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To all whorm it maiy concern: |
Be it known that I,'ALFRED ANDERSON, 4
citizen of the United States, residing at Detroit
City, In the county of Becker and State of Min-
5 nesota, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Clothes- Clamps, of which

the following is a specification.

This invention embodies a novel construc-
tion of clothes-clamping device for securing
10 clothes to clothes-lines. In its preferred con-

struction the invention comprises 1n a single

article means for attaching the clamp demce
to the clothes-line, so that the same may be
permanently secured thereto, and clamping
15 means carried by the supporting means above
mentioned for engaging the clothes to be hung
upon the line.
For a tull description of the invention and
the merits thereof and also to acquire a knowl-
20 edgeof the details of construction of the means
for efiecting the result reference is to be had
to the following deseription and drawings
hereto attached.
While the essential and characteristic fea-
25 tures of the invention are susceptible of modi-
tication, still the preferred embodiment of the

invention 1s illustrated in the accompanying

drawings, in which—
I‘w‘me 1 is a perspective view showing the
30 clamp device in applied position. Fig.2 isa
perspective view of the clamp device alone,
bringing out more clearly the relative arrange-
ment of the structural parts thereof. Fl_(?‘ 3
is a side elevation of the invention. Fig. 4 is
35 a front elevation.

Corresponding and like parts are referred
to 1n the following description and indicated
in all the views of the drawings by the same
reference characters.

40 In order that the invention may be con-

~ structed as simply as practicable, so as to in-
volve a minimum cost in its manufacture, the
same 1s preferably formed from spring-wire

of suitable gage to lend the necessary strenfrth
45 and rigidity.

In accordance - with the foregoing a single

length of wire is bent about inter mediate 1tS
ends to form a supporting loop or member 1.

werial No. 196,340,

clamping action of the said members.

The loop member 1 1s adapted to engage the

clothes-line, and extended laterally from the 50
upper portion of the loop isa shank 2, formed

by properly bending the wire. The wire after
being formed into the shank 2 is next down-
wardly bent to form the spring clamp mem-
bers 3, which members have their lower end 53
portions outwardly flared, as shown at 4, and
their 1ntermediate portions bulged or out-
wardly deflected, asat 5. The flared portions

of the spring members 3 facilitate the engage-
ment of the said members with the clothes %o
and the securance of the clothes to the line by
The
outwardly bulged or deflected portions 5 of
the clampmembers 3 form what may be styled

as a  seat” within which to receive the line 65
and clamp portions of the clothes when the
device 1s 1n use.  From the clamp members 3
the wire from which the attachment 1s made

1s extended upwardly some distance above the
shanlk 2 and downwardly bent to provide 70
spaced finger-pieces 6. The finger-pieces 6
diverge Somewhat from each other toward
their upper ends, and compression of the said
finger-pieces 1s &d“tpted to separate the clamp
members 3 either to disengage the same from 75
clamping an article or to permit of engage-
ment, as will be readily noted. The adjacent
portions of the clamp members 3 just above
the deflected or bulged portions 5 thereof are
disposed in contact with each other, so as to 8o
provide a fulerum, whereby a levemoe may

be obtained in the operation of the finger-
pleces to separate the spring members 3.

Due to the peculiar formation of the Spring
members and the manner of bending the wire 85
1t will be seen that each of these members
comprises spaced elements 7 and one extremity
of the wire, after same has been bent to form
one of the finger-pieces 6, is projected later-
ally into the space between the elements 7 QO
of the clamp members 3 at a point above the
ceflected portions 5. The laterally-projected
portion of the extremity of the wire afore-
said constitutes a stop 8, which limits the up-
ward movement of an object when same is 95
' being introduced between the clamping mem-
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bers 3. The stop 8 being located proximate
the bulged or deflected portions 5 and 1n the
relative position above described serves to
cause the clamping members to engage an
article or part received between the deflected
portions b thereof. The other extremity ot
the wire is bent about the shank 2 of the de-
vice and serves as a keeper 9, embracing the
elements of the shank to rigidly hold same
together, and thus permit the general substan-
tial arrangement of the parts.

In practical use it is designed to dispose

|
i

the attaching device permanently upon the-

line, said line being received by the loop-
supporting member 1, as before remarked.
1t will be apparent that the device is thus
suspended from the line and is always in a
convenient position reacdy to be instantly
utilized to clamp clothes or any other object
or article which it may be desired to attach
to the line. The above operation 1s accom-
plished merely by compressing the finger-
pieces 1o Sple.:ld the clamp members 3, “and
thus engaging said clamp members 3 with
the desired part. In having the attachmg
device permanently secured to the line an im-
portant advantage 1s derived 1in that 1t 1s not
necessary for the one hanging the clothes or
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the like to have a receptacle full of clamps
adjacent and saves the labor and time re-
quired in passing toward and from the said
receptacle.

Having thus deseribed the invention, what
1s claimed as new 15—

A clothes -clamping device comprising a
single piece of wire bent about intermediate
its ends to form a supporting-loop, said wire
being extended laterally from the support-
ing-loop to form a shank and downwardly
projected from the shank and formed into
flared spring clamp members, the said clamp
members comprising spaced elements ot the
wire, said wire being extended upwardly from
the clamp members and formed into finger-
pieces disposed in diverged relation, one of
the extremities of the wire being bent to em-
brace the shank, the other extremity being
projected between the clamp members to form
a Stop.

Intestimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

ALFRED ANDERSON.

Witnesses:
Nirs MICHELET,
(. S. SIGURDSON.
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