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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Grorer E. PEIRCE, 2a
resident of Kdgewood, in the township of
Cranston, in the county of Providence and
State of Rhode Island, have invented certain
new and useful Improvementsin Shoe-Fasten-
ing Devices; and I do hereby declare that the
following is a full, clear, and exact description
thereot, reference being had to the accompa-
nying drawings, and to the ficures of refer-
ence marked thereon, which form a part of
this specification. -

- This invention relates to fastening devices
which are more particularly adapted to serve
in the capacity of a buckle for overshoes, arc-
tics, and the like. _

One object of the invention is to provide a
simple, effective, and inexpensive fastening
device which will enable the ready attaching
and detaching of its two members. |

The essential feature of the invention, how-
ever, 18 to produce a fastening device which
will offer no ends, points, or corners onto
which a lady’s dress may catch, as the catch-
Ing of the skirt on the shoe-buckle is a ogreat
annoyance to ladies, as it oftentimes tears the
skirt or in trying to detach the same the
buckle becomes unclasped. |

Another feature of my device is that it has
a positive lock and cannot be unclasped either
by pulling or pushing on the two parts, ex-
cept when the lock-spring is depressed.

The invention consists of other novel fea-
tures and parts and combinations of the same,
aswill be fully described hereinafterand then
pointed out in the appended claims.

A practical embodiment of the invention is

represented in the accompanying drawings, -|

forming a part of this specification, in which
simllar characters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the views.

Figure 1 represents a practical embodiment
of my invention, showing the two parts hooked
together and in the position it will take when
attached to a shoe or the like. Fig. 21is an
enlarged central longitudinal section showing
the two parts attached together and the man-
ner in which the spring-tongue engages the
lange on the edge of one of the openings.

Fig. 2 looking in the direction of the arrow.
Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the portion of
the buckle which contains the eyes or open-
ings. Kig. 5 isa perspective view of that por-
tton of the buckle that contains the spring-
hook. Fig. 6 is an enlarged view represent-
Ing a central longitudinal sectional view of
that portion of the buckle that contains the
eyesor openings, showing the mannerin which

the stock around said openings are bent down,

forming lips on each side thereof for engag-
ing the hooked tongue on the opposite mem-

ber ot the buckle..

Referring to the drawings, the fastening
device comprises, generally speaking, two
members 1 and 2, one secured to each side or
portion of the upper of a shoe or the like, the
members slidably engaging each other and
having means for locking them together in
position so as to bring the sides of the shoe-

upper nearer together or hold them farther

apart, as 1s desired. |

~ Themember 1 of the device, as will be seen
from the drawings, has a convex upper sur-
face made somewhat rounding from edge to
ecge, 'said edges being turnedup at8 3, form-
ing longitudinal grooves or channels on each
side thereof. At one énd of this member is
a slot or opening 4, through which it may be
attached to the side of the shoe or the like.
This member is also provided with a series of
holes or openings 5 through its top portion,
the stock around the edges of which being
turned down at 6 in the formation of the
same, torming a downwardly-projecting lip
or flange around the lower edge of said open-
ing, which serves to engage and retain the

hooked end of the spring-tongue 8, that ex-

tends down through from the upper member
2. As these holes are punched out their up-
per edges are nicely rounded over, thereby
forming a guiding-surface to facilitate the in-
serting- of this hooked tongue through the
opening when it is desired to attach the two
members together. The upper member 2 is
also made rounding, being concave on its un-
der surface to correspond in form to the up-

i per surtace of the under member 1, over

Fig. 3 is a transverse section on line 8 3 of zo
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which it fits and slides longitudinally. On
one end of this member is also a slot or open-
ing 10, through which it is secured to the side
of the shoe or the like. Fach edge 7 7 along
the side of this member is also slightly turned
up, so that it will correspond with and fit into
the longitudinal grooves on each side of the
lower member, by which grooves said upper
member is guided.

