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To all whom it may concermn:

Be 1t known that I, Franx E. De VEY, a

citizen of the United bt&tes residing at Fort
Collins, in the county of Lari imer and State of
Lolomdo have invented a new and useful
Beet- Hﬂrvestel of which the following is a
spemhcatmn

The invention relates to improv ements in

beet-harvesters. ~

The object of the present invention is to
improve the construction of beet-harvesters
and to provide asimple and comparatively in-
expensive machine of this character capable
of topping the beets and adapted to plow beets
out ot the ground and loosen the soil around
the same and capable also of picking up the
beets and of cleaning the same. |

A Turther object of the invention is to pro-
vide a harvesting-machine designed

to deposit the top% and beets in separate

bunches and at different points whereby the

same may be readily gathered and hauled
AWaY.

The invention also has for its object to pro-
vide means for automatically adjusting the
beet-topping device for enabling -
to operate on large and small beets.

Furthermore, it is the object of the inven-

tion to enable the devices which operate on
the beets to be readily raised clear of the
ground when the machine is not in operation
and when it is desired to move the same from
one place to another.

With these and other objects in view the in-
vention consists in the construction and novel
combination and arrangement of parts herein-
atter fully described, illustrated in the ac-
companying .drawings, and pointed out in the
claims hereto appended, 1t being understood
that various changesinthe t()rm proportion,
size, and minor details of construction within
the scope of the claims may be resorted to
without departing from the spirit or sacri-
ficing any of the advantages of the invention.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a side eleva-
tion of abeet-harvesting machine constructed
1In accordance with this invention. Fig. 2 is
a plan view of the same.

-mtudmally-mova,ble double

| ehine.

particu-
larly for operating on sugar- beets and achpted'

he machine

Kig. 3 1s a longi-

tudinal sectional view of a portion of the ma-
chine, illustrating the arr angement of thelon-
piston which is
connected with the plows. Fw 4 1s a sec-
tional view illustrating the manner of mount-
Ing the caster- -wheels of the front of the ma-
Fig. 5 1s a detail view illustrating
the arr an@ement of the manually - Opemted
piston. Flo' 6 1s an enlarged detail sectional
view of a portion of the machme.} 1llustrating
the construction of the upper end of the front
elevator.
portion of the machine, illustrating the man-
ner of mounting the gage-wheel the beet-
topper, and the front elevator. Fig. 8is a
cdetail sectional view taken lonmtudma]l of
one side of the machine and 1llustrat11:10' the
manner of raising and lowering one of the
beet-plows. F]o’ 9 1s a detail sectlon&l view

illustrating the manner of guiding the plows.
Fig: 10 is a detail sectional view 111118{31'3,131110' 0.

the manner of transterring the beets from the

rotary picker wheel or-carrier to the rear

transverse conveyer. Kig. 11 is an enlarged
detail view illustrating in elevation the con-
struction for tripping the bunchers. Fig. 12
15 a sectional view of the same. - Fig. 13 is a
plan view of a portion of the tripping device.

Fig. 14 1s a similar view of a portion of the

rear buncher and the tripping device thereof.
Like numerals of reference designate cor-

responding parts inall the figures of the draw-

Ings. |

1 deswnates the main frame of the machine

prowded at opposite sides with suitable bear-

“1ngs tfor a transverse shaft or axle 2, which

has mounted on it carrying-wheels 3 and 4,

“which support the weight of the rear portlon_
~of the machine, the transverse shaft or axle
- being located in rear of the center of the ma-

chine to throw the weight of the same for-

ward upon the wheels at the front of the frame

for a purpose hereinafter explained. The
wheel 3 at the right-hand side of the machine
is fixed to the transverse shatft of the axl
rotates the same when the machine is drawn

forward. The other wheel, 4, is arranged on

a spindle of the shaft or axle 2 and rotates
freely thereon. These wheels 3 and 4 are pro-

Fig. Tis a similar view of the front
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and it forms a casing for the same.

vided with broad peripheries to prevent them
[rom sinking into soft soil and are provided
with projections or lugs to prevent slipping.

The front of the machine is supported by a
pair of oppositely-disposed caster-wheels 5,
mounted on suitable axles 6 of a rotary frame
7, consisting of a top bearing portion 8 and
depending sides 9, located at opposite sides of
the wheel 5 and receiving the ends of the axle
thereof, as clearly illustrated in Fig. 4 of the
drawings. The top or bearing portion of the
frame 7 is pivotally connected with a disk 10,
The disk
10 is provided with an upwardly-extending
annular flange 11, located at its periphery and
fitting within an upwardly-extending annular
portion 12 of the top of the frame. The up-
wardly-extending portion 12 forms an annular
casing for the periphery of the disk 10. The
pivot which connects the disk and the frame
preferably consists of the lower end of a valve-
stem 13, having threaded portions for the re-
ception of suitable nuts 14 and 15; but any
other fastening meansmay be employed. The
upper end of the stem 13 is pr ovided with a
piston-head 16, which operates in a depending
pipe or tube 17 of the frame of the machine.
The disk 10 is held agalnst rotation and 1s
ouided 1n 1ts vertical movement with relation
to the frame of the machine by means of
onide-rods 18, secured at their lower ends to
the disk 10 and passing through guide-eyves 19.

The guide-eyes 19, which are Jocated at OPPO-

40t
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site sides of the depend Ing pipe or tube of the
frame, are arranged in pairs, as clearly shown
in Fig. 4, and are preferably formed by eye-

bolts: but any other suitable means may be

emploved for guiding the rods. By this con-
struction each caster-wheel is swiveled and
the frame 7 is adapted to rotate horizontally
on the disk 10, which is held against rotation
by the guide-rods.

