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-~ To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, HaNs BLANKENSTDN a
citizen of the German Emplre residing in New

York, borough of Manhattan, and State of

New York, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Shoe-Lace Fasteners, of
which the following is a speclﬁcatlon .

This invention relates to certain improve-
ments in shoe-lace fasteners of that class in
which an ordinary lace-shoe is used with a
single lace which is attached at one end to the
upper, then passed through the eyelets and

over the hooks of the same in the usual man-
ner, and retained at the upper end by being

wound around a clamping device: and the in-
vention consists of a shoe-lace fastener in
which a single cord or string is used which is
retained at its lower end by means of a button
or other retaining device on the upper and
passed first through the usual eyelets and over
the hooks at the opposite edges of the upper,
then around the shank of a clamping-button,
so as to retain the upper end of the lace with-
out tying the same. A second button on the
opposite side of the upper serves for taking
up and retaining an extra length of lace.

In the accompanying drawmcrs, Figure 1 1s
a perspective view of a shoe withmy 1mpr0ved
lace-fastener applied thereto. Figs. 2 and 3

are detallfront views of the upper part of the

shoe, showing the fastening of the lace, re-
Spectlvelv, to one or two clampmw-buttons

Kig. 4 is a detail vertical transverse section
throufrh one of the clamping-buttons on line
4 4, Fig. 3. Fig. 5 is a perspective view of
the rear of the button, and Fig. 6 is & rear
view of the clamping-button with washer and
part of shank removed.

Similar letters of reference mdlca,te corre-
sponding parts.

Referring to the drawings, S represents
shoe to Which my improved shoe-lace-fasten-
ing device 1s applied and in which one end of
the shoe string orlace A 1s provided with a stop
or button «, which is attached thereto in any
suitable manner. The string A itself may be

‘made of a round or flat cord, a single string

| being used, which is passed in the usual man-

ner first through the eyelets 4 and then over
the hooks 4" at the upper part of the upper.
The eyelets and hooks are of the same con-
struction as those which are used in the well-
known lace-shoes. To the upper part of the
upper, at each side of the front of the same,
18 applied a button C, the shank D of which
1s flat and formed by two_layers d, which when
passed through the leather are upset on them-
selves and clenched into the leather of the up-
per, so as to retain the button ﬁrmly In Po-
sition. A washer ¢, having prongs ¢ is placed
on the shank of the button Cand attached to
the upper by clenching the prongs. The un-
der side . of the button i1s provided with two
projections or teats ¢° at diametrically oppo-
site points and so arranged that the shoe
string or lace when wound around the shank
is clamped between the projections or teats &°,
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washer ¢, and shank D of the button, asshown

in Fig. 4. The free end of the strmfr or lace
1S Securely fastened to the button and the shoe
held thereby on the foot of the wearer. When
the lacing i1s applied to the shoe, it is passed
first through the. lowermost eyelet 6 until
the stop or button ¢is retained in the same at
the 1nside of the upper. The lacing-string
1s then passed successively through the dif-
ferent eyelets 6/ and then alternately over the

hooks 4" until the upper end reaches the top

of the upper. The string is then wound
around the shank of one of the buttons C. Be-
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fore clamping the end of the string it has to

be drawn sufficiently tight, so as to hold the
shoe firmly to the foob of the wearer, the
string being wound around the shank between

the wa,sher and head of the button, so as to

retain 1t in position by the clamping action of
the button and washer.

buttons C, it 1s carried over and wound 1n op-

ing of the string is obtained and the dangling

around of the end of the string obviated.

When the lacing-
a | string is longer thanr eqmred so that a certain
lencrth is left after passing around one of the

go

posite direction on the shank of the second
clamping-button C, so that a double clamp-
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Should some of the string still protrude, it

may be inserted at the top of the shoe between
the stocking and shoe. -

Ordinary laces such as are used 1n the usual

lace-shoe may be employed with my improved
device, thus requiring no specially-manufac-
tured shape-retaining or non-flexible laces.
My improved shoe-lace fastener has the ad-
vantages, first, that only one single string 1is
required, whichis readily applied to the hooks
and clamping-buttons without requiring the
tyling of the upper ends of the two strings
heretofore in use; second, that the string

when once applied, especially whether wound

around one or two clamping-buttons, 1s not
liable to play loose and open as the tied strings;
third, that the lacing of the shoe is accom-
plished by the single string and clamping but-
ton or buttons in a quicker and more reliable
manner than with two of the ordinary lacing-
strings.

V72,082

Having thus described my invention, I claim
as new and desire tosecure by Letters Patent—
A button for a shoe-upper for clamping the

lacing of theshoe, comprising a circular head, 25

a rectangular shank the ends of which are at-
tached to the head and to the upper, a disk
also attached to the upper, and projections or
teats on the head of the button in proximity

to the corners of the rectangular shanl, the 30
cistance between the shank, teats on the head

and disk, being such as to clamp the lacing

‘when wound around the shank of the button,

substantially as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 35

my invention I have signed my name in pres-
ence of two subseribing witnesses.

HANS BLANKENSTEIN.

Witnesses:
PauL (GOEPEL,
HeNRY J. SUHRBIER.
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