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To all whom it nuay concern:

Be 1t known that I, RoBERT ALLEN, a citizen
of the United States, residing at Chattanooga,
in the county of Hamilton and State of Tennes-
see, have invented new and useful Improve-

ments 1n Sterilizers, ot which the following 1s

- a specification.
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tion therein.

My invention relates to new and useful im-
provements in sterilizing apparatus; and its
object is to provide a device of simple and in-
expensive construction which 1s especially
acdapted for sterilizing beds.

The Invention consists in providing a recep-
tacle preferably open at one end and provided

with tracks upon the lower surface of the top

thereof, within which are mounted hangers
adapted to be secured to one end of a bed,

while the other end thereof i1s adapted to be |

supported by meansof holding devicessecured
to the top of the receptacle.

The invention also consists In providing a
novel arrangement of heating-pipes within the
receptacie, through which steam or hot water
is adapted to be admitted, whereby the tem-

perature within the receptacle may be raised

to any desired degree.

The invention also consists in the further
novel construction and combination of parts
hereinatter more fully described and claimed,

and illustrated in theaccompanyingdr awm oS,

1n which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the appa-
ratus closed. Fig. 21isa vertical longitudinal
section therethrough, showing a bed in posi-
Fig. 3 is a front perspective
view of the apparatus opened. Fig. 4 1s a
view showing in detail some of the stripscon-
stituting a portion of one of the walls of the
apparatus. Flg. 51sa vertical section through
a portion of one of the walls; and Fig. 6 is a de-

‘tall view of the hanger, the same being shown

in position within a track.

Referring to the figures by numerals of ref-

erence, 1 1 are beams forming the framework
of the apparatus, and to the inner surfaces
t.1ereot are secured long 1tudlna,lly extending
strips 2, having erooves 3 formed in the edges
thereof. These strips are adapted to rest one
upon the other, and when in such position the

50 adjoining grooves 3 register and serve to hold

|

' in position keys 4, which extend longitudi-

nally of the strips and effectually seal the
points of connection between said ‘strips.
The inner surfaces of the strips 2 are prefer-
ably covered with galvanized iron 5 or other

suitable material, and over this is arranged a

layer 6 of asbestos. _
A series of parallel pipes 7 are arranged
upon the inner surface of one of the side walls

i and are connected together by elbows 8, as

shown. The upper pipe 9 of this series ex-
tends through the side wall and is connected
inany suitable manner, as by means of a valve-
pipe 10, with a suitable supply-pipe 11. The

lower pipe 12 of the series is connected by

means ot a pipe 13 with the upper one ot a
series of parallel pipes 14, arranged upon the
inner surface of the opposite W:-';Ll and the
lower one of this series of pipes 1s ‘also con-

| nected to one end of a series of parallel pipes

15, arranged upon the bottom of the appara-
tus and having an outlet 16.

Parallel tracks 17 are located upon thelower
surface of the top of the device and are pro-
vided with inwardly-extending flanges 18,
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upon which are adapted to beal rollers 19,

connected together by means of ashort shaft

20. Depending from each of these shafts is

a rod 21, having a hook 22 at the lower end
thereof. Rods 23, having hooks 24 at their
lower ends, are Immovably suspended from
determinate points of the lower surtace of the
top of the device near the front ends thereof
and at points adjacent to the outer ends of the
tracks 17. Doors 25 are suitably secured to
the front end of the casing of the device and
are adapted to be locked in closed position 1n
any sultable manner, as by means of bars 26.

The rods 23 are preferably disposed close to
the tracks and adjacent to the inner sides of
the latter to have the lower hooks 24 1n proper
position for engagement with one end of a bed

and to permit the rods 21 to have a clearance

during the movement of the bed into the ster-
ilizing-Inclosure. This arrangement 1s par-
ticularly advantageous in that no adjustment
of the rods 23 i1s necessary, the said rods be-
ing always in position for convenlent appli-
catlon to one end of the bed.

‘When it is desired to sterilize a bed, the roo
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desired degree.

hooked rods 21 are placed in engagement with
the foot or head thereof, and said rods are then
moved longitudinally of the tracks 17 until the

opposite end of the bed is brought in position

under rods 23, when said rods are also placed
in engagement therewith. The bed is thus
held suspended within the receptacle at a point
adjacent to the center thereof. The doors 25
are then closed and secured and hot water or
steam 1s acdmitted to the pipes 7, 14, and 15
from the supply-pipe 11, and the temperature
within the apparatus can thus be raised to a
After the bed has been thor-
oughly heated for a desired period the same
1s readily removed by first detaching it from
the hooked rods 28 and then dmwmg rods 21
outward to the front ends of tracks 17 and de-
taching the hooks 22 from the hed.

It will be seen that the device is extremely

simple and inexpensive in construction and is

especially adapted for use in hospitals or other
places where it isnecessary to thoroughly ster-
1l1ze articles of furniture. It will of course
be understood that it is not necessary to ar-
range the heating-pipes of each series so as to
be parallel with each other. I have meu,ly
llustrated and described them as arranged in
this manner, because I find that when so lo-
cated a or eater amount of heating-surface can
be contained within the apparatus than by any
other means that can be employed.

In the foregoing description I have shown
the preferred form of my invention; but I do
not limit myself thereto, as I am aware that
modifications may be made therein without
departing from the spirit or sacrificing the
advantages thereof, and I therefore reserve
the 1"101'1t to make such changes as fairly fall
Wlthm the scope of my invention.

Having thus described the invention, what
is claimed as new 18—

1. Asterilizer comprisingareceptacle, heat-—

Ing means arranged within the receptacle,

means slidably suspended within the recepta-
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cle to be moved back and forth therein and 45

aclapted to support one end of an article that
may be placed within and withdrawn from the
receptacle, and means immovably suspended
within the receptacle at points inwardly from

the first-named means and close to the planes

of movement of the latter, the immovable
means being arranged to engage the opposite
end of the article when in the receptacle.

2. A sterilizing apparatus comprising a cas-
ing having an opening at its front closed by
a cdoor, means located in the casing for heat-

1ng the interior of the latter, tracks fixed to

the under side of the top of the casing in par-
allel relation and having hangers movably
mounted therein, rods depending from said
hangers and formed with lower hooked ter-
minals, and other rods immovably depending
from the top of the casing and arranged close
tc the inner opposing sides of the tracks and
provided with lower hooked terminals, the

movable and immovable rods being adapted

to engage opposite extremities of the article
disposed in the casing.
3. Inanapparatusof the charactersetforth,

the combination of a casing composed of lon-

oitudinally-extending strips having opposite
orooved registering edges, keys fitted in the
orooves ot the adjacent strips having opposite
orooved registering edges, keys fitted in the

orooves of the adjacent strips, a covering of

non-corrosive sheet metal applied over the in-
ner surface of the casing, a second covering
of asbestos secured over the covering of sheet

.metal, heating-pipes disposed against the sides

ancd on the bottom of the interior of the cas-

ing, and holding means depending from the

top portion of the interior of the casing.
~ In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.
ROBERT ALLEN.
Witnesses: |

‘Wi, H. D. VALENTINE,
K. A. DENTON.
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