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To «ll whomv Tt May conceri: |
Be it known that I, FrREp D. HENRICKSON,

a citizen of the United States, and a resident

of Amboy, in the county of Clarke and State
of Washington, have made certain new and
useful Improvements in Kruit-Gatherers, ot
which the following 1s a specification.

My invention is an improvement in that
class of hand fruit gatherers or pickers which
consists of a receiver or skeleton basket sus-
pended and adapted to oscillate in the forks
of an extended handle. )

The improvement is embodied in the con-
struction, arrangement, and combination of
parts hereinafter described, and illustrated in
the accompanying drawings, in which—

Ficure 1 is a perspective view of my 1m-
provement. Fig. 2 is a plan view of the base-
ring of the basket or fruit-receiver. FKig. 3
is a side view of the different forms of pins
tforming the sides of the basket or receiver.
Fig. 4 1s a plan view of the handle-fork. Iig.

51s a plan view of the basket or receiver

proper. | |

The handle A of my improved fruit-gath-
erer comprises a wooden portion of due length
and two metal forks @, having eyes at their
outer ends. The basket or skeleton receiver
consists of a base-ring ¢, having a flexible
bottom /4 and sides formed of a series of pins
) and two opposite pins K, the latter having
their outer ends bent laterally, as shown at
g, Figs. 1, 3, and 5, whereby they are adapt-
ed to serve as trunnions for attaching the
basket or receiver to the forks of the handle.

Thus the basket or receiver is suspended from

the forks in such manner that it is movable

" on the pins E. All the pins are screw-thread-
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ed at the lower end (see Fig. 3) and are screwed
into threaded holes formed in the base-ring
¢, so they are easily attached to and detached
from the ring. When detached, the basket
or receiver occupies very little space, since
the pins may be laid flat on the ring, which
arrangement, facilitates the storage and ship-
ment of the receiver. The wooden portion
of the handle is also detachably applied to the
fork «. The flexible bottom of the basket 1s

formed by winding a leather strip or strips

50 around the ring ¢, the same extending from

!

| side to side, so that the several strands cross

each other at the center of the space inclosed
by the ring. It will be noticed that one
strand is arranged between each two of the
pins set in the ring, so that the strands are
prevented from sliding around the ring or be-
coming displaced in such manner as to impair
their efficiency. A rope I (see Fig. 1) is at-
tached to the center of the flexible bottom /4
and serves to steady the basket or receiver
when in use, as well as aid in -adjusting the
latter so as to receive and detach fruit more
conveniently. -

In use the basket or receiver is elevated by
means of the handle A until the stem support-
ing a selected fruit passes between two of the
pins, when a lateral pull or leverage on the
basket serves to detach the fruit, whereupon
the basket is lowered and the fruit removed.
The elastic strips /4 form a soft and yielding
bottom for the basket, which preventsinjury
to the fruit by more or less forcible impact,
and it is obvious, owing to the approximately
spherical form of the fruit, it is prevented
from contact with the inner edge of the ring
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¢, o0 that the injury in that manner 1s impos-

sible. |
What I claim

1S |

1. A hand fruit-gatherer, comprising a bas-
ket or receiver proper formed of a base-ring

having a series of pins therein, and a bottom
composed of soft material, and a handle which
is pivotally connected with the outer ends of
two of said pins, substantially as described.
9. Theimproved fruit-gatherer,comprising
a basket formed of a base-ring having vertical
pins, two of which are bent laterally at their

outer ends forming pivots and arranged di-

L |

rectly opposite, a soft flexible bottom, and a
handle having a fork whose ends are provided
with eyes to receive the pivots of the basket,
substantially as describea. .
3. In a fruit-gatherer of the class specified,
the improved skeleton basket or receiver con-
sisting of a base-ring having a series of pins
attached thereto, and a bottom formed of a
flexible strip which is applied to the ring and
extends from side to side thereof between the
several pins in the manner described.

4. Ina fruit-gatherer of the class described,
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the improved basket or skeleton receiver com- - pivotally connected with the upper ends of

prising a base-ring having a series of vertical
pins set therein and a bottom formed of
leather strips which are wound around the
ring, and pass from side to side, the several
strands crossing each other at bhe center.

3. 111b11111)IOV0([f1‘L11t oatherer ,COMPriSing
a skeleton receiver formed of 2 base- ring hav-

o

Ing vertical pins and a

‘pocsed of intersecting flexible strands extend-
ing across the ring diametrically, a handle

exible bottom CoOm-

two of said pins, and a steady-rope attached
to the center of said flexible bottom, substan-
tially as desecribed.

Intestimony whereof I have signed my name
to thisspecification in the presence of two sub-
scribing witnesses.

K. D. HENRICKSON.
Witnesses:
S. 8. CAMPBELL,
Wirtiam A. Re.
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