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No. 773,500.

UNITED STATES

Patented October 25, 1904.

PAaTENT OFFICE.

WILLIAM HIZER,

OF LYONS, MICHIGAN,

ASSIGNOR OF ONE-HALF TO

(. R. HERRICK.

FOLDING BASKET.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent INo. 773,500, dated October 25, 1904.

Application filed March 22, 1904, Serial No, 199,457,

(No model.)

To all whom it may concern.:

Be 1t known that I, WriLLiam Hizer, a citi- |

zen of the United States, residing at Lyons,
in the county of Ionia and State of Michigan,
haveinvented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Folding Baskets; and I do declare

~ the following to be a full, clear and exact de-
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scription of “the inv entlon su(h as will enable
others skilled in the art to whlch 1t appertains
to make and use the same.

This invention Ielates to 1mprovements 1n
folding baskets.

The object of the invention s to provide a
basket of this.character which may be quickly
and easily folded into a small package.

A further object is to provide a folding
basket which will be simple, strong, and du-
rable, and inexpensive, and the parts of which
are all connected together. | |

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 1s
a side elevation of a basket constructed in ac-

cordance with the invention and showing the

same opened 1n position tor use. Kig. 215 a
longitudinal vertical sectional view. Fig. 3
1s a vertical cross-sectional view. Fig.41sa
sicle view showing the parts in folded posi-
tion. Kig. 5isa top plan view with the parts
as shown 1n Fig.
o1tudinal Sec’mon‘d view showmﬂ a modified
construction. Fig. Tisan enlarc}‘ed fragmen-
tary sectional View showing the manner ot

attaching the sides of the basket to the bot-

tom ot the sanie.

Referring more par thUlELI‘]y to the draw-
ings, 1 denotes the basket, which may be of
aAny ‘suitable shape and size. 2 denotes a
bottom, formed of heavy pasteboard, wood,
or metal. 3 denotes the sides of the basket,
formed of heavy paper, cloth, or other flexi-
ble tabric. The edge ot the bottom 2 1s rab-
beted, and a narrow groove 4 is formed in
the rabbet, the lower edge of the bottom 2
thus projecting beyond the sides and ends of
thie basket to protect the body portion there-
of. Into the groove 4 the lower edge of the
fabric forming the sides 1s drawn by a wire
5, thereby firmly securing the lower edge
of the sides to the bottom. The upper edge
of the sides 1s secured between wire rods,

4. Fig. 6 1s a vertical lon- |

strips, or bands 6, of metal or other suit-
able material, which are riveted or other-

wise secured together to form binding strips

or rims for the sides.
- The basket 1s provided with one or more
handles 7, which are preferably either circu-
lar or elliptical in form and constructed of a
strip of spring metal, wood, or other suitable
material, and are pivotally connected, as at
8, to the inner side of the binding strips or
oamds 6 1n such a manner that when the
basket is open 1n a position for use the han-
dle will be in an upright position at right
angles to the binding strips or bands 6

top of the basket, while the lower half of the
same projects down into the basket and en-
gages the bottom of the same and is sprung
into a recess or groove 9.
rial of which the handles are constructed and
the shape of the same permits them to yield
when forced against the bottom to bring them
to an upright position, and when said posi-
tion is reached the lower side of the handle
will have sprung 1nto the recess or groove 9,
which will hold the same in an upr 10ht POSi-
tion. |
In turning the handle or handles on then
plvots to brmﬂ the same to an upright POSI-
tion the rim formed by the binding-strips 6
and the fabric forming the sides of the same
will also be raised by said handle or handles,
and when said handles enter the recesses in
the bottom of the basket the sides of the same
will be supported thereby in an open or un-
folded position. To lower the sides and fold

the basket, the handle 1s sprung out of the
oroove 9, when

1t may be turned on its plv-
otal connections and folded to lie within and
flush with bmdmﬂ*-strlps on the bottom of the
basket, as shown in Figs. 4 and 5.

If desned additional means may be pro-
vided for hol

upright position, said means consisting of a

The

upper half of the handle projects above the

The flexible mate-
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ding the handle or handles inan

spring - catch 10, secured to the bottom and

having formed therein a notch or offset 12
which projects into the recess 9 in the bottom
of the basket, so that when the handle is
turned to an upright position to open or un-
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fold the basket the inner portion of the same
will engage said cateh 10 and spring into the
notch or offset 12, thereby retaining the sides
of the basket in an open position.

- From the foregoing desmiption talken 1n
connection with the accompanying drawings,
the construction and operation of the mven-
tion will be readily understood without re-
quiring a more e*{tendml explanation.

Various changes in the torm, proportion,
and the minor details of construction may be
resorted to without departing from the prin-
ciple or sacrificing any ot tne advantages of
this invention.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. A folding basket comprising a rigid bot-
tom provided with a rabbeted and grooved
edge, a flexible body portion secured at 1ts
lower edge within the groove of the bottom
by a binding-wire, the lower edge of the bhot-
tom projecting beyond the body portion of
the basket, a rigid binding-strip secured to
the upper edge of the bod} portion, an oval

773,500

handle made of elastic material and pivoted
to the binding-strip, and the upper surface of
the basket-bottom having a curved groove for
retaining the handle 1in a vertical position to
hold the basket open, substantially as de-
sceribed.

2. A folding basket comprising a rigid bot-
tom having a rabbeted and grooved edge and
a projecting lower edge portion to protect the
hasket-body, a folding basket-body secured
in the groove of the bottom by means of a
'Jinctlng wire, a binding-strip secured to the
upper edee of the folding body portion, an
etliptical spring-handle pivoted to said bind-
ing-strip, the upper surface of the basket-bot-
tom having a curved groove and a spring-
cateh 1n said groove to engage the handle, sub-
stantially as described.

In testimony whercot I have hercunto set
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-
nesses.

WILLIAM HIZER.
Witnesses:
E. 5. Funieg,
K. N. THuyer
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