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To all whom it may concern.: '_ o
Be 1t known that I, HeNry VERHEUL, & citi-

zen of the United States, residing at Pella, in-

‘the county of Marion and State of Towa, have

5 1nvented certainnew and useful Improvements

- 1n Carpet-Stretchers, of which the following
"~ 18 a specification. - S
- The objects of my invention are to provide
a carpet-stretcher of simple, durable, and in-

I0 expensive construction, one portion of which

~ s designed to be placed agdinst one side of
the room and the opposite portion of which

1s to engage the carpet, and as the levers
‘which are pivoted to each other are moved
15 downwardly at their central portion the car-
~ pet will be stretched. |
A further object is to provide a retaining
mechanism which is attached to the stretcher

and which is designed to hold the carpet in a |
20 stretched position, and thusallow the operator
- to get a new hold and at the same time pre- |

vent any loss ot time in having to stretch that
portion of the carpet which has already been
stretched. o ' ' o
25 A further object is to provide a carpet-
stretcher which can be used to advantage in

a room of any size and with which a carpet

can be so adjusted in the room that it will be

comparatively easy to drive the tacks, as the

30 portion of the stretcher which is designed to
engage the carpet can be some considerable
~distance from the wall to which the stretched

~ carpet 1s to be tacked. : ‘

- A very material object is to provide the re-
35 taining means whereby all of the carpet which |
has been stretched can be retained in a |
stretched position, and thus save the time of
the operator in getting a new hold in stretch-

1ng that portion of the carpet which has been
40 stretched. Again, this may be very desirable
where the room is an especially long one.

When a portion of the carpet has been

stretched, the operator can place the retsin-

Ing device upon that portion and then place-a
45 support on the carpet to place the rear end of

~the stretcher against and take a new hold and
- streteh the carpet throughout the entire length

of any room. |

A further _objeCt is to provide a s_trétcher |

plete stretcher.

| 'Which 1S adjusmbleras to length and which can 50

be adjusted easily to use 1n a small or large

TOOM.

My invention consists in certain details in
the construction, arrangement, and combina-
tion of the various parts of the device where- 33

| by the objects contemplated are attained, as

hereinafter more fully set forth, pointed out
in’ my claims, and illustrated in the accom-

panying drawings, in which-—

Figure 1 shows in perspective the com- 6o
Fig. 2 1s a side elevation of
the'retaining device; and Fig. 8 is a longitu-
dinal sectional view of the retaining device

cut through that portion of the retaining de-

vice which is immediately in front of the re- 63

talning-strip, thus showing accurately and

fully the retaining-strip in elevation.
Referring to the accompanying drawings, I

have used the reference-numeral 10 to indi-

cate the body portion of the rear arm of my 70
device. Mounted at right angles to the rear
of said body portion 10 is the strip 11, de-

| signed to be placed against the mop-board of
the room in which the carpet is desired to be
stretched, and braces 11*are provided for this 7

strip. Adjustably mounted on the sides of
sald body portion 10 are the metal pieces 12

and 13, said portions having longitudinal slots |
therein designed to receive the pin 14 and the

bolt 15, said bolt 15 having a thumb-screw on 8o

one end thereof designed to hold the metal

pieces 12 and 13 firmly at any desired posi-

tion against the sides of thé body portion 10.

Pivotally and adjustably mounted between
the forward ends of the metal pieces 12 and 8g
13 1s the forward portion of my device hav-

1ng the body portion 17, said body portion 17

having seriesof openings 18 therein. Anyone |
of said series of openings 18 is designed to

receive the bolt 19, which extends through the go
metal pieces 12 and 13, so that the device may

be made longer or shorter either by adjusting
‘the metal pieces 12 and 13 longitudinally of

the body portion 10 or by adjusting the body

portion 17 between these",meta;l pleces 12 95’

and 13. o , _
Attached to the forward end of the body
portion substantially at right angles to it is
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the stretcher-bar 20, which is designed to be

firmly supported relative to the parts 17 by
means of the braces20*.  Firmly mounted in
the stretcher-bar 20 is a series of hooks 21,
which are placed in a straight line longitudi-
nally of the stretcher-bar 20 and substantially
cquidistant from each other. The strip 11 1s
designed to be placed against the mop-board
of the room in which the carpet-stretcher 1s
used, and the houis are designed to enter the
carpet in such a way that as the central por-
tionsof the body portions 17and 10 are moved
downwardly the carpet, which has been tacked
to the wall on that side of the wall against
which the strip 11 1s placed, will be stretched
between the stretcher-bar 20 and strip 11.
Adjustably and detachably connected with

the stretcher-bar 20 by means of the bail 22

is a carpet-retaining device having the body
portion 24 therein and having the runner 25
at one end of said body portion and the run-
ner 26 at the opposite end of said body por-
tion. Extending longitudinally of the body
portion 24 is the longitudinal slot 27. Iix-
tending longitudinally of said longitudinal
slot 27 is the retaining-strip 28, said retain-
ing-strip having the lower end portions there-
of cut away so that the springs 29 and 30 may
be placed between said end portions and the
runners 25 and 26.

In practical use the operator adjusts the de-
vice as desired for the size of the room
which he is going to stretch the carpet for.
He then presses the strip 11 against the mop-
board of the room after having tacked that
portion of the carpet which is to be beneath
the strip 11. He then places the hooks in the
carpet near the opposite side ot the room and
presses the body portion 17 .downwardly by
orasping it near its central portion. He then

presses his foot upon the retaimning-strip 23
and forces it downwardly against the carpet
“which is beneath it and which has already
beenstretched. Hethen canadjustthe hooked
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portion of the stretcher-har as is desired and 45

obtain a new hold 1 stretehing the carpet,
the springs 29 and 30 acting to force the re-
taining-strip 28 upwardly, except when pres-
sure 18 brougeht to bear upon 1t.

Having thus described my invention, what |
claim. and desire to secure by Letters Patent
of the United States therefor, 15—

1. In adevice of the class described, a hody
portion, a retaining device detachably con-
nected with said bodv portion, a retaining-
strip af tached to said retaining device, anil
springs in sald retaining device designed to
normally maintain the retaiming- -11111 At 1t
upper hmlt of vertical movenient.

9. In adevice of the class described, a hody
portion, a retaining deviee detachably con-
nected with said bodw, portion, a retaiming-
strip attached to said retaining device and
extending longitudinally of it, and springs
mounted beneath said retaining-strip designed

' to support the retaining-strip at 1ts upper

limit of movement, and runners on the re-
taining device.

3. In a device of the eclass deseribed, the
combination of a rear body portion, a strip
substantially at right angles to the rear of the
body portion, metal picces adjustably mount-
ed on rear body portion and extending longi-
dinally of it, a forward body portion piv-
otally and adjustably attached by the said
metal pieces, a stretcher-bar at right angles
to the forward body portion, a retaining de-
vice detachably secured tosaid forward bhody
portion, said device comprising a body por-

tion hm*mﬂ a longitudinal slot therein, a ver- 59

tically -movable retaining-strip within saic

slot and runners on the undu_ surface of said
portion.
HENRY VERHICU L.
Witnesses:

S. H. Viersen
J. RaLry ORwWIG.
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