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To all whom it mcty concern:

Be it known that 1, FRANI{WILEfIART a,elt1-
zen of the United Stetes residing at Orefron
City, in the county of Cleekemae and State of

Oregon, have invented new and useful Im- |
provements in Shoe-Lace Facsteners of Wthhl'-

the following is a specification.

Thisinven tlon relates to shoe—laee festeners |
the object of the invention being to provide a.

fastener or holding device for shoe-laces for
securing the ends of the laces after the same

have been drawn taut through the lace holes |

or hooks arranged along the ﬂa,ps of the shoe.

While the fa,stemn@ demce hereinafter de-
sceribed is particularly defslcrned for use in con- |
- nection with ordinary shoes and adapted to be

arranged at the upper corners of the flaps

| thereof it will be apparent that the fasten-
ing dBVlCG may be used at the back of the

shoe for holding the ends of the laces and at

various other points which will suggest them-

selves to the manufacturer and user.

- With theabove general objectin view the in-
vention consistsin thenovel construction,com-

bination, and arrangement of parts, as herein

- fully described, illustrated, and claimed.

~ In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
- a perspective view of a shoe, showing one of
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' Spondmcr parts 1n all the figures of the draw-.
_moe
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of one of the festenels
~ plan view of the same.
side view of the fastener, and Fio. 5 1S an outer
| or top plan view of the same.

the shoe-lace fasteners of this invention ap-

plied the1 eto and holding one of the lace ends.
Fig. 2 1s an enlarged detml perspective view
“Fig. 3 1s a sectional
Fw 4 is a sectional

Like reterenee—numerels deewna,te corre-

The shoe-lace fastener contemplated in this

'mventlen s composed of a single strip of

spring material,. the strip bemo preferebly
composed of a suitable length ef wire.. The

sald strip or length of wire is bent about cen-

trally of its lencrth to Torm aloop 1, and from
the bend of the loop the opposite pertlons of

the wire are extended to form outwardly-con-
verging portions 2 of a pair of spring-jaws,
the same approaching each other quite closely
~at their free ends 3, where they are bent up-
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ward end carried dlverfrently back toward the

| loop 1 to form colls 4. The eoﬂs 4. dwerﬂ‘e a,t
_a greater angle than the side portions 2 of the

SpPring-jaws and ter minate short of the end of
the loop 1, as clearly shown in Fig. 5.

From the spring-coils 4 the end pertlons of
the strip or wire are extended ina reverse di-

rection to form substantially parallel base

portions 5, which are adapted to lie in con-

‘tact with the shoe or other surface to which

the fastening device is applied. These base
portions 5 extend by preference.considerably
beyond .the free ends 3 of the spring-jaws,
and thelir ends are bent at an angle and ex-
tended inward and preferably sherpened at
their extremities to form prongs 6, which in

practice are inserted through the Shee -upper
or other article to which the fastening device

1s applied and clenched against the surface of

such article opposite that surface to which the
‘main body of the fastening device is applied,

the sald prongs thereby serving to secure the
device as a whole to the shoe or other article.
- By reference to Fig. 1 it will be observed

thet after the shoe hes been laced and the laces

drawn taut the ends of the laces are passed
beneath the spring-jaws 2 and between said
jaws and the base portion 5, the lace ends be-
ing forced back into ‘the tapering spaces or
eno‘les between the spring-jaws and the base

portions 5 until they are frictionally. grasped

and securely held thereby. -
By means of the particular construction of

clearly illustrated in the drawings the lace

ends may be quickly engaged with and disen-
gaged from the fasteners, and by reason of
the fact that the spring-jaws are located be-

tween and out of line with the base portions
5 the said lace ends are crimped or abruptly
deflected between the parts of the fasteners
with which they come in contact, thus giving
a thorough and effective grip to the fastening
dewee upon the lace ends.

The relative lengths of the spring-jaws and
base portions and the loop, and also the rela-
tive widths or lateral separation between the

parts may be varied to suit requirements, and
1t will therefore be seen that changes in the

form, proportion, and minor details of con-

| struetlen and ar ranﬂ‘ement may be resorted to
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without departing from the principle or sacri-
ficing any of the advantages of this invention.

Having thus described the invention, what
1s claimed as new is—

The herein-described fastener comprising a
piece of wire bent about centrally of 1ts length
to Torm a loop, theside portions of which con-
verge toward each other and arc bent upward
and carried divergently back toward the loop
to form coils which diverge at a greater angle
than the side portions of the loop and which
terminate short of the end of the loop, the

free ends of the wire after forming the coils
being reversed again to form substantially

- parallel base portions cextending beyond the g

converging portions of the loop and termi-
nating in attaching-prongs.

In testimony whercof I aflix my sienature in
presence of two witnesses.

FRANIK WILEIHART.
Witnesses:

(r. L. HeEpGEis,
Wil (FALLOWAY.
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