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. No. 772,684.

UNITED STATES

Patented October 18, 1904,

PATENT OFFICE.

HENRY S. SUTTON,

'OF NEWARK, NEW JERSEY. |

'TRUNK;

e

SPEGIFIOATION formmg part of Letters Patent No. 772,684, dated October 18, 1904
| Apphcatwn filed J anuary 22, 1901 Sarlal ]‘:Tn 44,264, (No model.)

To @ZZ whom it may COMCETIL:

Beitknownthat I, HeNrY S. bUTTON a 01131-
zen of the United btates, residing at Newark
in the county of Essex and State of New Jer-
sey, have invented certain new and useful Im-

provements in Trunks; and I do hereby de-

clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex-

“act description of “the mvenmon such as will

enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-

pertains to make and use the same, reference

being had to the accompanying drawings, and

to numemls of ‘reference marked thereon,
‘which form a part of this specification.

" This invention relates to improvements in
tPUHKS, and more partwular]y to that class of
trunks known as ** bureau trunks,” the inven-

tion having for its principal object the pro-
- duection of a novel construction of trunk pro-

vided with a series of drawers and with the

ordinary lifting-tray in the uppér part of the

body of the trunk, the device having in all

respects the outward appeamnce of an ordl-
nary trunk. .

The invention has for its further obJect a |

novel armno*ement and construction of lock-

ing “or holdmo' means- arranged within the |

body or box of the trunk which can be eas-

ily manipulated for locking all the drawers

in their closed positions prior to closing and
locking the lid or top cover of the trunk

My invention therefore consists in the novel

. construction of trunk to be hereinafter fully

35
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descrlbed and, furthermore, the invention
consists in the several novel armnwements
and combinations of parts, as well as in the
details of the construction of the several parts,
‘all of which will be fully set forth in the fol-
lowing specification and then finally embodled-

in the clauses of the claim.
The invention is clearlv illustrated in the
accompanylnﬂ' drawings, in whlchm |

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a trunk
made according to the principles of my pres-

- ent invention, the lid or top cover being

45
 the lifting-tray and representing in connec-

raised to 1llustrate the 1nner arranﬂement of

- tion with said view a pair of drawers, one in
- 1ts closed position and the other drawer being

L 50 body or box Of the trunk

‘shown partly pulled out from the front ot the
“Hig. 2 1S a trans—-

"'verse Vertlcal section of the'tfunk '1llustra,t1n o '

the inner construction and arrangement of

the various parts of the trunk. Fw* 31sa

detall transverse vertical section of portions

of the trunk-body and the drawers arranged

55

therein, illustrating in connection therewith -

one means of automatically locking the draw-
ers in their closed positions within the trunk-
body. Fig. 4 is a horizontal section taken

on line 4 4 in said Fig. 3, and Fig. 5 is a simi-

lar sectlon taken on hne 55 in S&ld Fig. 3.
Fio. 6 1s a detall transverse vertical sectlon

~ot portions of the trunk-body and the drawers,
illustrating in connection therewith a modl- :

fied construction of locking means for -hold-

ing the drawers in their closed positions with-
Fig. 7 is a face view of a part

in the trunk.
of the back of one of the drawers and the

“holding - clamp secured in position thereon,
and F]G‘ 8 is & horizontal section taken on lme._
8 8 1n Fig. 6 of the draWi-ngs.
tail transverse section of portions of the.

Fig. 9 is a de-

trunk-body, the drawers, and the tray pro-
vided with a locking or holding means of
still another m0d1ﬁed constructlon, and Fig.

10 is a vertical section taken on line 10 10 in
Fig. 1, illustrating one form of construction

of combined lockmo'—catch and drawer-pull
employed with my preqent invention. _
Similar numerals of reference are employed

in all of the said above- descrlbed VleWS to in-

dicate corresponding parts.
In  the said drawings, 1 indicates the com-

plete trunk;. 2 the two ends, 3 the front, and
The

4 the back, of the body of the trunk.
said body of the trunk is- promded with the

usual lid or cover 5, which 1s attached to the

60
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body by means of the hinges 6. Thesaid body I

is provided with any usual construction of

lock 7, and the lid or cover has a hasp 8, by

mea,ns of which the lid or cover can be secured

in its closed and locked position upon the body

of the trunk in the usual manner.
In the upper portion of the body of the
trunk the said body is provided with the usual

Q0.

