the leather
will be held in position without any gluing by -

reason of the entrance of the plate w'1thm the
orifice or the confinement of the leather and
plate between the top portion ¢ of the fas-
tener and the neck d of the handle.

It will be understood that the ornamental
effect is not per se any part of this invention,
which relates to the means whereby the leather
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(which in combination with the metallic body

of the fastener produces the ornamental ef-
fect)is held in position. For the leather sheet

may be substituted a sheet of any other suit-
able flexible material. _

The overhanging end /4 of the fastener per-
forms the important function of holding the
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relatively flat and thin head ¢ firmly in posi-
tion against the top @ of the case, effectually
preventing the head being ripped off when
subjected to hard usage, as when carried on
railroads as baggage. Such overhanging por-
tion also contributes to the strength of the
fastener as a whole.

The tapered side portions of the fastener

with their smooth edges and the consequent |

absence of any shoulder or offsets to limit the
downward descent of the fastener enables the
fastener to be used in connection with han-
cles having neck portions of varying thick-
ness. |

When the side portions of the fastener are
passed through the top « of the case a suffi-
clent distance to cause the fastener to thor-
oughly bind down the neck ¢ of the handle
and securely compress the plate £ and leather
/ between the neck and the top portion ¢ of
the fastener, the lower ends of the side por-
tions f, projecting beneath the top «, are bent
in toward the lower face of the top «, so as
to securely hold the fastener in position. Any
means of securing the fastener to the body of
the case may, however, be utilized. If de-
sired, these lower ends of the fastener may
be passed through a slotted washer 2, which
15 held against the lower face of the top ¢ by
bending the lower ends of the fastener against
the washer.

The portion of the fastener uniting the top
portionsand side portionsis preferably curved
to substantially conform to the curve of the
neck ¢ embraced by the fastener.

Having now fully described my invention,
what I claim, and desire to protect by Letters
Patent, is—

L. A fastener for bag-handles having a grip-
ping portion and flat end hLeads connected
thereto by necks, said fastener consisting of
a top portion and two side portions adapted

to embrace the neck, said top portion having |

an integral outwardly-extending overhanging
end adapted to overlie the part of the head
adjacent to the neck,substantially as deseribed.

2. Afastener for bag-handles having a grip-
ping portion and flat end heads connected
thereto by necks, said fastener consisting of
side portions adapted to embrace the sides of
the neck and a top portion connecting the side

portions, said top portion being adapted to-

overlie the neck and having its inner end up-
turned and adapted to lie contiguous to the
gripping portion of the handle, the outer end
of said top portion being prolonged laterally
substantially beyond the side portions and

“adapted to overlie the part of the head adja-

cent to the neck, the said lateral prolongation
having a convexly-curved edge, substantially
as described.

3. A fastener for handles comprising an
orificed top portion and two side portions, the

top portion having an integral overhanging
end projecting laterally beyond the adjacent
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edges of the side portions, and sloping some-
what downwardly toward its edge, substan-
tlally as described. :

4. A fastener for handles comprising a top
portion and two side portions, the top portion
being provided with an orifice, a sheet of flexi-
ble material adapted to extend into the ori-
fice and a plate underlying said flexible sheet
and adapted to hold the flexible sheet in posi-
t1on. | |

5. A fastener for handles, comprising a top
portion and twoside portions, the top portions
being provided with an orifice, a sheet of flexi-
ble material extending from beneath within
sald orifice and of greater dimensions than the
orifice so that its edges underlie that part of
the top portion adjacent to and surrounding
sald orifice; and a plate of substantially the
cimensions of the orifice underlying the flexi-
ble sheet and in alinement with said orifice
anc adapted to project and hold said flexible
material within said orifice, substantially as
described.

6. A bag-handle having a gripping portion
and flat end heads connected thereto by necks,
1in combination with fasteners each compris-
g a top portion and side portions embracing

one of said necks, the top portion having an
integral overhanging end adapted to overlie

the part of the head adjacent to said neck, sub-
stantially .as described.

7. A bag-handle having a gripping portion
and flat end heads connected thereto by necks,
1n combination with fasteners each compris-
1ing a top portion and side portions embracing

one of said necks, the edge of the top portion

adjacent to the gripping portion of the handle
being upturned while the opposite end of the
top portion overlies the part of the head ad-
Jacent to said neclk, substantially as described.

8. A bag-handle having a gripping portion
and heads connected thereto by necks, in com-
bination with fasteners each comprising a top
portion and side portions, the top portion be-
ing orificed and a sheet of flexible material
held within said orifice, substantially as de-
scribed.

9. A bag-handle having a gripping portion
and heads connected thereto by necks, in com-
bination, with fasteners each comprising a top
portion and side portions, the top portion be-
ing provided with an orifice and a sheet of
lexible material, confined beneath the top por-
tion of the fastener, of greater area than the

orifice and whose edges underlie the part of

the top portion adjacent to and surrounding
said orifice, said flexible material extending
within said orifice, substantially as deseribed.

10. A bag-handle having a gripping por-
tion and heads connected thereto by necks, in
combination with fasteners each comprising
a top portion and side portions, the top por-
tion being provided with an orifice, a sheet
of flexible material within the fastener and of
greater area than the orifice, and a plate above

70

75

30

Qo

95

100

105

110

115

120

125

130




10O

15

773,835

the neck and beneath the flexible sheet and of
substantially the form and dimensions of said
orifice, whereby the plate and flexible sheet

are confined between the neck and the fas-

tener-top, while the plate projects a,nd holds
the flexible material within said ori ce sub-
stantially as described.

11. A bag-handle having a gripping por-
tion and flat end heads connected thereto by
necls, in combination with fastenerseach com-
prising an orificed top portion and two side
portions, the top portion of each fastener hav-
ing a laterally-projecting end overhanging its
corresponding head, and a sheet of flexible
material confined within the fastener and a
portion whereof extends within said orifice,
substantially as described.

12. A bag-handle having a gripping por-
tion and flat end heads connected thereto by

&

necks, in combination with fasteners each com- 2o

prising an orificed top portion having an in-
tegral laterally-projecting end overlying its
corresponding head and two side portions ta-
pered from about their junction with the top
portion toward their lower ends, a sheet of
flexible material and a plate beneath S&ld sheet
both of which are confined between the neck
of the handle and the top portion of the fas-
tener, the plate projecting and holding the
flexible material within sald orifice, substan-
tially as described.

Intestimony of which invention I have here-
unto set my hand at Philadelphia on this 15th

day of July, 1904.
FRANK H. WHITE.
Witnesses:

M. M. HamILTON,
Wirriam B. MARKS.

30



	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