The d(,pendmﬂ tubes or pipes 17 extend
downward from a pair of longitudinal pipes
or tubes 20 and 21, designed to contain com-
pressed air or any other aeriform fluid or
liquid fluid under pressure for transmitting

motion from operating - pistons to pistons.

hereinafter described and connected with the
devices for operating on the beets for raising

and lowering such devices. The front ends
of the longitudinal pipes or tubes 20 and 21

are connected by a transverse pipe or tube
99. which is preferably curved, as shown, and
a straight transverse connecting pipe or tube
93 is located a short distance in rear of the
plpe or tube22. An approximately U-shaped
pipe is connected with a transverse brace 23,
and it extends forward and rearward there-
from, as clearly shown in Fig. 2 of the draw-
ings. At the front of the approximately U-

lmpml tube or pipe 24, adjacent to the right-
hand side thereof, depends a tube or pipe 25,
in which is arranged a piston 26. The piston
96, which is provided at its upper end with a

oulides 35.

(3,279

suitable piston-head, has a spindle 27 at its
lower end for a gage-wheel 28, adapted to run
over a row of beets and to move upward and
downward accordingly as the beets are tall or
short, the piston being raised by a large beet,
as will be readily understood. The lower end
of the piston issuitably connected with a pair
of ouide-rods 29 located in advance and In
rear of the depending pipe or tube 26 and
passing thr ough suitable guides arranged in
pairs and preferably consisting of eveboltq
30. When the piston of the gage-wheel moves
upward, the compressed air or other fluid un-
der pressure within the approximately U-
shaped pipe or tube 24 is forced rearwardly

through the sides thereof and is caused to op-

erate vertically-movable pistons, as heren-
after explained. The guide-rods 29 of the

- oage-wheel are preferably secured at therr

lower ends to a bearing mounted on the spin-
dle 27 and adapted to prevent the same from
rotating horizontally, whereby the gage-wheel
is maintained in proper position lono itudi-
nally of the machine.

Located immediately in rear of the gage-
wheel, which is larger than the caster-wheels,
is a beet-topper consisting of a pair of hori-
zontally-disposed cutting disks or blades 32,
beveled at their peripheries to provide cut-
ting edges and adapted to sever the tops from
the beets as the machine advances. These
rotary cutting-blades are suitably journaled,
preferably by means of tubes 33, swiveled at
their upper ends to collars 34 of depending
ouides 35. The guides 35, which preferably
consist of tubes, are bewled to and depend
from the sides of the U-shaped pipe or tube,
and the collars 34, which are loose on the
ouides 35, are adapted to move upward and
downward thereon. The pipes or tubes 33,
which slide on the guides 35, are also adapted
to rotate on the same to permit the rotary
cutting disks or blades to rotate; but the disks
or blades may be mounted for rotation in any
other desired manner. Theupper ends of the
tubes 33 are provided with casings 36 to re-
ceive the loose collars and these casings are
annular and codperate with theloose collars to
form swivel connections similar to those of the
caster-wheels. The loose collars are connected
by euide-rods 37 with cross heads or pieces
38 of pistons 39, operating in upright tubes
40, which extend upward from the U-shaped
tube or pipe at points directly above the
The rods 37 pass through suitable
ouides which may consist of perforations of
the sides of the U-shaped pipe or tube 24,
and in praction the connections will be mace
air-tight to prevent any leakage of the air or
other fluid under pressure. The Cross-pieces

38, which are secured to the pistons 39 and
the upper ends of the rod 37, operate 1n slots
of the upper portions ot the pipes or tubes
40, and when the piston of the gage-wheel
moves upward the pistons 39 of the pipes or
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tubes 40 will also be forced upward, thereby
raising the rotary cutting disks or blades. In
practice the rotary cutting disks or blades will
operate close to the surface ot the ground, and
the gage-wheel, which runs along the tops ot
the beets, will oceupy a position slightly above
the cutting disks or blades.

The rear portions of the sides of the pipe
or tube 24 are provided with upwardly-ex-
tending pipes or tubes 41 and support de-
pending guides 42, which receive vertically-
movable tubes or members 43, and the latter
have connected with them a front inclined ele-

vator 44, which 1s adapted to carry the sev-.

ered tops of the beets upward to a transverse
conveyer 45. The upright tubes or members
43, which slide on the guides 42, are con-
nected by rods 46 with cross heads or pieces
47 or pistons 48, which operate in. the pipes
or tubes 41. The pipes or tubes 41 are slot-
ted to receive the cross heads or pieces, and
the pistons 48 are moved upward in the same
manner as the pistons 39 when the piston of
the gage-wheel moves upward. By this con-
struction the front inclined elevator maintains
the same relative position to the rotary cut-
ting blades or disks at all times. The trans-
verse shaft or axle of the machine is located
In rear of the center of the frame, and suffi-
clent weight is thrown on the gage-wheel to
Insure a proper operation of the topper and
the front elevator. | |

The front inclined elevator is provided with
a suitable frame 49, and it consists of upper
and lower crank-shafts 50 and 51, provided
with crank-bends extending in opposite di-
rections and having transverse portions lo-
cated at diametrically opposite points and

supporting bars or members 52 and 53. These |

bars or members 52 and 53 are provided with
suitable projections or teeth and when the

crank-shatts are rotated are moved upward

and rearward and are adapted to carry the
When one set of the in-

beet-tops npward. .
clined bars or members of the front elevator

has reached the limit of its upward and rear-

ward movement, the other set commences its
upward and rearward movement, and by this
operation the beet-tops are rapidly carried
upward to the transverse conveyer. The

transverse conveyer 45, which may be con-

structed in any desired manner, preferably
consists of a canvas belt 54, arranged on suit-
able rollers 55 and provided with slats for en-
gaging the beet-tops. The rollers are jour-
naled in suitable bearings of a frame, and the
transverse conveyer 45, which i1s located at
the front of the machine, extends laterally
from the right - hand side thereof and dis-
charges the beet-tops upon a front buncher
56. The front buncher 56 is offset from the

~frame of the machine a greater distance than

03

a rear buncher 57 to discharge the beet-tops

at points beyond the places where the beets

are discharged. The rear buncher 57 is lo-

cated at the outer end of a rear transverse
conveyer 58 and is adapted to discharge or
dump the clean beets into bunches or piles,
as herelnafter explained. ,
The front buncher 56 consists of a series of
rods or fingers secured to a tube 59 and form-
Ing a hinged platform or support to receive
the tops of the beets. The tube 59 is arranged
on a smaller tube 60, which forms a journal
or pintle for the buncher and which is pro-
vided with a spring-actuated bolt 62 for nor-

mally locking the buncher rigid with the pivot
or pintle 60.

