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To «ll whom it may concermn:

Be 1t known that I, Wirriam HowzE, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Cairo, in
the county of Thomas and State of (eorgia,
have invented new and useful Improvements
in Hoes, ot which the following is a specifica-
tion.

- My invention pertains to means for fixing
tool-blades, more particularly hoe-blades on
handles; and it consists in the peculiar and
advantageous construction hereinafter de-

- seribed, “and particularly pomted out in the
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claims eppended

Intheaccompanying drawings,forming part'
of this specification, Figure 1 1s a perspective

view of a hoe embodying my invention, the

same being shown with a portion of its handle

brokenaway. Fig.2isa longitudinal vertical
section of the same, and Fig. 3 is a perspec-
tive view of the forward portion of the han-
dle as the same appears whenr removed from
the blade. |

Similar letters designate corresponding
parts in all of the views of the dmwmﬂe, re-
terring to which—

A 1s the blade of the hoe. B is the handle,
and C 1s the screw, nhereinafter described, for
fixing the blade on the handle.

As best shown in Fig. 2, the blade A 1s pro-
vided with a rearwardly -extending eye a,
which is preferably increased in diameter
toward its rear end and is provided in turn with
a portion 6 of increased thickness, in which
1s a threaded aperture ¢ to recelve the screw

35 C. The said screw C 1s preferably provided

40

with a winged head d to facilitate turning
thereof; but it obviously may have a head of
any description without involving a depar-
ture from the scope of my invention.

The handle B comprises a body ¢, prefer-
ably of wood, having a forward tapered por-
tion 7 and a metallic tongue ¢, connected by
secrews A or other means to the body ¢ and
extending to the forward end of the body
and having its forward portion curved trans-

‘versely, as shown in Figs. 1 and 3, so as to

snuely conform to said torward end of the
body. The connection of the metallic tongue
g to the body ¢ is located in rear of the for-

‘ward portion f of the body, and from this it

follows that the forward free portion of the
tongune will tend to normally spring away
from the forward portion of the body, as

shown in Fig. 3; also, that when the said for-
ward portion of the tongue is pressed against

the forward portion of the body it will exert
pressure outwardly or in a direction away

from the portion f.

In assembling the parts of my novel tool
the forward 'portion of the tongue ¢ is pressed
agalnst the forward portion / of the handle
body e, and the forward end of the handle is
pressed -into the eye @« of the blade. The
screw (C1s then turned inwardly, so as to hold
the forward portion of the tongue ¢ under
pressure against the forward portion 7 of the
handle-body and fix the forward end of the
handle in the eye @ of the blade.
of the forward portion of the tongue ¢ -hav-

ing a tendency to spring outwardly, it will be

observed that the said portion will exert con-
siderable-outward pressure against the inner
end of the screw C, and thereby effectually
prevent casual outward turning of the screw
and the consequent loosening of the handle
in the eve ¢ of the blade. It will also be ob-
served that the forward portion of the metallic
tongue will serve as a wear-plate—z. ¢., will
eﬁ'eotually prevent the screw C from indent-

Ing or otherwise i lnjurlno* the wooden body of
the handle B. |

While the forward portion of the tongue g

serves by exerting outward pressure against
the screw C to preclude casual loosening of
the handle in the eye ¢ of the blade, it will be
appreciated that when 1t is desired for any
purpose to remove the handle from the blade
the same may be readily accomplished by first
turning the screw outwardly and then with-
drawmo* the handle endwise from the eye «.

The permanent connection of the metallic
tongue ¢ to the handle-body ¢is advantageous,

because 1t lends resiliency to-the forward por-

tion of the tongue, as stated, and also because
1t precludes the loss or misplacing of the

tongue when the handle 1s disconnected from
the blede

In addition to the advantages whloh I have

Iy ——

In virtue

50.

55

60

75

30

90

95



&

10

20

hereinbefore ascribed to my novel hoe, it will
be noticed that the same 18 stmple and inex-
pensive in constirruction and embodies no deli-
cate parts, such as are likely to get out of or-
der after a short period of use.

I have entered into a detailed description of
the construction and relative arrangement ot
the parts embraced in the present and pre-
ferred embodiment of my invention in order
to impart a tull, clear, and exact understand-
ing of the said embodiment. Idonotdesire,
however, to be understood as confining my-
self to such specific construction and relative
arrangement of parts, as such changes or
modifications may be made in practice asfairly
fall within the scope of my invention as
claimed.

Having described my invention, what 1

claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
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1. The combination of a tool-blade having
an eye provided in 1ts wall with a threaded ap-
erture, a screw bearing in the said threaded
aperture of the eye, and a handle comprising

773,256

a body portion shaped to enter the eye of the
blade, and ametallic tongue permanently con-
nected to the body portion and having a for-
ward resilient portion arranged to be engaged
by and exert outward pressure againstthe in-
ner end ot the screw. |

2. In a hoe, the combination of a blade hav-
ing a rearwardly-extending eye gradually in-
creased in diameter toward 1ts rear end, and
also having a threaded aperture in the wall of
the eye, a screw bearing in the said threaded
aperture of the eye, and a handle comprising
2 body having a forward tapered portion, and
a tongue permanently connected to the said
body in rear of the said tapered portion there-
of, and having a forward resilient portion ar-
ranged to be engaged by and exert outward
pressure against the inner end of the screw.

Intestimony whereot I have hereuntosetmy
hand in presence of two subscribing witnesses.

WILLIAM HOWZE.

Witnesses: |
S. B. SINGLETARY,
C. E. GrMer.

30

e




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

