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To all whom & muay concermn:

Be 1t known that I, FrEDERICK ALFRED
FLETCRER, a citizen of the United States, re-
sidling at Springfield, in the county of Sanga-

5 mon and State of 1llinois, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Car-
Axle Lubricators, of which the following is
a specification.

This invention relates to axle or journal

1o lubrication, and particularly to a device for
holding lubricating-pads 1n contact with car-
axles.

The ob]ect of the mventlon 1s to provide a
pad or lubricant holder of such peculiar shape

15 and construction that it may be expeditiously
inserted 1into an axle-box, adjust i1tself there-
to, and be readily and conveniently removed
theretfrom.

A turther object of the invention is to pro-

20 vide a pad or lubricant holder adapted to fit
and accommocdate itself to car-axle boxes and
be retained therein without attachment to the
box and to arrange the holder-supports so
that the pad will have an elastic or spring

25 bearing continuously on the axle lengthwise
the latter.

A still further object of the invention isto

provide a holder constructed of spring metal,
the spring rests or supports of the holder be-
30 ing so arranged as to be compressed in insert-
ing the holder into an axle-box and the Sprino‘
p‘Ld bearings being arranged to partly encircle
the axle at moles to the said Spring-rests, so
that the latter will have a vertical spring ac-
35 tion on the axle, while the pad-bearings have
a lateral spring action on the axle.

In the accompanying drawings, forming
part of this application, Figure 1 1s a per-
spective view of the holder. Fig. 2 is a sec-

40 tional view of an ordinary axle-box, showing
the application of the holder. Fig. 8 is an
enlarged side elevation showing in dotted
lines compressed condition of the holder-rests.

The same numeral references denote the

45 same parts throughout the several views of
the drawings.

The M]ewbox 1 is of the ordinary type and
requires no alteration therein for applying
the pad-holder. The axle 2 has the usual

journal-bearing without any changes in loca- 50
tion or arrangement. The holder comprises
a rectangular frame composed, preferably, of
spring metal and having top plates 3, joined
together at each end by cross-plates 4, so as
to leave a rectangular opening 5 between the 55
plates. Ateach end of the plates 3 1s a spring-
rest 6, which is curved downwardly and in-
wardly in the shape of an arc of a circle and

terminates in a free end about midway the -

length of the plates 3 under the latfer, with an 6o

interval between the said free ends and aspace

between the rests and the plates 3. Semi-
circular spring-plates 7 are secured central of
the end plates 4, and ears 8 project from the
intersection of the plates Tand4. The plates 65
T have apertures 9, and like apertures 10 are
made in the ears 8 for securing a suitable lu-
bricating-pad 11, and a portion or parts of
the latter depend through the opening 5 into
the lubricant without interfering with the 70
spring-rests. The plates 7T form a bearing for
the pad and elastically hold the pad laterally
against the axle. The ears fix the pad at the
bottom, so that it cannot become displaced,
and the spring-rests support the holder and 75
give it an elastic vertical pressure, so that the
pad has a double spring-bearing on the axle.

It will be observed that the pad-carrier
plates are at right angles to the spring-rests
and that the latter worklengthwise the holder, 3o

so the pad 1s not only held up to the axle ef-

fectively, but the pad 1s given an equal or
uniform bearing on the axle. o

It will be seen that the spring-rests are ca-
pable of being compressed to occupy only 35
about half the space as when extended, there-
by permitting the holder to be inserted
through a small door or axle-box opening
and to accommodate itself to boxes of V&I’IOUS
depths: yet the spring-rests are of such shape 9o
as to keep the pad in continuous contact with
the axle, thoueh the size and shape of the axle-
box may vary or the pad become worn.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, anddesire to secure by Letters 95
Patent, is—

The combination in a lubricator -pad holder

- for axle-boxes, of a pair of top plates extend-
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inglengthwise the axle, and havingarc-shaped | tween the cross-plates and the spring-plates,
spring-rests forming the ends of the plates | substantially as shown and described. I0
and terminating in pairs central of the length In witness whereof 1 hereunto set my hand
of and under the plates, the cross-plates hav- | in the presence of two witnesses.
5 1ng their ends secured at the juncture of the FREDERICK ALFRED FLETCHER.
“top plates and the said rests, semicircular Witnesses: |
spring-plates secured to the cross-plates, and JouN V. NELSON,

a pair of pad-holding earssecured to and be- ] CHARLES LEE.
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