95

tray strips or cleats 9, upon which can be re-
movably placed, so as to be lifted from the
body of the trunk when open, the tray 10,
which may be of any form and construction,
as will be clearly understood.

100
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Slidably arranged upon suitably-disposed
strips or cleats 11 in the body of the trunk
are the drawers 12, of which there may be any
suitable number, according to the size of the
trunk. The forward ends of the said drawers
extend into correspondingly-formed openings
in the front 2 of the body of the trunk. and
each cleat 11 is provided at the back, as illus-
trated in Figs. 2 and 3, with stops 13, which
limit the inward sliding motion of the drawers

“and bring their faces perfectly flush with outer
tace of the front 2 of the trunk-body, asillus-

trated.

Suitably secured in the proper positions.
‘upon the outer faces of the drawers 12 are

the body portions 14 of pivotally -arranged
and spring-actuated holding-loops 15, which
can be readily sprung over the nosing or lug
of the holding-catch 16, suitably secured in
position upon the face of the trunk-body, as
clearly illustrated in Figs. 1 and 10 of the
drawings. When this form of holding or lock-

ing cateh is employed, the drawers can be held

in their closed positions in the manner of hold-
ing the lid or cover in its closed position by
means of the holding-catches or trunk-catches
17, and when the holding-loops 15 are turned
down, so as to assume the positions indicated
in dotted outline in said Fig. 10, then the said
loops 15 serve as handles or drawer-pulls. Of
course 1t will be understood that the said hold-
ing-catches may be differently arranged or
other suitable holding or locking means and
other drawer-pulls may be employed, if de-
sired. Hach drawer 12 may also be provided
1n addition with a suitable lock 18.

In order that the drawers 12 will be held in

their locked positions within the trunk-body

against withdrawal, the locking mechanism
represented in Figs. 2 to 5, inclusive, may
be employed. This mechanism consists, es-
sentially, of a vertical rod 19, rotatively ar-
ranged in bearings 20, secured against the in-
ner surtace of the back 4 of the trunk-body
and havingitslower end arranged, preferably.
in a step 21 on the bottom of the trunk-body:.
Sald rod 19 has secured thereon in the proper
positions forwardly-extending fingers or arms
22, each finger being provided with a holding
portion or nosing 23 for engagement with apin
or projection 25 on the under side of the drawer
12, at or near the back, as clearly illustrated.
A suitably-coiled spring 26, which encircles
sald rod 19 and has one of its ends secured to
sald rod and the other end to the back 4 of
the trunk-body, causes the said fingers or
holding-catches 22 to stand in the positions
indicated in Fig. 5, with the nosing 23 of each
catch 1n its held or locked engagement with
the pin or projection 25 of each drawer, and
hence prevents the pulling forward of the
drawers. . By means of a lever or hand-piece,
as 27, at or near the top of the said rod 19
sald rod can be made to receive a turn in its
bearings, whereby the nosings 23 of the sey-

772,684

cral fingers or catches 22 are disengaged from
the pins or projections 25 on the drawers and
each drawer can be pulled out, as will be
clearly understood. Upon letting oo of the
hand-lever 27 the spring 26 will cause the rod
19 and the fingers or catches 22 thercon to
assume their normal positions, and when a
drawer is pushed into the trunk-body its hold-
Ing pin or projection 25 is brought in sliding
engagement with the inelined surface 924 of
the catch 22, whereby the cateh is forced to
one side against the tension of the springe 26
on the rod 19. As soon as the drawer has
been pushed in far enough so as to hring it
against the stop 13 then the pin or projection