At 81is a spring-tongue secured by rivets
or other suitable means to the upper side or
back of the said upper member 2. This
tongue is raised or bent up from the point
where it is secured and turns down nearly at
right angles, projecting through the opening
9. its lower end being bent up in the form of
a hook, and when the two members 1 and 2
are in place said bent-up end is hooked over

the flange or turned-down edge 6, which sur-

rounds the opening, securely locking the two
members together. -

When my improved buckle is applied to a
shoe, the upper portion is attached to one side
and the lower portion to the opposite side
thereot, as illustrated in Fig. 1. The two
sides of the shoe are drawn together by the
hands, and that portion of the buckle contain-
ing the spring-hook is placed over the por-
tion containing the openings, and said spring-
hook is macle to enter any one of said open-
ings, and by a slight pressure of the thumb
or finger on the top of the hook it is forced
down and the turned-up end made to engage
the under side of the bar which separates said
openings, and the two parts are securely
locked together. It is a very simple matter
to disengage the buckle, which is done by a
slight pressure of the finger on the spring,
which releases the hook, and the two parts
are separated. |

1 do not wish to be restricted to the exact
construction herein shown and described, as
many slight modifications may be made with-
out departing from the spirit and scope of
my invention.

A shoe - buckle constructed as herein de-
scribed is not only both strong and durable,
but is inexpensive and can be manufactured
and placed upon the market at a compara-
tively small cost. It is positive in 1ts action,
and its simplicity of construction and ease of
operation materially enhances the value of
shoes to which such buckle is attached.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s | |

1. Ina fastening device, an upper member,
a hooked spring-tongue on sald upper mems-
ber, a lower member having a plurality of
openings through it for the admission of said
spring-tongue, and a downwardly-projecting
edoe or lip at each opening over which edge
said spring-tongue may hook to lock the two
members together.
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9. Ina fastening device, an upper member, 05

' a hooked spring-tongue on said upper mem-

ber, a lower member on which said upper
member slides, said lower member having a
plurality of openings through it for the ad-
mission of said spring-tongue, ribs or bars
between the openings having means for en-
gaging and retaining the hooked end of said
spring-tongue after it has passed through said
openings to lock the two members together.

3. Inafastening device, an upper member,
a hooked spring-tongue on said upper menmn-
ber, a lower member having a plurality of
openings through it for the admission of said
spring-tongue, and bars or ribs between the
openings,the hooked end of sald spring-tongue
arranged to engage the under side of said bar
with an upward pressure whereby it 1s neces-
sary to press said spring downward to release
the same. |

4. Ina fastening device, an upper member,
a hooked spring-tongue on said upper mem-
ber, a lower member having a plurality of
openings through it for the admission of said
spring-tongue, and bars between the openings,
a portion of said bars being turned down form-

ing an edge over which the hooked end of the
spring-tongue may catch to lock the two mem-

bers together.

5. Ina fastening device, an uapper member,
a hooked spring-tongue on said upper mem-
ber, a lower member on which said upper
member is arranged to slide, said lower mem-
ber having a plurality of openings and ribs
or bars between said openings, said bars be-
ing beveled inwardly to tacilitate the admis-

sion of the spring-tongue and also to form an

edge over which the hook may catch, said
hook being arranged to engage said down-
wardly-turned edge beneath the opening with
an upward pressure whereby 1t 1S necessary
to press said spring downward to release the
same.

6. In a fastening device an upper member
concaved on its under side, a hooked spring-
tongue having one end fixed to said upper
member, a lower member the upper surface
of which is convex in transverse section to
correspond to the form of the under side of
said upper member which slides upon it, said
lower member having a plurality of openings
for the admission of said spring-tongue and

‘a downwardly-projecting lip at the edge of

cach opening, the bent-up end of sald spring-
tongue being arranged to engage said down-
wardly-turned edge beneath the opening with
an upward pressure whereby 1t 1s necessary
to press said spring downward to release the
same.

7. In a fastening device an upper member
concaved on its under side, a hooked spring-
tongue having one end fixed to said upper
member, a lower member the upper surtace
of which is convex in transverse section to
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correspond to the shape of the under side of
said upper member which slides upon it, said
lower member having a plurality of openings
for the admission of said spring-tongue, and
5 ribs or bars between said openings, said bars
being beveled inwardly to facilitate the ad-

mission of the spring-tongue and also to form

an edge over which the hook may catch, said
hook being arranged to engage the down-
1o wardly-turned edge beneath the opening with

an upward pressure whereby it is necessary

to press sald spring downward to release the
same. _

~ In testimony whereof I hereunto set my
hand this 9th day of February, A. D. 1904. 1¢

GEORGE E. PEIRCE.

In presence of—
Howarp E. BarLow,
- Frank A. Foster.
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