59 ot the buncher 56, and its other end is con-
nected with the frame of the conveyer or to
any other fixed portion of the-frame of the
machine. The bolt or catch 62. which is ac-
tuated by a coiled spring 64, is provided with
a projection or lug 65, which is arranged in
the path of a trip lug or projection 66*, car-
ried by the conveyer. The lug or projection
66 of the conveyer is adapted to retract the
bolt or catch against the action of the coiled
spring 64, and the front buncher is thereby
released and permitted to rotate partially on
the journal or pintle formed by the pipe or
tube 60. The front buncher when thus re-
leased 1s swung downward automatically by
the beet-tops, which are discharged in a bunch

3

A coiled spring 63 is disposed
on and has one end connected with the tube-

70

75

8o

Q0O

or pile, and as soon as the front buncher is

relieved of the weight of the beet-tops it

1s automatically swung upward and returned

to 1ts initial position by the coiled spring 63.
When the buncher is returned to a horizontal
position by the coiled spring 63, it is re-
engaged by the spring-actuated catch or bolt,
which locks the buncher-in such position un-
til 1t is released by the trip projection of the
conveyer. Ouneor more trip projections may
be provided to cause bunches of the desired

s1ze to collect before being discharged by the

100

105

machine. The lower end of the frame of the

front.inclined elevator is pivotally connected

with the vertically-movable tubes or members
43, and the upper end of  this elevator-frame
1ssupported by aswiveled or pivotally-mount-
ed link 49, which permits the adjustment of
the elevator without affecting the tension of
the chain of sprocket-gearing hereinafter de-
scribed for communicating motion to the ele-
vator. | | - -
After the tops have been severed from the

beets the latter are loosened and partially re-
moved trom the ground by a pair of -beet-

plows 66, provided with curved shanks or

standards 67, arranged in suitable guides 68

and adapted to be raised and lowered manu-

“ally by the operating mechanism hereinafter.

described. The plows have their shanks or
standards diverged upwardly and forwardly,
as shown, whereby the said shanks or stand-

I1IO

1715

120

T25

ards are adapted to direct or guide the beets

inward toward the center, and the plows have
thelr shares or engaging portions set at an an-
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ole orinclination to facilitate thisresult. The | gaged by the latter. The rotary picker 1s

guides 68are preferably g orooved to recelve a
t{}I}U ue or flange 69, as 1. Nustrated in Fi 1. 9 of
the dx AWINges; but the onides may beconstruct-
ed in any other desir od manner, as will be reac-
ily understood. Iachplowis connected with
one of the pairof double longitudinally-mov-
able pistons by wire ropes orcables 7T0and 71.
The longitudinally-movable pistons,whichare
provided at each end with a piston-head, are
arranged In the tubes 20 and 21, which are con-
nected by a transverse tube 2‘3 whereby the
longitudinally-movable pistons will be simul-
'_;{11‘160118137 actuated. The wire rope or cable
70 is connected at its lower or rear end with
an eye or ring 72 of the shank or standard 67
ot the plow, and 1t extends upward therefrom
toa guide-pulley 73,located at a point approxi-
mately above the plow and suitably mounted
on the adjacent longitudinal tube or pipe ot
the machine. The wire rope or cable 70 is

then extended forwardly to a front guide-

pulley 74, and it passes partially around the
same and is extended backward to the center
of the piston 31. 'Fhe piston 31 1s provided
at 1ts center with a suitable ring or eye 75 for
the attachment of the wire ropes or cables.
The other wire rope or cable, 71, extends rear-
ward from the upper end of the shank or
standard of the plow to a rear guide-pulley
76, and it extends partially around the same
and passes forward to the said eye or ring 75,
to which 1t is secured. By thisarrangement
the plow will be moved upward or downward,
according to the directionin which the longi-
tudinal piston is reciprocated. The shank or
standard 67 is provided at its upper end with
aneyeorring 77 to receive the wire rope or ca-
ble 71, and the eye or ring 7218 located at the

lower portion of the shank orstandardof the
plow. These eyes or rings 72 and 77 are ar-

ranged to clear the guide in which the shank
or standard of the plow 1s mounted in order
that the adjustment of the plow may not be
restricted by the guide. The guide-pulleys
which recelve the wire ropes or cables are
preferably grooved; but any other suitable
means may be emp](wed for retaining the
ropes or cables on the pulleys. When the
longitudinally -movable pistons are forced
backward by the manually -operated means
hereinafter desceribed, the plows will be corre-
spondingly raised, as the backward movement
of the pistons 31 will pull upon the rope or
cable 70, and thereby elevate the plows.

