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No. 773,749,

UNITED STATES

Patented November. 1, 1904,

PaTeEnT Orrice,

HENRY KAPLAN, OF LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA.

ORDER-BOARD.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 773,749, dated November 1, 1904.
Application filed May 20, 1903, Serial No. 157,911, (No model.) '

To all whom it may concern:
Be 1t known that I, Hexry KarraN, a citi-

zen ot the United States, residing at Lios An-

geles, in the county of Los Angeles and State
of California, have invented a new and use-

tul Order-Board, of which the following is a

cation.

specl

My invention relates to a device which is

provided with symbols or names designating
articles such as are required tfor household
use and with push-buttons or other finger-indi-

cators arranged adjacent the respective names, -

the indicators being adapted to be moved into
a position to indicate that the supply of arti-
cles for which they stand are to 'be renewed.
Means are provided for retainingthe indicat-
ing devices in the positions into which they
may be placed until a memorandum has been
taken, and means are provided whereby the
indicating devices may be simultaneously re-
stored to normal position either after the can-
vasser has completed his memorandum or
when the goods have been received by the
steward. | |

The objects of my invention are to provide
a.simple and compact device which will be
cdurable and effective in use and which may
be economically manufactured.

The accompanying drawings illustrate the
invention, and referring to the same, Figure
I is a plan view of the device, the right-hand
portion of the casing being removed.. Fig. I1
1s an end elevation, the right-hand portion be-
Ing shown in section, the section being on
line I1 II, Fig. I. Fig. 111 is a section taken
on line 11T II1, Fig. I. Fig. 1V isa view of
the lower right-hand portion of what is shown

in Kig. I with the releasing mechanism in an-

other position.

The device comprises a rectangular box-
like casing 1, the bottom 2 of which is sup-

ported somewhat above the lower edge of the
casing. Posts 3 are slidably mounted in the
casing to move perpendicularly to the face-
board of the casing and are provided on their
upper ends with finger-buttons 4 and on their
lower ends with pins 5, while coil-springs 6
are interposed between the upper face of the
casing 1 and the finger-buttons and normally

pins 5 serving asstops.
‘with a shoulder 7. For economy of space

- When

hold the posts‘in their highest positions, the
Each postis provided

the posts may preferably bearranged in rows,
as shown, and staggered in order to position
them close together. o

o represents latches formed, preferably, of
spring-wire. One end of each wire is bent

50

55

to form a pivot, which is mounted in the bot-

tom 2 of the casing, while a staple 9 prevents

the latch from working out of the bottom 9.

The other end of the spring-latch is upturned.

A pair of releasing-bars 10 are pro vided.
which are slidably mounted between rows at
the respective sides of the device, and each re-
leasing-bar is provided with slots 11, each
slot receiving the upturned portions of the
latches 8. Kach latch 8 lies closely against
1ts post, and when the post is in its raised PO-
sition the latch is bowed, as shown in Fig. 1.
the post is depressed, the latch Snaps
over and liesabove the shoulder 7. This holds
the post in its depressed position. Each re-
leasing-bar is provided with a bracket 19,
which may be riveted thereto, and coll-springs
13 are attached to the respective brackets 12
and to a single bracket 14, fastened to the
casing. The lower end of each releasing-har

is provided with a finger-pull 15. The springs

13 serve to normally hold the releasing-bars
10 1n their raised position, so that all the
latches 8 are sprung tightly against their re-
spective posts. Each postis revoluble and is
provided with a pointer 16. 17 represents
dials arranged concentric with the posts, and
each dial may be printed with division-marks
representing quantities. For instance, the

“"Sugar-dial” might be spaced off into divisions

representing pounds. The symbols or names

designating the quantitiesrequired, as well as

the symhols or dial-marks designating the

“quantities of each commodity, are located on

the front of the face-board adjacent to the re-
spective slidable posts. | a

In practice, assuming that the supply of
sugar was exhausted, the steward would press
down the button opposite the name *‘ Sugar”
and would then turn the button so that the
hand would stand over the number of pounds
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which were required, and in a similar man-
ner he would depress the buttons for any
other commodity desired and regulate the
hands for quantities. The tension of a latch
] against a post is suflicient to prevent the
post from accidentally turning. The can-
vasser in making his rounds glances over the
order-board and makes a list of articles and
quantities desired. After he has made out
the list of goods or after the proper quanti-
ties have arrived the steward will pull down
the releasing - bars, which will draw the
latches 8 into the position shown in Fig. 1V,
thus releasing all the posts which may have
been depressed and latched, and thereupon
the depressed posts are restored to their nor-
mal raised positions by springs 6, the releas-
ing-bars being restored by springs 13.

The space on the face of the casing between
the two pairs of rows of push-buttons may be
covered with advertising matter, if desired.

I have shown and described the preferred
construction of my invention; but it should
be understood that various changes and modi-
fications may be made without departing from
the spirit thereof.

