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To all whom it may conceri:

Beitknownthat I, CaarrLes A.CoucH, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Worces-
ter, in the county of Worcester and State of
Massachusetts, have invented a new and use-
ful Garment-Supporter, of which the follow-
Ing 1s a specification. |

This invention relates to that class of gar-

ters which are employed for women’s stock-
ings.

The especml object of this invention is to
provide a simple, inexpensive, and efficient
construction for supporting a garter from a
corset, the connection being especially de-
signed to permit a free swinging motion of a
carter-str ap or other parts suspended there-
:t1 O1.

To these ends this invention consists of the
buckle or connection as an article of manu-
tacture and of the combinations of parts there-
1n, as hereinafter described, and more particu-
lar ly pointed out in the cla,lm at the end of
this specification.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a fragmentary view of part of a corset side,

showing a clasp or connection constructed ac-

CoY dmﬂ‘ to this invention applied thereto.
Fig. 1*1s a detail view of a modif ed construc-
tion. Fig. 2 is an enlarged perspective view
showing the clasp in opeh position. Fig. 3 is
a perspective view of the parts which codper-
ate to form the detachable connection and the
lock for the same. Fig. 4 is a view showing
the partslocked in connected position. Fws

5 and 6 are perspective views 111113131’&131110"

modified forms of construction. Fig. 7T is a
fragmentary view of a corset side piece with
sheet-metal socket-pieces having the form of
eyeletssecured therein. Fig. 81s an enlarged
view of one of the eyelet socket -pleces, and
Fig. 9 18 a sectional view of the same.

The especial object of the present invention
1s to provide a detachable connection for sup-

porting a garter trom a corset, which connec- -

tion will permit a free swinging motion of a
garter-strap and in which the parts may, if

‘either side out.

desired, be locked, so that the fastening will
not be liable to become undooked

Referring to the accompanying drawings
for a detail description of a connection con-
structed according to this invention, C desig-
nates a corset side piece, and G designates a
oarter-strap which may be employed in con-
nection with ordinary garter constructions.

The garter-strap ( is detachably connected

with a sheet-metal piece 10, having the strap-
recelving slots 11. Atitsupper end the sheet-
metal piece 10 is provided with a T-shaped
head 12. The T-shaped head 12 forms the
tongue,which engagesa keyhole-shapedsocket,
n a sheet—metal piece secured to the corset.
In the construction illustrated in Figs. 1, 2,
3, and 4 of the drawings the socket-piece or
attachment for the corset is made in the form
of a clasp. As illustrated in Fig. 2, this cor-
set attachment comprisesa back piece 13, hav-
ing a pertforated extension 14, which may be
sewed to the corset, if desired.

oted in which 1s the sheet-metal piece 16, hav-
ing the usual clamping-teeth 17 at its upper
end. Both members 13 and 16 of the clasp
may be provided with: keéyhole-shaped open-
ings 18, so that the clasp may be put on with
The vertical dimension of
the keyhole-shaped opening 18 is sufficient to
permit the T-shaped head 12 to be inserted
or removed therefrom when swung or turned

‘sidewise from normal position, and the bot-

toms of the keyhole-shaped openings 18 are
preferably rounded or curved to permit the
swinging motion hereinafter explained. Co-
operating with the keyhole-shaped opening
18 of the piece 16, as most clearly illustrated
in Kigs. 3 and 4, 1s a pivoted locking-piece 19,
having a finger which 1s normally turned to
one Slde., as 1llustrated in Fie. 3, and which
can be swung into position over the T-shaped
head 12 to lock the parts together, as illus-

trated in Fig. 4. The lochinc}‘-piece 19 may

be operated by a stud extending through to
the face of the clasp, as shown. In this con-
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the back piece 13 are the side arms 15, piv-

73

30

go



10

20

25

30

35

&

struction it will be seen that a movable lock-
ing-piece 1s arranged to codperate with the
keyhole-shaped opening, this locking- piece
being moved out of position when the T-shaped
head 1s to be inserted or removed and holding
the parts locked together when desired.

In the construction illustrated in ¥ig. 1* the
keyhole-shaped opening 18 1s made in a small
substantially triangular plate 30. The plate
30 1s provided with a slot 31, which receives
the tape which is sewed to the corset. These
small plates 30 are intended to be attached to
corsets when they are made, and 1f not desired
by the purchaser of the corsets they can be
readily cut off.

In the construction 111115131‘&136(:1 in Figs. 5
and 6 the corset attachment consists of a piece

of sheet metal folded back upon itself to form

two sections separated by a lip 24. The at-
tachment 1s provided through its front face
with a keyhole-shs
ing with which 1s a locking-piece 19, as be-
fore described. Extending back from the
face of the attachment are prongs 26, which
may be directly headed into the fabric of the
corset, or, 1f preferred, the arms 26 may fur-
nish the be%rmos tor a safety -pin, as ilius-
trated in Fig. 6.

In Figs. 7 to 9, inclusive, the corset attach-
ments are made Substa.ntial]y in the form ot
large eyelets. As illustrated, each of the
sheet-metal pileces or eyelets 27 1s provided
with a keyhole-shaped opening substantially
of the same shape as before referred to, and
cobperating with each of the eyelets 1 also

~preterably provide a spring locking-tongue

40

28, which may be carried by a washer or
sheet-metal piece secured beside one of the
flanges or skirts of the eyelet.

In the use of the eyelet form of a corset at-
tachment the spring-tongue 28 will form, 1n
effect, a locking-finger which may be pushed
out of place when the T-shaped head is to be

ped opening 25, codoperat-
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inserted or removed, but which will move
back into place to lock the parts together
after the T-shaped head is inserted. |

In the use of all the constructions herein
1Hlustrated the rounding or curved bottom of
the keyhole-shaped openings will permit a
free swinging motion of the garter-straps,
and I regard this as important, as garters
when thus supported will not put any mate-
rial restraint upon the freedom of motion of
the wearer.

1 am aware that changes may be made in
the construction of catches or buckles accord-
ing to this invention without departinﬂ‘ from
the scope therecof as expressed in the claim.
I do not wish, therefore, to be limited to the
constructions I have herein shown and de-
scribed: but

What 1 do claim, and desire to secure by
Lietters Patent of the United States, is—

As an article of manufacture, a detachable
connection for supporting a garter comprising
a sheet-metal socket-piece having provision
for fastening the same to a corset, and having
a socket of inverted-keyhole shape, and a
sheet-metal garter-piece having provision for
connection with a garter-strap, with an inte-
oral extension at one end which is bent out
at an angle from the face of the garter-piece
and 1s turned back over the face of the gar-
ter-plece, and 1s provided with a T -shaped
head to be normally fastened in the keyhole-
shaped socket, and which is removable there-
from when raised and tipped from normal po-
sition.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in the presence of two subscribing
witnesses.

CHAS. A. COUCH.

Witnesses:
Parnip W. SOUTHGATE,
Louis W. SOUTHGATE.
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