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To all whom it MY CONCErTL:

Beitknown that I,CaArLES O. HOLLOWELL
a citizen of the Umted States of America, re-
siding at Harrison, in the county of Hemllton

and Stete of Ohio, heve invented certain new

and useful Improvements in Clothes-Tongs,

~ of which the following is a rull clear, and eX-

act deseription.
This invention relates te 1mprovemente in
devices for removing clothes from washboil-

ers; and it consists in a certain novel con-
struetlen hereinafter first tullV described and

 then particularly pointed out in the claim.

In the drawings hereto annexed, which fully
1llustrete my invention, Fioure 1 is a perspec-
tive view of the demce, and Fig. 2 is a side

elevation of the same with parts bx oken away.

The tongs consists of two members A A,

" which are tepered from their butt-ends B to
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thelr iree or grasping ends C and have their
edges rounded. These members are con-
strueted from wood or similar material of
comparatively little weight and have their
butt-ends shaped on arcs ef a common circle,

so that when the two members are closed to- -
gether, as shown in Fig. 2, their ends will

form a semlelrele, as indicated at D. Secured
to the.outer sides of the members and passing
across the ends of the same is a band-spring

Lk, which serves to connect the members and
held them normally open, as shown in Fig. 1.

~I'he band is secured in pleee by teetemnoe K

inserted.through them transversely into the
bodies of the members and the fastenings

should be of such a char aeter that their heade
 will depress the band, so as to -

| orm protect-
Ing-pockets in which the said
shown clearly in Fig. 2. A bail or keeper Gr
1S pivotally mounted on one member and
passes over the other member to limit the

separating movement of the members, as w1ll

be reachlv understood.

In using the devme it is grasped in the
hand, as ehown in Kig. 1, and the free ends |

inserted into the weshboﬂel SO as to pass on
opposite sides of the article to- be removed.

A slight pressure of the hand is then exerted |

heads rest, as

on the members to close them end U‘I'ELS];) the

article or fabric and hold the same firmly
when it may be llrtee tfrom the boiler. In erder
to guard against s

the fabric around the members.
Ing the pressure of the hand the spring-band
is loft free to act and open the tongs, so as to
permit the article to be dropped 1 in the prOper
receptacle.

slipping of the article or
'febrlc, the tongs may be slightly rotated on
the lonﬂ'ltudmel axis thereof to partially wind

BV releas- .
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It will be observed that the eontrellmm |

| spring-band lies close to the ends of the tongs

and passes across the ends of the same so as

6o

to cover them, and thereby protect them -

against elnppmo' or splitting, while the ends
of the members are so- sheped as to support
“and reinforce the spring-band. Furthermore,

the fastenings are inserted into the members

through the sides and across the grain, so that

there is no splitting of the membels such as
1s the common occurrence in constructi

which have fastening devices 1neerted into the
end.

Having thus deserlbed my invention, What

I claim, a,nd deene to secure by Letters Pat-

ent, 15—
The improved clothes - tongs herem de-

form a semicircle, a
across the curved butt-ends of the members
and lying close against the same whereby it
protects ‘the said ends and is reinforced by

them, and headed fastenings inserted trans- -
| Versely through the ends of sald band into the

sides of the membere the "band being de-
pressed around the heads of the testenmo*s to
form protecting-pockets.

In testlmenv whereof 1 have swned this
SpBCIﬁcatIOI] in the presence of two attesting

CHARLES O. HOLLOWELL
 Witnesses:
Evizasers HorLLoweLn, I
ArTHUR (5. HOLLOWELL

 witnesses.

ons -
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scr1bed and shown consisting ot two members |
having their butt-ends tormed on arcs of a
| common circle whereby when together they

a spring - ba,nd passing
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