What I claim. and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent of the United States, 15—

1. In a device of the character described, a
casing, the face-board of which is provided
with symbols or names representing com-
modities, posts slidably mounted adjacent the
various symbols, a finger-button on the end
of cach post, springs interposed between the
respective button and said face-board, means
for holding said posts when depressed, means
for simultaneously releasing the posts, a dial
on the face-board surrounding each post, and
a hand carried by each post and adjustable
over the dial, and means for frictionally hold-
ing each post from being turned.

9. In an order-board, a casing, the face-
board of which is provided with symbols or
names representing commodities, a plurality
of posts slidably mounted adjacent to the re-
spective symbols to move perpendicularly to
the face-board and each provided with shoul-
ders, spring devices carried by the casing and
bearing against said posts, said posts being
movable to bring their shoulders into engage-
ment with said spring devices, and means for
restoring said posts to normal position.

3. In an order-board, a casing, the lace-
board of which is provided with symbols or
names representing commodities, a plurality
of revoluble posts slidably mounted adjacent
to the respective symbols and each provided
with a shoulder, spring devices carried by
the casing and bearing against sald posts,
said posts being movable to bring their shoul-
ders into engagement with said spring de-
vices, a pointer on each post, and quantity-
designating symbols on the face-board adja-
cent to each post and to the pointer thereon.

4. In a device of the character described, a

holding the
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casing, the face-board of which 1s provided
with symbols or names representing cou-
modities, a plurality of posts slidably mount-
ed in said casing adjacent the respective sym-
bols, each post being provided with a shoul-

der. a releasing-bar slidably mounted in the
casing, a plurality of spring-latches pivoted

to the casing and having their ends connected
with the releasing-bar, means for normally
posts in raised position, and
means for holding the releasing-bar in nor-
mal position and holding the spring-latches

against the posts. |
5. In an order-board, in combination, a cas-.

ing, the face-board of whichis provided with
symbols or names indicating articles, and
symbols indicating quantities, posts slidably
mounted in the casing adjacent to the respec-
tive article and quantity symbols to indicate
by their depression the article required and
rotatably mounted in the casing to move with
respect to the quantity-symbols to indicate the
amount of such article required, and spring
means on the casing adapted and arranged to

‘engage the posts when pressed and to hold the

posts in any rotative position in which they
may be set. '

6. In a device of the character described,
in combination., a casing, the face-board of
which is provided with symbols or names 1n-
dicating articles, and symbolsindicating quan-
tities, posts slidably mounted in the casing,
adjacent to the respective article and quantity
symbols to indicate by their depression the
article required and rotatably mounted in the
casing to move with respect to the quantity-
symbols to indicate the amount of such arti-
cles required, said posts having shoulders,
spring means tending to restore the sliding
posts to normal position, and springs con-
nected to the casing and bearing against said
posts to engage with the shoulders thereot to
hold the posts in depressed position by their
friction against the poststoalso hold the posts
in any rotative position in which they may be
set.

7 In a device of the character described,
in combination, a casing, the face-board ot
which is provided with symbols or names in-
dicating articles, and symbolsindicating quan-
tities, posts slidably mounted in the casing
adjacent to the respective article and quantity
symhols to indicate by their depression the
article required and rotatably mounted in the
casing to move with respect to the quantity-
symbols to indicate the amount of such arti-
cle required, said posts having shoulders,
spring means tending to restore the sliding
posts to normal position, springs pivoted to
the casing and bearing against said posts to
engage with theshoulders thereof to hold the
posts in depressed position and by their fric-
tion against the posts to also hold the posts
in rotative position in which they may be set,
and a resetting-bar connected with a plurality
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of said springs and movable to cause said
springs to bear against the posts or to release
the springs from the posts.

8. In a device of the character described,
In combination, a casing, the face-board of
which is provided with symbols or names in-
dicating articles, and symbols indicating quan-

- titles, posts slidably mounted in the casing

. IO

acdjacent to the respective article and quantity
symbols to indicate by their depression the
article required and rotatably mounted in the
casing to move with respect to the quantity-
symbols to indicate the amount of such arti-

~ cle required, said posts having shoulders,

spring means tending to restore the sliding
posts to normal position, springs pivoted to
the casing and bearing against said posts to
engage with the shoulders thereof to hold the

posts in depressed position, and by their fric-
tion against the posts to also hold the posts

1n rotative position in which they may be set,

a resetting-bar connected with a plurality of

sald springs and movable to cause said springs

to bear against the posts or to release the
springs from the posts, and a spring tending
to draw said resetting-bar into position to al-
low the springs to lock the posts. |
In testimony whereof I have signed my name
tothisspecification, in the presence of two sub-
scribing witnesses, at Los Angeles, in the
county of Lios Angeles and State of California,
this 13th day of May, 1908.
HENRY KAPLAN.
Witnesses:
GEORGE T. HaCKLEY,
JULIA TOoWNSEND.
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