The beets are lifted out of the ground by a

‘rotary carrler or picker-wheel, wmposed of

two similar sides or sections 78, constructed
of suitable material and consisting of concavo-

convex disks, presenting inner concave faces

and provided at their peripheries with diver-
oent resilient beet-engaging fingers79. These
beet-engaging fingers 79 have outer portions
arranced at an angle to their inner portions

' means of which the screw is rotated.

mounted on a transverse shatt 80, which may
be journaled in suitable bearings of vertically-
movable tubes or members. These tubes or
members may be arranged to slide on depend-
ing tubes or stems, and the ends of the shaft
80 are connected by rods 83 with pistons 84,
and the latter operate in vertical tubes or
pipes 85, extending upward from the rear por-
tions of the longitudinal side pipes or tubes.
The pistons 84 are connected by cross heads
or pieces 36 with the upper ends of the rods
83. and these cross heads or pieces operate in
suitable slots of the upper portions of the
tubes or pipes 85. - Thepistons 84 are located
above the longitudinal pipes or tubes 20 and
21, and they are moved upward when the
])l%tOI]‘”-‘a 31 are forced backward, as before
explained. The upwardly - extendmﬁ pipes
or tubes, which receive the pistons of the
heet-engaging devices, form barrels or c¢yl-
inders, and the parts are designed to be con-
structed of brass or other suitable material
and will be provided with suitable packing to
prevent any leakage. The longitudinal pis-
tons, which are pwvlded at their front and

rear ends with piston-heads, are of sufficient
length to provide an intervening dead - air
space between the heads to permit the adja-
cent portions of the longitudinal pipes to be
slotted for the eyes or rings 75 without af-
fecting the pressure of the air within the
front and rear portions ot the pipes or tubes
20 and 21. The pistons which are connect-
ed with the beet-engaging devices may be
moved upward by hand to raise such devices
clear of the eround when it 1s desired tomove
the nnchme from one place to another, and
this operation is effected by means of a hori-
zontal piston 87, operating in a horizontal
pipe or tube 88, Whlch 1s connected with the
pipe or tube 20 by a vertical portion 89. The
horizontal portion 88 extends rearward from
the upwardly-extending portion 89, and the
horizontal piston 1s connected by a link 90
with one arm of a lever 91, which is fulerumed

" on the frame 92 and which has its other arm

connected with an adjusting-screw 93. The
ad justing-screw has a swiveled joint or con-
nection 94 and carries a hand-wheel 95, by
The
hand-wheel is located adjacent to a seat 96,
which is provided for the accommodation of
the driver, and when the piston 87 18 moved
forwardly or inwardly the compressed air or
other medium for operating the other pistons
will act upon the latter and will actuate the
sale to raise the beet-engaging devices. Any
other means may be employed for enabling
the piston 87 to be operated by hand..

The rotary picker-wheel or carrier moves

in the direction of the arrow of Fig. 1 of the

drawings, and when the inner portions of the
fingers at the front of the rotary picker-wheel

65 and admpted to permit a beet to be readily en- | or carrier assume a horizontal position the
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outer portions will extend upwardly and for-

wardly at an inclination. The beets are posi-
tively gripped and held by the divergent
clamping -fingers, and they are carried up-
ward and rearward over the top of the rotary
picker-wheel and are delivered upon the rear
transverse conveyer 58. The beets are posi-
tively removed from between the resilient
fingers of the rotary picker-wheel by a recip-
rocating chute 97, consisting of a series of
slats spaced apart and suspended by links 98
from posts 99 and 100. The posts 99 and
100 are mounted upon a suitable support,
and the downward or rearward movement of
the Inclined vibratory chute is limited by a
stop 101, which is also adapted to shake the
loose soil from the inclined vibratory chute
to prevent such soil from interfering with

the downward movement of the beets. The

central slat or bar of the inclined vibratory
chute is provided at its upper end with an ex-
tension 102, arranged to extend upwardly be-
tween the resilient fingers of the rotary picker-
wheel, whereby the beets are positively re-
moved from the same. The inclined chute is
actuated by means of a shaft 103, provided
with arms 104, arranged to engage a projec-
tion 105 of the inclined chute, whereby the
same 1s thrown forward at each half-revolu-
tion of the shaft. The jar incident to the
arms 104 striking the inclined vibratory chute
1s adapted to loosen the soil from the beets,
anc thereby clean the latter, and the beets
are positively dislodged from the resilient
fingers of the rotary picker-wheel by the ex-
tension of the chute, which is arranged in the
path of the beets.  The beets are delivered
in a clean condition to the rear transverse
conveyer, and the slats of the inclined chute
are spaced apart to
shaken from the beets to drop to the ground.

The beets are carried outward by the rear

transverse conveyer to the rear buncher 57.

which 1s constructed in the same manner and
which operates in the same way as that here-
tofore described.
of a series of fingers or rods spaced apart and
extending rearward from a tube 106, which
has its inner end arranged on a smaller tube
107, and the latter forms a pivot or pintle for
the rear buncher.

from the rear transverse conveyer by a sprin o-
actuated bolt or catch 108, mounted in the
tube 107 and arranged to engage the inner
end of the tube 106. The catch or bolt, which

1s engaged by a coiled spring, is provided with |
a projecting lug arranged in the path of a

trip-lug of the rear conveyer, and when the
buncher 57 has received the desired number
of beets the catch or bolt is withdrawn and
the buncher is swung downward under the
weight of the beets,which are deposited upon
the ground at one side of the machine and at
points between the row operated on and the

permit the loose earth

The rear buncher consists

The rear buncher is locked
1n a horizontal position to receive the beets

bunches of tops, which are dumped béyond
the beets. The huncher 57 is returned to a
horizontal position by a coiled spring 112, dis-
posed on the tube 106 and connected with the
same and with a stationary portion of the con-

veyer-frame or other fixed part of the ma-
chine.

s

The transverse shaft or axle 2 is prdvided

at points adjacent to the bars or pipes 20 and
21 with sprocket-wheels 113 and 114, the

- sprocket-wheel 113 being connected by a for-
wardly-extending sprocket-chain 115 with a

sprocket-wheel 116 of the upper crank-shaft

50 of the front elevator, whereby motion is

imparted to the said crank-shaft 50 for oper-
ating the elevator, which carries the beet-tops
upward to the front transverse conveyer. The
other sprocket-wheel, 114, which is located at
the left-hand side of the machine, is connected
by a sprocket-chain 117 with a front sprocket-
wheel 118 of a short shaft 119, and the latter
1s connected by bevel-gearing 120 with the
acljacent roll of the front transverse conveyer
for operating the latter. |