25 will have passed the incline 24, and the

spring 26 once more forces the holding por-
tion or nosing 23 in its locked or holding en-
gagement with a portion of the pin or pro-
jection 25. Thus it will be seen that a strone
and secure holding or locking mechanism is
provided for each drawer which cannot he
manipulated or tampered with from the out-
side as long as the lid or cover of the trunk is
closed and locked. Instead of providing the
rod 19 with the forms of fingers or holding-
catches 22 represented in said Figs. 2, 3, and
4 the said rod 19 may be provided with the T-
shaped catches 28, (see more particularly Fig.
6,) the holding portions 28’ of which can be

turned behind the bifurcated holding-jaws 30

of a catch-plate 29, which is suitably secured
upon the back of the drawer 12, as indicated
i Kigs. 7and 8. In some instances I may
provide the tray 10 with a hole 31 in its hot-
tom, each drawer 12 being also provided with
holes 32 in their respective bottoms, all of said
holes being in alinement, as illustrated in Fig.
9. The tray strip or cleat 9 is also provided
with a correspondingly-placed hole 33, and
in the strip or cleat 111is a hole 34. Throueh
all these holes can be passed a rod 35, pref-
erably provided at the top with a loop or other
sultable finger-piece 36 for locking or hold-
ing the tray and the drawers in their closed
positions within the body of the trunk, as will
be clearly evident from an inspection of said
Fig. 9. It will further be seen from Figs. 6
and 9 that by the employment of the forms
of locking or holding means illustrated in said
figures the lower drawer 12 can slide directly
upon the bottom of the trunk-body, therehy
dispensing with the employment of the lower
cleat 11 and also securing more room.

lam fully aware that changes may bhe made
1n the several arrangements and combinations
of the parts, aswell asin the details of the con-
struction of such parts, without departing
from the scope of my invention. Hence I do
not limit my invention to the exact arrange-
ments and combinations of the various parts
described in the accompanying specification
and as illustrated in the drawings, nor do I
confine myself to the exact details of the con-
struction of any of the said parts.
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Having thus descrlbed my invention, What
I claim is— |
1. Asanew article of manufacture q trunk

comprising a body and a hinged cover, cleats

in sald body, a series of drmversmovab]e upon
sald cleats, said drawers extending from the
front of said trunk-body to near the back there-
of to provide a space between said backand the

rear ends of said drawers, bearings on said back
of the trunk-body, a vertical rod arranged in

said bearings and rotatable therein, holding-
hooks connected with sald rod, means oneach
drawer with which said holdmﬁ'—hooks are
adapted to be brought in Separable holding

engagement, means for producing a rotary
moverent of said rod to disengage said hold-

ing-hooks from the. holding means upon each

. dra,wer-, and a spring encircling said rod, said

spring having one end secured to said rod and
having its other end secured to the back of

the trunk-body, for returning the actuated
rod and 1ts holding-hooks to their normal ini-

t1al positions, substantlally as and for the pur-
poses set forth.

2. Asanew article of manufacture, a trunk |
comprising a body and a hinged cover, cleats

in said body, a series of drawers movable upon
said cleats, said drawers extending from the

front of Isaid' trunk - body to near the back

thereof to provide a space between said back
‘and the rear ends of said drawers, bearings

on said back of the trunk-body, a vertical rod

-arranged in said bearings and rotatable there-
1n, holding-hooks connected with said rod,
means on each drawer with which said hold-

ing-hooks are adapted to be brought in sepa-
rable holding engagement, means for produc-

3

30
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ing a rotary movement of said rod to disen-

oaoe sald holding-hooks from the holding
means upon each drawer, a spring encircling

sald rod, saild spring having one end secured
to sald rod and having its other end secured

to the back of the trunk-body, for returning

40

the actuated rod and its holding-hooks to their -

normal initial positions, and a stop upon each

cleat against which the drawer is brought to
limit its mwardlv-shdm{r movement, Substan-

tially as and for the purposes set torth

In testimony that I claim the invention set
forth above I have hereunto set my hand this

_18th d&v of J anuary, 1901.

HENRY 3. SUTTON

Wltnesses
FreD. K. €. FRAENTZEL
- WILLIAM GRAHDR

50




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

