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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Davip W. CoLE, a citi-
zen of the United States., and a resident of
Jackson, in the county of Susquehanna and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented a new
and useful Improvement in Brushes, of which

‘the following is a specification.

My invention relates to an improvement in
brushes, and more particularly to fountain
b]achmo*-brushes, wherein the blacking or

- other substance is retained within and car-
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ried by the brush, it being supplied to the
dauber for application as desu'ed and the sup-
ply cut-off when necessary.

The objects of my invention are to pro-
vide a brush of the above character which
will constitute both a reservoir and holder for
the blacking in combination with a means

for applying it to the  shoe or other surface
to be polished; and such article as constructed

by me 1s simple and easy to use, constructed
of few parts, durable, and capa,ble of being
refilled with blacking from time to time, so

that it is serviceable until completely worn

out.

My invention also comprises a means for
assisting in the mixture of the blacking or
other material with the liquid supplied there-
to, so that the blacking will be of the proper
consistency and ﬂmdlty

To these ends my invention comprises cer-
tain novel features of construction and com-
binations of parts, such as will be more fully

described hereinafter and particularly set

forth 1n the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1is.
i of which 1s in communication with the. reser-

a perspective view of my invention. FKig. 2
1s a longitucdinal central sectional view, pa,rts
being shown in full lines; and Fig. 3 is a lon-

Ultudma,l sectional view of a S]lﬁ‘ht II]Od]ﬁCEL- |

tion.

- A indicates the back of my improved brush,
provided with the usual bristles a. A hollow
handle 1, shaped to conform to the curves of

the hand, is provided, one end of the handle

being rigidly secured to the back A and the
upper free end of the handle provided with an
opening 2 to the reservoir 8 in the handle, the
opening being closed by means of a remov-
able ca,p or pluo‘ 4. |

- Supported upon but uhsecdi'ed to the back

t A 1s a blacking-receptacle 5, preferably cir-
cular in conformation and adapted to receive

and contain a cake of blacking, or fluid black-
ing may be used, if desired. This receptacle
1s screw-threaded to removably engage the
brush-head 6, the lower portion of “which is
also serew-threaded. The receptacle is pro-
vided with a shoulder 7 to limit the amount
of engagement between the cup and the brush-
head.
- The brush-head is itself hollow, as shown,
the recessed interior of which is provided

with a partition 9, which latter has a central -

aperture 10, the partition dividing the inte-
rior of the brush-head into two chambers or
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compartments, the upper one, 11, of whichis -

adapted to receive the head 12 of the dauber

carrying the bristles 13. The dauber-head is
also apertured, as at 14, which aperture is in

alinement with the aperture 10 of the flange.

Secured to the handle 1 is a chain 15, which
extends loosely through a guide 16 on the
brush-head and passes through the apertures
10 and 14, the inner end of the chain having

attached thereto a combined valve and mixer

17, comprising a weighted member of a taper-
ing or conical shape, the largest diameter of
which is greater than-the diameters of the

apertures 10 and 14. The mixer is provided
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with Oppositely—'extending teats or extensions

27 27, to one of which is secured the chain,
the other extensmn serving to agitate the
blacking.

Extendmcr from a pomt on the handle 1 in-
termediateitsendsis a flexible tube 18, one end

volr 3 in the handle, the opposite end of the
tube communicating through an aperture 8

in the brush-head w1th the hollow interior
| thereof and with the blacking-receptacle 5, the
| ‘aperturein the brush-head being located, pret—
erably, at a point above the partition 9 in the

head and communicating with the upper cham-
ber 11, from whence the water or other liquid
passes through the aperture 10 in the flange
to the blackin, o-receptacle beneath.
18 may be secured to the brush head and han-

The tube'
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dle by means of nipples (not shown) mounted

on each member
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The flexible tube 18 projects normally ir
an inclined direction from the handle to the
brush-head and is provided with a spring-clip
20, which 1s of a general U shape and com-
prises two resilient arms passing astride the
flexible tube, one of the arms being provided
with a catch-pin 21, past which the opposite
arm 1s adapted to be moved and behind which
it is received to pinch the walls of the tube
and close the communication between the res-

ervoir and brush-head when the article 1snot

in use or when sufficient water has been sup-
phied to the blacking. The clip is normally
retained on the tube by friction, the inner
walls of the arms being provided with re-
cesses 22 22 for the reception of the tube.

The brush-head 6 1s further provided with
a circumferential groove 23, 1n which 1s re-
ceived a hinge member 24, the ends 25 25 of
which are pivotally received in bearings 26
26, formed in the handle, the object of which
is to permit a movement of the brush-head 6
with regard to the base A and handle 1, as
when resupplying the blacking-receptacle, and
to allow the brush-head to be raised in order
to permit the removal and replacing of the
section or cup b from the head 6 with ease,
while preventing the entire separation or dis-
engagement of the brush head and handle,
which might result in the loss of the head,
such movement being in the arc of a circle,
the flexible tube of course lending itselt reac-
ily to such purposes and serving by its re-
silience to automatically return the brush-
head to its normal position.