The transverse shaft or axle 2 also carries
a sprocket-wheel 121, located at the right-

‘hand side of the machine and connected by a

sprocket-chain 122 with a sprocket-pinion 123
of a rear transverse shaft 124, located below
and 1n the same vertical plane as the shaft 80,
upon which the rotary picker-wheel is mount-
ed. The shaft 124 is located at the right-
hand side of the machine, and it is provided

with a gear 125, having spur-teeth and located

beneath and meshing with a corresponding
gear 126 of the shaft 80. The shaft 80 is ca-
pable of vertical movement, as before ex-
plained, and the gear 126 is adapted to be

by the rotary picker-wheel is thrown out of
operation. |
The rear transverse shaft 124 is connected
near 1ts outer end by sprocket-gearing 127
with a short shaft 128, and the latter is con-
nected. by bevel-gearing 129 with the outer

roll of the rear transverse conveyer.  The vi- _

brating chute and agitator which removes the
beets from the rotary picker-wheel and dis-
charges them upon the rear transverse con-
veyer 1s operated by sprocket-gearing 130,
which connects the shaft 103 with the rear
transverse shaft 124. |
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By the particular arrangement of gearing

before described the front elevator and front
- J20

conveyer, the rotary picker-wheel, the-in-

clined chute and agitator, and the rear trans-

verse conveyer are simultaneously operated.
The machine may be drawn or propelied in
any desired manner, and it may be supplied
with compressed air or other fluid, either lig-
uld or gaseous, in any desired manner, and
suitable valves 131 are provided at different
points to facilitate the introduction of such
fluid in the tubes or pipes of the machine. -
The substantially U-shaped pipe or tube 24,
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which 1s independ
nicate with the lo:
mld 21, contains compressed air or other fluid
ander pressure for operating the beet-topper

and the front inclined conveyer, which are
operated automatically by the gage-wheel.

The longitudinally-movable dou blu pistons of
the pipes or tubes 20 and 21 are manually op-
erated by the means before described and are
not affected by the operation of the g
wheel.

What I claim 15—

1. In a machine of the class deseribed, the
combination with a topping device, of means
embodying a fluid under pressure tor auto-
matically ‘l(]]U‘stll“lU the said device, substan-
tially as described. |

2. In a machine of the class deseribed, the
combination with digging and ele vating de-
vices, of means embodmnﬂ a fluid under pres-
sure for adijusting the said devices, substan-
tmllv as described.

In a harvesting-machine, the combina-
tl(m with topping, diggmg and elevating de-
vices, of fluid-pressure “mechanism for r A181N L
ancl Iowem:ﬂu the 531d devices, substantially as
described.

4. A machine of the class described, em-
bodymﬂ toppine, digeing and elevating de-
vices, Huld-pressure mechamqm for manua]lv
acjusting the digging and elevating devices,
and fluid-pressure mechanism for automatic-
ally adjusting the topping device, substan-

tially as deseribed.

5. A machine of the class described, em-
bodyving topping and digging devices, mech-
anism operable .;IL1’DOII]th1(3al]‘§ for raising and
lowering the topping device, and mechanism
for mammllv aising and lowering the dig-
oing device, Sub%tqntm]ls as described.

6. In a machine of the class described, the
combination of topping,andelevating devlees,
and means for automatically adjusting the
same as the machine advances, substantially
as described.

7. In a machine of the class described, the

combination of topping, digging and picking

devices, and fluid-pressure mechanism for ad-
]ustmﬂ the said devices, subst.;mtmllf as ce-
scribed.

3. In a machine of the class described, the
combination of topping and elevating devices,
and means embodying a flnid under pressure
for auntomatically adjusting the said devices
as the machine moves forward, substantially
as described.

9. A machine of the class described, em-
hodving topping, digeing and picking devices,
fluid-pressuremechanism operable automatic-
ally tm wdjusting the topping device,and fluid-
pressure mechanism for manually adjusting

the said digging and picking dwmes, substan-

tially as described.
10. In a machine of the class described, the

combination of digging and elevating dewces,

o el —— e e

ent of and does not comimn- |
hottudinal plpus or tubes 20

oage- |

—n e [ e e e 8 [P

773,279

and means comprising pistons connected with
the said devices, and a fluid under pressure
for actuating the pistons to adjust the said
devices, 51.11)%;11“;1{111\ as deseribed.

11. In a machine of the class described, the
combination of topping, digging and elevat-
ing devices, and fluid mechanism having pis-
tons operated on by the fluid for a,dln%mu the
said devices, substantially as described.

12. Ina machine of the class deser ibed, the
combination of digging and elevating devmos,

and means for adjusting the same comprising

a fluid under pressure, pistons connected with
the said devices and operated on by the fluid,
and an operating-piston for controlling the
fluid in its action on the said pistons, sub%tan-
tm ]v’ as described.

13. In a machine of the class described, the
combmatlon of topping and elevating dwmea
and means for adjusting the same comprising
a fluid under preéssure, pistons connected with
the said devices and operated on by the fluid,
and a gage provided with a piston operating
on the %;,11(1 Huid, whereby the devices are ad-
justed autom%tle.:ﬂly as the machine moves
forward, c:ubstcmtla]hr as described.

14. In a machine of the class described, the
combination of topping and elevating dem{;es,
and means for adjusting the same comprising
a fluid under pressure, pistons connected with
the said devices and operated on by the fluid
under pressure, and a gage-wheel arranged to
run over a row and provided with a piston op-
erating on the said fluid, whereby the topping
and elevatmu devices are adjusted automatic-
ally, SﬂbStM}tla“V s (lescribed.

15. In a machine of the class deseribed, the
combination of topping and elevating devices,
and fluid - pressure mechanism for adjusting
the same, comprising pistons connected with
the said dewces.} and a oage-wheel arranged
0 TN over a row and pmwdcd with a piston
whereby the topping and elevating devices are
adijusted automatically, substantially as de-
scribed.

16. A machine of t
bodying a frame, a ver

he class deseribed, em-
tically-movable topper,
plows located in rear of the topper and capa-
ble of upward and downward movement, a
vertically-movable picker located in rear of
the plow 5, a fluid-pressure mechanism com-

prising vertically and longitudinally movable

pistons, the ver tically-movable pistons being
connected with the picker, flexible connections
hetween the longitudinally-movable piston
and the plows, and operating mechanism, and
fluld - pressure mechanism h.:wmﬂ vertically-
movable pistons connected with the topper,
substantially as described.

17. In a machine of the class described, the
combination of a frame, digging and elevating
devices, means for adjusting the said devices
comprising a fluid under pressure, and pis-
tons connected with the said devices and op-
erated on by the fluid, and a caster-wheel sup-
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porting the front of the frame and provided

with a piston operated on by the said fluid,

substantially as deseribed.

18. In a machine of the class deseribed, the
combination with a frame provided with a
tube, ot a fluid under pressure within the tube,
a piston operating in the tube, a frame pro-
vided with a wheel and pivotally connected
with the frame of the machine by the stem of
the piston, and means for controlling the fluid,
substantially as deseribed. |

19. In a machine of the class descrlbed the
combination of a frame having a tube, a pis-
ton operating in the tube, a fluid under pres-

sure within the tube, a disk connected with

the piston. a rotary frame mounted on the
disk, and a wheel carried by the rotary h ame,
qubsmntiallv as described.

20. In a machine of the class described, the
combination of a frame having a tube, a pis-
ton operating in the tube, a disk secured to
the piston, a rotary frame connected with the
disk and provided with a wheel. and means
tor guiding the disk and for holding the

same against rotation, substantially as de—'

sceribed.
21. In a machine of the class deSCI 1bed, the

combination.of a frame having a tube and pro-

vided at opposite sides of the same with
ouides, a piston operating in the tube, a swivel
connection secured to the piston,
connected with one member of the swivel con-
nection and arranged in the said guides, and
a wheel connected with the other member of
the swivel connectlon substantla]ly as de-
scribed.

22. In a machine ot the class described, the

combination of a frame having a tube, a pis-
ton operating in the tube, a swivel connection

composed ot two members pivotally connect-
ed by the stem ot the piston, a guide connect-
ed with one of the members and slidable on
the frame, and a wheel connected with the
other member, substantially as described.

23. In a machine ot the class described, the -
combination of a frame having a tube, a pis-

ton operating 1n the tube, a disk having an
annular peripheral flange and secured to the
the pis-
ton and pr omded with an annular casing re-
ceiving said flange, a wheel supporting the
pwoted trame, and guides connected with the
disk and slidable on the frame of the machine,
substantially as described. .

24. In a machine of the class described, the
combination of a frame having a vertical tube,
a vertically-reciprocating piston operating in
the said tube, and a gage-wheel connected di-
rectly with the piston and arranged to actu-
ate the same, substantially as described.

25. In a machine of the class described, the

combination of a frame having a depending -
tube, a vertically-movable piston operating in

the tube, a gage-wheel arranged to run on a

row and connected with the piston for actuat-

guide-rods .

ing the same, and guiding means connected

with the piston and shdable on the frame for

holding the piston against rotation to main-
tain the wheel longitudinally of the machine,
substantially as deseribed.

26. In a machine of the class described, the

7 .

70

combination of a frame having a tube, a pis-

ton operating in the tube, a gage-wheel ar-

rangecd to run on a row and connected with
the piston, rods located at opposite sides of
the tube and connected with the piston, and

guides carried by the frame and receiving the

rods, substantially as described.
7.
combination of a frame having upright tubes,

pistons arranged in the tubes, a pair of rotary

cutting-blades connected with the pistons and
arranged. to sever the tops of beets, a fluid
under pressure operating on the pistons, and
means for controlling the ﬂmd sub%t.mtlallv
as described.

28. In a machine of the class descr 1bed the

combination of a frame having upright tubesa

a fluid under pressure in the “said tubes pis-
tons operated on by the fluid, guides carried

75

In a machine of the class described, the
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by the frame, cutting-blades provided with

members slidable on the guides and connected
with the pistons, and means for controlling
the fluid, substantially as described.

29. In a machine of the class deseribed, the
combination of a frame having tubes, a fluid

under pressure in the tubes, pistons operated
on by the fluid, cutting-blades slidably con-
nected with the frame and actuated by the

pistons, and means for controlling the fluid,
substantially as described.

30. In a machine of the class described, the
combination of a frame having tubes and pro-

vided with guides, a fluid under pressure in

the tubes, pistons operating in the tubes and

acted on by the fluid, cutting-blades provided

with tubular members slidable on the guides,
and means for connecting the tubular mem-
bers with the pistons, SHbSt&ﬂtlctllV as. de-
seribed.

31. In a machine of the class described, the

05
100 |
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combination of a frame having upwardly-ex-

tending tubes and provided with depending
ouides, tubular members slidable on the
guides, cutting-blades carried by the tubular
members, pistons operating in the tubes, and

rods connecting the pistons with the tubular

members, substantlallv as deseribed.
32. In a machine of the class desceribed, the
combination of a frame having a guide, a Sl-ld—-

able member loosely mounted on the guide, a

tubular member swiveled to the slidable mem-
ber and arranged to rotate on the guide, a

cutting-blade carned by the tubular member |
and means for raising and lowering the_shd—-_

able member, substantially as described.
33. In a machine of the class described, the

combination of a frame having a depending
oguide, a collar loosely mounted on the guide,

a 011tt1n0~blacle having a tubuhl membel con-
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nected with the collar and arranged to rotate

on the guide, and means for adjusting the col-
1%1 C;ub%tfmtmllv as described.