In using my device, the blacking-receptacle
and reservoir having been filled, a sufficient
quantity of the liquid in the reservoir 1s per-
mitted to flow into the brush-head, whereupon
the spring-clip is operated to close the flexible
connection. The welghted mixer being loose
on the chain, the brush is moved in a horizon-
tal rotary direction, causing the mixer to en-
oage the cake of blacking and disintegrate or
rub off particles thereof with the aid of the
liquid 1n which the blacking i1s dissolved.
When the mixture has acquired the necessary
consistency—that 1s to say, when 1t is thick
enough—the brush is inverted, whereupon
the blacking flows out through the apertures
10 and.14 to the bristles of the dauber by
means of which the blacking isapplied to the
shoe or other surface. When a suflicient
amount of blacking has been supplied to the
bristle, the mixer is drawn up by means of the
chain into the orifice 10, where it is friction-
ally retained, preventing the issuance there-
from of any more blacking, and the mixer
normally occupies this position to prevent the
blacking in the receptacle from drying out.
The aperture 8 isthus located in the chamber
11 rather than in the lower chamber of the
brush-head to prevent any danger of its being
claged 2r clogged by the blacking. The pur-

772,217

pose, therefore, of the partition 9, having the 65

aperture 10 therein, is toseparate the blacking
from the water-chamber 11, and the aperture
10 cooperates with the plug 17 to close the
blacking-chamber to prevent the evaporation
of the moisture in the blacking as well as to
control the passage of the blacking to the
dauber. - |

The modification discloses substantially the
same features as are shown in Figs. 1 and £,
except that the hollow brush-head is secured
fixedly with relation to the handle and back,
the handle, brush-head, and receptacle all be-
ing formed integral with one another. In
this modification all parts corresponding to
parts in the other figures are primed for the
purpose of distinguishing them. In the form
thus shown the liquid blacking is received
and contained in the reservoir, as well as 1n
the receptacle, and is supplied to the bristles
of thedauber in the manner hitherto set forth.

It is evident that many changes might be

made in the form and arrangement of the sev-
eral parts described without departing from
the spirit and scope of my invention, and
hence I do not wish to limit myself to the ex-
act construction herein set forth; but,

Having fully described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s— | |

1. Asan article of manufacture,a brush, the
head of which is hollow and provided with an
apertured partition, and an agitating-valve
which is adapted to close the aperture and to
aoitate the contents of the lower chamber of
the head. |

9. As an article of manufacture, a brush
comprising a hollow head and handle, a flexi-
ble tube leading from one to the other for
supplying liquid from the handle to the head
and a spring-clip for closing this tube when
the supply is to be shut off, the head being
relatively movable with respect tothe handle.

3. As an article of manufacture, a brush
comprising a handle and hollow head, a par-
tition across the latter whereby it is divided
horizontally into two compartments, the par-
tition having a hole therein, a tapering valve
adapted to control the latter and provided
with means for agitating the contents of the
head, and a flexible connection attached to the
valve by means of which it is controlled.

4. Tn a brush, the combination with a base

and handle, of a head made in two secfions

and a hinge member hinged to the handle, one
of the sections being swiveled in the hinge
member.

5. A brush comprising ahandle havingares-
ervoir formed therein, a hollow brush-head
connected with the handle, an apertured par-
tition in the brush-head dividing the head into
a plurality of chambers, a receptacle remov-
ably secured at one end of the brush-head, a
dauber mounted on the brush-head and means
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connecting the reservolr w1th one of the cham- |

bers in t‘,he brush-head.

6. A brushcomprisingahandle havingares-.

ervoir therein and a hollow brush-head con-
nected with the handle, a flexible tube ex-

tending between and connecting the reservoir

and 1nterior of the brush-head and a spring-

. . clip mounted on the tube for controlling the

LO

communication, the clip comprising a pair ot
resilient arms, and a catch on one of the arms
for engaging and refaining the remaining arm.

7. A brush comprising a handle, a hollow
brush-head connected therewith, a receptacle

closine one end of the head, an apertured

da,uber located at the other end thereof, a
valve-plug loosely received within the brush—
head, a flexible connection secured to the

' Valve—plug and extending out through the

aperture in the dauber, the valve-plug adapt-
ed to close the aperfure in the plug.

8. A brush comprising a handle, a hollow
brush-head connected therewith, a receptacle
at one end of the brush-head, a daubm at the
opposite end of the brush- head and in com-

‘munication with the interior thereof, and a

valve - plug being loosely received in the
brush-head, the valve-plug being provided
with an extension for agitating material lo-
cated 1n the brush-head.

In testlmony whereof 1 have smned t111s

specification in the presence of two SU.bSCI‘lb-{

Ing witnesses.

DAVID W. COLE.

Witnesses:
M. A. CoLx,

W. W. Poprx.
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