In a machine of the class deseribed, the
combmatmn of a frame having a dependmﬂ*
oulde and provided with an upwardly-extend-
ing tube, a piston operating in the tube, a cat-
ting-blade slidable on the guide and capable
of rotation. and means for connecting the blade
with the piston, substantially as described.

35. In a machine of the class described, the
combination of a frame having a depending
oulde and provided with an npwardly-extend-
Ing tube, a piston operating in the tube, a tu-
bular
ble of rotation, a cutting-blade carried by the
tubular member, a collar loosely mounted on
the guide and connected with the tubular
member, and a rod slidable on the frame and
connected with the collar and with the piston,
substantially as described.

36. In a machine of the class described, the
combination of a frame having depending

- guides and upwardly-extending tubes, pistons

operating in the tubes, rotary blades provided
with members slidable on the guides, means
for connecting the pistons with the said mem-
bers, a fluid under pressure operating on the
sald pistons, and a gage having a piston op-
eratine on the said fluid, substantially as de-
scribed. ‘

37. Ina machine of the class described., the
combination of a frame having an upright
guideand provided above the same with a tube,
a member shdable on the guide, a piston op-
erating 1n the tube, means for connecting the
piston with the shidable membey, and means
for operating the piston, substantially as de-
scribed.

38. In amachine of the class deseribed, the
combination with a frame having an Llpnght
tube and provided below the same with a
culde, a piston operating in the tube, a mem-
ber slidable on the 0!.11(10, a rod slidable on
the frame and connected with the piston and
with the said member, and means for operat-
ing the piston, substantially as described.

39. Inamachine of the class described, the
combination of a frame provided with tubes,
upright pistons operating in the tubes, round
stems located beneath the pistons, rotary tu-
bular members slidable on the stems and pro-
vided with cutting-blades, rods connected with
the pistons and with the said members and
slidable on the frame, and a gage-wheel hav-
Ing a piston for oper atmu the %;;ud p1ston, sub-
smmmll,gf as clescribed. |

40. Ina machine of the class described, the
combination with a frame, of a conveyer, a
beet-topper, an elevator extending to the con-
veyer and located immediately in rear of the
beet-topper, a piston connected with the ele-
vator, and means for operating the piston,
substantially as described.

41. In a machine of the class described, the

member slidable on the guide and capa-

73,279

combination with a frame, of a bheet-topper,
an elevator located 1n rear of the heet-toppey,
a member slidably connected with the frame
and carrying the elevator, and means for au-
tomatically adjusting the elevator, substan-
tially as desecribed.

49. In a machine of the class deseribed, the
combination of aframehaving a tube md Pro-
vicded with a guide, an elevator having a mem-
ber slidable on the guide, a piston operating
in the tube and connected with said member,
and means for actuating the piston, substan-
tially as described.

43. In a machine of the class described, the
combination of a frame provided with tubes
and having cuides located beneath the tubes,
an elevator provided with members slidable
on the guides, pistons operating m the tubes,
rods connecting the members and the pistons,
a beet-topper located 1nadvance of the eleva-
tor, and means for operating the piston, sub-
stantially as described.

44. Ina machine of the class desceribed, the
combination of aframe, a beet-topper, a trans-
verse conveyer, means for carrying the beet-
tops to the conveyer, a buncher arranged at

the outer end of the conveyer, and means for

automatically operating the buncher to de-
posit the beet-tops at intervals, substantially
as desm 1bed.

45. In amachine of the class described, the
combination of a frame, an endless conveyer,
a movable buncher, means for normally lock-
ing the buncher against movement, and a trip
carried by the conveyer for releasing the
buncher at intervals, substantially as de-
scribed.

46. In a machine of the class described, the
combination of a frame, a conveyer, amovable
buncher arranged at the outer end of the con-
vever,a locking device for holding the buncher
normally stationary, and means for automat-
ically tripping the locking device, substan-
tially as described.

47, In amachine of the class described, the
combination of a frame, a conveyer, a movable
buncher, a locking device for holding the
buncher normally stationary, means for au-
tomatically tripping the locking device to

‘permit the buncher to drop under the welght

of a load, and means for automatically return-
ing the buncher to 1ts initial position, sub-
stantially as deseribed.

48. In a machine of the class described, the
combination of a frame, a conveyer, a hinged
buncher, a locking device for holding the
buncher normally stationary, means for trip-
ping the locking device to permit the bunchey
to dmp under the weight of a load, and a
spring tor returning the buncher to its initial
position, SubSt‘Ll’ltl‘ﬂ]V as described.

49. Ina machine of the class described, the
combination of a frame, an endless conveyer,
a hinged buncher, a locking device for hold-
ing the buncher normally stationary, and a
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trip carried by the endless conveyer and ar- |

ranged to engage the locking device to per-
mit the buncher to drop under the weight ot
a load, substantially as described.

50. Ina machine of the class described, the
combination of a frame, an endless conveyer,
a hinged buncher, a spring-actuated bolt nor-
mally locking the buncherstationary and pro-
vided with a projecting portion, a lug carried
by the endless conveyer and arranged to en-
oage the projecting portion of the bolt to trip
the buncher, and a spring for returning the
buncher toits initial position, substantially as
described.

51. In a machine of the class described, the
combination of aframe, a transverse conveyer,
2. buncher located at the outer end of the con-
veyer and hingedly mounted, a spring-actu-
ated locking device for holding the buncher
normally stationary, a trip carried by the con-
veyer for releasing the buncher to permit the
same to drop under the weight of a load, and
a spring for returning the buncher to its ini-
tial position, substantially as described.

52. In a machine of the class described, the
combination of a frame provided with guides,
beet-plows having standards arranged in the
guides, pistons movable on the frame, flexible
connections between the beet-plows and the
pistons, and means for operating the pistons,
substantially as desecribed.

53. In a machine of the class described, the
combination of a frame having a guide, a beet-
plow mounted 1n the guide and capable of up-
ward and downward movement, a piston, flexi-
ble connections extending tfrom the piston and

- connected with the plow and arranged to move
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the same 1n either direction, and means for op-
erating the piston, substantially as described.

54. In a machine of the class described, the
combination of a frame, a beet-plow capable
of upward and downward movement, and fluid-
operated pistons movable in opposite direc-
tions for raising and lowering the plow, sub-
stantially as described.

59. Ina machine of the class described, the
combination of a frame, a beet-plow capable

ot upward and downward movement, and

means embodying a fluid under pressure for
adjusting the plow, substantially as described.

56. In a machine ot the class described, the

combination of a frame having a tube, a pis-
ton operating in the tube, guide-pulleys, a
plow capable of upward and downward move-
ment, flexible connections arranged on the
gulde-pulleys and extending from the piston
to the plow, and means for operating the
piston, substantially as described.

57. Inuw machine of the class deseribed, the
combination of aframe having a longitudinal
tube, a niston opemtmcr in the tube a fuid
under pressure in the tube for actmcr on the
piston, a Leet-plow capable of upward and
downward ‘movement, guide-pulleys, and

=y

lexible connections arranged on the guide-
pulleys and attached to the piston and extend-
1ng forwardly and rearwardly therefrom and
connected with the plow, and means for con-
trolling the fluid, substantially as desecribed.

| —

58. In a machine of the class described, the

combination of a frame provided with longi-
tudinal and upright tubes, an elevator, plows,
a rotary picker located in rear of the plows,
pistons arranged in the upright tubes and
connected with the elevator and the rotary
picker, longitudinal pistons located within
the longitudinal tubes and connected with the
plows, a fluld under pressure within the tubes
for actuating the pistons, and means for con-
trolling the fluid, substantially as described.
59. In a machine of the class described, the
combination of a frame having longitudinal
and upright tubes, an elevator, a beet-topper
located in advance of the elevator, vertically-
movable pistons operating in the upright
tubes and connected with the beet-topper and
with the elevator, and a gage-wheel having a
piston operating in one of the upright tubes
for automatically raising and lowering the
beet-topper and elevator, substantially as de-
seribed. '
60. In a machine of the class described, the
combination of a frame having a tube, a fluid
under pressure within the tube, a plston oper-
ating in the tube, a screw, a lever connected
with the piston and the serew, means for op-
erating the screw by hand, and devices car-
ried by the frame and operated by the fluid
under pressure, substantially as described.

61. In a machine of the class described, the -

combination of a rotary picker having engag-
ing picking-fingers, an inelined chute mounted
for reciprocation and having its upper end
arranged in the path of the contents of the

rotary picker, and means for engaging and

releasing the inclined chute, whereby the same
1s reciprocated, substantially as described.
62. In a machine of thec
combination of a rotary picker provided with
picking-fingers, an inclined chute extending
downwardly from the picker and having its
upper end extended and arranged to project
into the space between the picking-fingers,
and a shaft located at the lower end of the
chute and provided with arms arranged to en-
gage and release the chute, Whereby the same
i1s reciprocated, substantially as desecribed.
63. In a machine of the class deseribed, the
combination of a rotary picker provided W1th
means for engaging the beets, and a onmtu-
dinally-reciprocating device arranged in the
path of the beets to dislodge the same from
the rotary picker, substantially as described.
64. In a machine of the class described, the
combination ot a rotary picker provided with
beet-engaging fingers arranged in pairs, and
a longitudinally-reciprocating device located
in the path of the beets and adapted to pass

ass described, the
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through the spaces between the fingers, where-
by hb beets are dislodged from the rotary

picker, substantially as “deseribed.

65. Ina machine of the class deseribed, the
combination of a picker provided with fingers
arranged 1n pairs, and a vibratory chute hav-
Ing an extension operating in the space be-
tween the fingers and adapted to dislodge the
beets, substantially as described.

66. In a machine of the class described, the
combination of a picker provided with beet-
engaginge devices arranged in pairs, and an
inclined vibratory chute arranged in the path
of the beets whereby the same are dislodged
from the picker and the loose earth shaken
theretrom, substantially as described.

67. In a machine of the class described, the

combination of a picker having beet-engaging

devices arranged in palrs, and an inclined
chute having an extension arranged in the
path of the heet% said chute bemo composedl
of bars arranged at intervals, and means for
vibrating the chute, substantially as deseribed.
68. In a, mfmhme of the class described, the
combination of a frame, a beet-picker, an 1n-
clined vibratory chute arranged to receive the
beets, a stop located at the TJower end of the
chute, and means for actuating the chute, sub-
stantially as described.
69. In a machine of the class deseribed, the
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combination of an inclined chute, a stop lo-
cated at the lower end of the chute, and a shaft
provided with arms for engaging the chute to
move the same upward, substantially as de-
seribed. |

70. In a machine of the class described, the
combination of a rotary picker, an inclined
chute arranged 1n the path of the beets, means
for vibrating the chute, a transverse conveyer
extendinge from the lower end of the chute,
and a buncher located at the outer end ot the
conveyer and operated by the same, substan-
tially as described.

71. In a machine of the cla,sq described, the
combination of a trame, front and rear trans-—
verse conveyers projecting different distances
from the frame, bunchers located at the outer
ends of the conveyers, a beet-topper located
in advance of the front conveyer, means for
conveylng the beet-tops to the front conveyer,

and means for digging the beets and carrying

the same to the rear conveyer, substantially
as described.

In testimony that I Cldlm the foregoing as
my. own I have hereto afixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

FRANK L. DEWEY.
Witnesses:

Frep W. Stow,
Epwarp J. LONSIGNTY.
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